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Introduction

This second year module aims to provide students with an understanding of the principles and skills needed in order to design and conduct social research. It will encourage students to critically evaluate the methods, strategies and data that used by social scientists and provide training in analysis of a range qualitative and quantitative data.

Learning Outcomes

On successfully completing the module all students will be able to:

· Identify and describe the key philosophies of science that underpin social science research and appreciate their implications for research practice.

· Outline the comparative strengths and weaknesses of the main research methods.

· Prepare a research proposal using appropriate research methods in order to meet a specified brief

· Evaluate, analyse and interpret qualitative data. 

· Identify appropriate statistical procedures to perform basic analysis of quantitative data.

· Present a summary of information in textual and spoken form

It is recognised that these are the minimum threshold standards for the module. It is expected that the many students will be able to perform these tasks with a degree of critical awareness that recognises the relationships between this and other modules, and the wider social science literature. 

Methods of Teaching

The module will be taught using a combination of lectures, group tutorials and self-directed work.

Lectures for the module will take place weekly and will provide general information about the principles that guide the practice of social research

In addition to the lectures there is a programme of tutorials that will focus on the development of practical research skills including research design, data collection, data analysis and the presentation of results. These tutorial groups will be supervised by a member of academic staff and each group will meet four times per semester.

Tutor group lists will be posted on the SOCSI year two noticeboard on the ground floor of the Glamorgan Building and via Blackboard.

Methods of Assessment

The module will be assessed by an unseen written exam and a portfolio of coursework. The examination is worth 40 per cent of the module mark and the coursework element makes up the remaining 60 per cent. Full details of the assessed coursework tasks will be provided in a separate assessment document. 

The examination will take place in the Semester 1 examination period (i.e. between 17 and 28 January 2005). It will last for one and a half hours, and will consist of a compulsory short answer section and a longer essay-style question. The examination will contribute 40% of the final module mark.

The portfolio of coursework will be produced through the research project you undertake with your tutorial group. The exact requirements of the coursework depend on whether or not you are doing the BPS route of the Education degree schemes.

· Students on the BPS route will follow a tutorial programme that meets the requirements of the BPS. They will take part in two psychology experiments and will have to write up two laboratory reports based on this work. Each report should be approx. 1500 words in length and follow the style of a formal psychology article.

· Students who are not on the BPS route will be supervised by a member of academic staff and required to work either individually or as part of a group on a project that relates to the research activities of the School. Their portfolio of coursework will consist of three elements. The most important will be the research report (2500 words) that makes up 75 per cent of the coursework mark. In addition, students will be awarded marks for the contributions to each meeting of the tutorial group. These marks will be consist of a tutor mark based on written work (15 per cent of coursework mark) and their preparation for each tutorial (10 per cent of coursework mark) 

All coursework should be handed in on the Spring Semester Coursework Deadline (provisionally scheduled as Monday 16th May 2005), and should be submitted in accordance with the SOCSI guidelines for the submission of coursework/continuous assessment. Copies of these are posted on the noticeboards and via Blackboard. 

Lecture and Seminar-Workshop Programme

The lecture programme will begin in the first teaching week (i.e. the week beginning Monday 4th October 2004). Lectures will be held on Mondays at 2.10am - 3.00pm in Lecture Theatre 0.22 in the Law Building. This means that the first lecture will take place on Monday 4th October at 2:10. All lectures are held at the same time AND in the same place each week.

The outline programmes for the lectures and tutorial programmes are as follows (more detailed guidance on the tutorial programmes for the BPS and non-BPS routes will also be given out).

Semester 1 – Lectures

	Week 1
	Course Introduction and Overview
	RE

	
	
	

	
	Research Design and Planning
	

	Week 2
	Approaches to Social Science
	RE

	Week 3
	Planning a Research Project: Models and Processes
	RE

	Week 4
	Selecting a sample
	RE

	Week 5
	Preparing for fieldwork: Access and Ethics
	RE

	
	
	

	
	Methods of Data Collection
	

	Week 6
	Surveys and Structured Interviews
	RE

	Week 7
	Using secondary sources
	NS

	Week 8
	Experimental Designs
	RE

	Week 9
	Observations
	GI

	Week 10
	Qualitative Interviewing
	RE

	
	
	

	
	Review
	

	Week 11
	Review lecture
	RE


Semester 1 – Tutorial Programme

(see noticeboard for details of tutorial groups)

	
	Non-BPS Route
	BPS Route

	Week 3 or 4
	Research Design
	Introduction

	Week 5 or 6
	Literature Reviews
	Practical 1: Experimental Design

	Week 7 or 8
	Sampling and Methods
	Practical 1: Data Analysis

	Week 9 or 10
	Data Collection
	Practical 1: Interpreting the Results


Semester 2 – Lectures

NB: The second semester begins on Monday 31st January 2005. The first lecture will be held on this date. 
	
