Dear Colleague,

“Uncovering Chemical Secrets” 6th - 17th September 2010
Arriving at the school of Chemistry, Cardiff University

http://www.cardiff.ac.uk/chemy/newsandevents/news/uncovering-chemistry-secrets-2009.html
Do, please make every effort to arrive on time i.e. 09.00 - 09.30; we have a very full programme and there is very little room for manoeuvre if there are late comers.

Please telephone 029 208 74023 (office) or 07717 722 772 (Pete Hollamby) if events (e.g. traffic problems …) mean that you will be late.
Please approach the university entrance in Park Place and collect a parking permit. This will allow you to park in the large Colum Drive car park, which is about 10 – 15 mins walk from the university main building (see links to maps in the URL above). We will try to arrange a demonstrator to meet you and give directions if you are a new visitor.

If you do not need a parking permit for a vehicle or if you are travelling by coach please reply with information about your travel arrangements.

We would be very helpful indeed if you would organise your students into groups of five before arrival at Cardiff. It will help us to get everyone started on the practical sessions more rapidly. On some days there are nearly 50 students involved and that makes us very busy.
Health and safety

It is very important that students arrive wearing clothing appropriate for organic chemistry practical. We will provide laboratory coats and safety glasses, but students wearing flip flops or other such footwear will not be allowed to enter the laboratory. Stout shoes or trainers are considered satisfactory. Long hair should be tied back.
Toilets are just in front of the Viriamu Jones Gallery, accessible from the courtyard on the ground floor. More conveniently, they are found on the second floor just above the undergraduate laboratory (room 1.90).

In the event of a fire or other emergency; the muster point is in the car park within the main building. Schools should clearly re-group and a roll call can be taken by the teacher in charge.

Lunch arrangements. Students might bring a packed lunch and take a break in Alexandra Gardens, opposite the front entrance of the university if the weather is nice. If it rains, students can consume their lunches in the chemistry foyer although there is not much room there. 

The university’s main building has an excellent canteen (providing food at a very reasonable price) and a sandwich bar, but on ‘open days’ space can be an issue. 
If you do not wish to use the car park and would like to park outside or near the university, there is parking in Museum Place but it is filled early in the day by office workers. An ‘early parker’ can park for 10 hours for £3.00. Parking in Park Place is often available, but only 5 hours is allowed and the price is £3.00. A late-comer could park there and then move at lunchtime to the university car park, but this is a strategy that should be avoided.

Last year we were able to produce a large poster complete with a photograph of the students attending “Uncovering Chemical Secrets”. We were able to supply this poster free of charge but now we must make a charge of £18.00 for a hard copy; an electronic version can be supplied free of course. You can see copies of a poster (English/Cymraeg) on the website (see URL above).
NB. If you would like a poster, please indicate by return, your preference/s.

 “Chemistry for our Future”.  http://www.rsc.org/Education/CFOF/
We have received funding from the Higher Education Funding Council for Wales (HEFCW) to produce an e-learning resource to support the project.

The DVD, is complete and contains a comprehensive set of videos, animations and interactive notes which will help to underpin the topic. Items in the new specifications such as GC and HPLC together with E,Z isomerism are covered in the resource. 

The updated DVD is priced at £30.00 which covers administration, distribution and copying costs. Schools who have already purchased the evaluation copy will receive the updated version free.
Additional telephone number:


Paul Newman 02920 870464

