CUREMeDE

(The Cardiff Unit for Research and Evaluation in Medical and Dental Education)
Area of responsibility

The Unit conducts multidisciplinary research and evaluation of medical and dental education and training.  

What we do

Based in the School of Social Sciences, the Cardiff Unit for Research and Evaluation in Medical and Dental Education (CUREMeDE) was set up in January 2009.  CUREMeDE is a collaboration between the Schools of Social Sciences (SOCSI) and Postgraduate Medical and Dental Education (PGMDE).  The purpose of the Unit is to conduct multidisciplinary research and evaluation of medical and dental education and training.  The aim is to produce high quality outputs, publishable in international journals, which contribute to enhancing the educational development of health professionals in Wales and beyond.  
Who do we report to?

Reporting is to the Heads of the Schools of Social Sciences and Postgraduate Medical and Dental Education.
Aims and Objectives 

The success of the Unit is in terms of securing research funding, completing research and evaluation projects and translating findings into practice and publications.

The aims for 2009/10 are:
· To establish the CUREMeDE core team

The success of the Unit is dependent on its people.  The Director will expand the team by recruiting a Research Assistant and secretarial support.  Further expansion will follow when funding for research and evaluation is secured.  

· To extend membership of CUREMeDE

In addition to a core research team, it is planned to extend membership of CUREMeDE more widely.  The aim is to provide a network for multidisciplinary collaboration and a forum for research discussion.  The intention is for CUREMeDE membership to become a way of coordinating activity in medical and dental education research, providing support for those working on research or evaluation projects or preparing bids.   It is expected that members will include key individuals within the Wales Postgraduate Deanery (PGMDE) who will provide the link between the Unit and the day-to-day practice of postgraduate medical and dental education.  It is also expected that CUREMeDE will attract membership from other Schools within the University and in other institutions.
· To bid for and win external funding

Since the establishment of the Unit, work has already been secured for one study and proposals submitted for others. It is planned that research and evaluation projects undertaken by CUREMeDE will focus on the educational impact of changes in areas such as:

Foundation and specialist training; organisational restructuring; workplace based learning and assessment; revalidation; continuing professional development and lifelong learning; technology in the support of learning; recruitment, retention and careers; and role structures and extended duties.

· To ensure findings from research and evaluation transfer to practice

The quality of the work undertaken by CUREMeDE and engagement with practice will be enhanced by the involvement of post-holders in the Wales Deanery.  This is essential to the successful transfer of knowledge from research to practice.  The CUREMeDE collaboration provides the knowledge transfer route between research and practice.  
Outline plan to 2011

A central aim of the first year of the Unit will be to establish the team and membership and develop a profile of activity.  Future years will see a consolidation of activity and an enhanced profile of the Unit through completions of projects, publications, new grants, doctoral students and contributions to expert panels and conferences.
Contact

Alison Bullock

Professor and Director of CUREMeDE 
T – 029 208 780870 
E – bullockad@cardiff.ac.uk