	Strategies for Data Analysis
	

	Week 1
	From Paper to Data: Coding Surveys
	RE

	Week 2
	Frequencies and Cross-tabulations
	RE

	Week 3
	Comparing Means
	RE

	Week 4
	Correlation and Regression
	RE

	Week 5
	Working with fieldnotes
	RE

	Week 6
	Transcription and Coding
	RE

	
	
	

	
	Representing and Disseminating Research
	

	Week 7
	Writing for different audiences 
	RE

	Week 8
	Presenting quantitative data
	RE

	Week 9
	Presenting qualitative data
	RE

	Week 10
	Research, Theory and Policy
	GW

	
	
	

	
	Review
	

	Week 11
	Summary and Course review
	RE


Semester 2 – tutorial programme 

(see noticeboard for tutorial groups)

	
	Non-BPS Route
	BPS Route

	Week 2 or 3
	Fieldwork Reports
	Practical 2: Experimental Design

	Week 4 or 5
	Preliminary Data Analysis
	Practical 2: Data Entry

	Week 6 or 7
	Results and Findings
	Practical 2: Data Analysis

	Week 8 or 9
	Writing Up
	Practical 2: Interpreting the Results


Recommended Reading 

There are many books on social science research methods. Some focus on single methods or approaches, whilst others combine and contrast different traditions. You will need to be familiar with the specific features of the methods you are using for your own research project as well as the general principles and techniques that inform others. A substantial list will be provided in a separate document, but the following provides a selection of relevant texts.

Core Text:

· Bryman, A. (2001) 'Social Research Methods' Oxford, Oxford University Press

This book provides a good introduction to research methods. It was also the required reading for the Research Methods courses in Year One so you should have your own personal copy by now, although the library also holds multiple copies on short term loan.

Other Topics

The following books provide a good introduction to carrying out a research project:

· Bell, J. (1999) Doing Your Research Project. (3rd edition) Buckingham: Open University Press.
· Blaxter, L., Hughes, C. and Tight, M. (2001) How to Research. (2nd edition) Buckingham: Open University Press. (nb. The first edition, published in 1996, is equally useful)
· Denscombe, M. (1998) The Good Research Guide. Buckingham: Open University Press.
· Denscombe, M. (2002) Ground Rules for Good Research. Buckingham: Open University Press. 

· Walliman, N. S. R. (2000) Your Research Project. London: Sage.

The following books provide a good introduction and overview of qualitative approaches to social research:

· Bailey, C. (1996) ‘A Guide to Field Research’ Thousand Oaks CA, Pine Forge Press

· Bryman, A. and Burgess, R. (1994) ‘Qualitative Research’ London, Sage

· Burgess, R. (1984) ‘In the Field’ London, Allen & Unwin

· Flick, U. (1998) ‘An Introduction to Qualitative Research’ London, Sage

· Hammersley, M. and Atkinson, P. (1995) ‘Ethnography’ London, Routledge

· Kvale, S. (1996) ‘Interviews’ Newbury Park CA, Sage

· Rubin, H. and Rubin, I. (1995) ‘Qualitative Interviewing’ Newbury Park CA, Sage

The following books provide a good introduction and overview of quantitative approaches to social research:

· Bulmer, M. (1980) ‘Why Don’t Sociologists Make More Use of Official Statistics?’ Sociology, 14, 4, pp.505-523

· Czaja, R. and Blair, J. (1996) ‘Designing Surveys: a Guide to Decisions and Procedures’ Thousand Oaks CA, Pine Forge Press 

· Dale, A., Arber, S. and Proctor, M. (1988) ‘Doing Secondary Analysis’ London, Unwin

· Gillham, B. (2000) ‘Developing a Questionnaire’ London, Continuum

· Gorard, S. (2003) 'Quantitative Methods in Social Science Research’ London, Continuum

· McIlveen, R., Higgins, L,. Wadeley, A. and Humphreys, P. (1992) ‘BPS Manual of Psychology Practicals: Experiment, Observation and Correlation’ Leicester, British Psychological Society

Sample Examination Paper 

The examination at the end of the semester will last for one and a half hours. It will consist of a compulsory short answer section and a longer essay-style question. The examination will contribute 40% of the final marks for the module. This sample paper gives information about style and structure of the paper. 

SI0030 - Social Research Methods

Examination Paper

The maximum mark for the paper is 100 per cent. There are two sections, each of which is worth 50 per cent of the total mark.

Answer all questions from Section A and one from Section B
Section A

Write short notes on the following. You should answer ALL the questions in this section. Each question is worth 10 marks.

1. 
What is meant by the term 'theoretical sampling'? [4]

What sorts of research methods is theoretical sampling most often used with? [3]
Why do social researchers use theoretical sampling rather than, say, random sampling? [3]
2. 
What does the ecological validity of an experimental design refer to? [3]

What are the benefits of increasing ecological validity? [4]
What sorts of problems can occur if too much priority is given to achieving a high ecological validity? [3]
3. 
What property of a distribution does the standard deviation measure? [2]
The standard error is a particularly useful standard deviation, which measures the standard deviation of the sampling distribution of the mean. What is the sampling distribution of the mean? [3]
What does the standard error tell us about our estimates of population parameters, such as average age, height or income? [3]
How can social researchers reduce the size of the standard error in their research design? [2]
4. 
What is meant by the idea of triangulation when it is applied to social research [2]

Outline two ways in which social researchers can attempt to achieve triangulation [4]
Why do some social researchers reject the idea of triangulation? [4]
5. 
What are the key characteristics of data that are measured at the ordinal level? [2]
In social science we often work with nominal level data. Give examples of three variables that should be measured at the nominal level. [3]
For one of your examples of nominal data, suggest a survey question that you could use to collect the data. [3]
What sort of chart would you use to represent the responses to this question in a graphical form? [2]
Section B

Write an essay-style answer to ONE question from this section. Each question is worth 50 marks

1. Critically evaluate the extent to which it is reasonable to talk of 'the research process'.

2. What is the relationship between the interviewer and interviewee in qualitative research? Outline what you consider to be the characteristics of good research practice and consider the extent to which qualitative researchers need to worry about 'interviewer effects'.

3. Design an experiment that an undergraduate could use to investigate whether or not there was a relationship between the source of information about GM foods and its perceived credibility. Remember to state you null and alternative hypotheses clearly. Your description of the experiment design should pay particular attention to your sampling strategy, experimental design, and the allocation of participants to treatment and control groups.

4. Lord Kelvin once said that if you cannot measure something, then your knowledge of it can only be poor. Critically evaluate this claim in the context of what you know about the different philosophies of social science research.

Assessed Coursework (Spring Semester): Research Projects
The portfolio of coursework will be based upon the work carried out in the tutorial groups. There are different tutorial programmes for students seeking BPS recognition and those who are not. Full details of the tutorial programme and the assessments are provided in the handbook that accompanies the programme. A summary of the portfolios required is given below:

Non-BPS Students

The portfolio of coursework is the product of your work in your tutorial group and consists of three main elements:

1. Tutorial Pro-formas (15 per cent of overall coursework mark).

2. Research Paper (75 per cent of coursework mark)

3. Peer Marks (10 per cent of total)

Each element of the coursework is described in more in the tutorial handbook.

BPS Route Students

The portfolio of coursework is the product of your work in your tutorial group and consists of:

1. Research Report for Practical 1 (40 per cent of overall coursework mark), due to be submitted on the Semester 1 coursework deadline.

2. Research Report for Practical 2 (60 per cent of overall coursework mark), due to be submitted on the Semester 2 coursework deadline.

Each research report should be prepared in accordance with the academic conventions of the psychology literature, and in particular, the guidelines of the relevant professional bodies (American Psychological Association, British Psychological Society). Further details and guidance are provided in the tutorial handbook.

Cardiff University School of Social Sciences








1
4

