Beacon Project 2009
Our Place in the Future: Reclaiming Our Past

Funding from Beacon for Wales provided several opportunities for young people aged between 14 and 19 years to join the University excavation team investigating the medieval manor house site at Cosmeston during June and July 2009. Participants from schools in Cardiff and the Vale of Glamorgan were involved in many different activities on site including digging, recording and finds processing, and were encouraged to record their experiences using a Dig Diary. The diary entries show that overall this group really enjoyed the experience and getting ‘hands on’ with history, and learned a great deal about archaeology, the site and local history - some are even considering a future career in archaeology! During 2010 young people from the local area will also be helping the Community Archaeologist develop an Archaeology Discovery Box which will be made available for loan to community groups. 

Cosmeston Dig Diary 2009
Below are some extracts from the diary:
On the first day I was expecting to be just sat watching and listening to someone explain the complexities of Archaeology. But to be thrust straight into it with only a little guidance was brilliant and meant that I got a real feel for the whole experience. The overall experience has been excellent, I have learnt a lot about the local history and how to take part in a successful dig. I am very sad to be leaving because the whole experience has been really fun but it has inspired me to consider an archiological future. (Male, 16 yrs)

All in all it was very fun and a very friendly atmosphere and plenty of help. Looking forward to hearing about how much you find out about the manor and what the lead glass thing we found was. (Female, 15 yrs)

I find the activities to be really interesting. The artifacts that had been uncovered were especially interesting, the pottery, the animal bones, and the special finds like the glass and tools. My experience here has been quite fun, in more ways than just learning about archaeology. I have learnt things that I never knew about the site before, like what type of people lived here, that there was a manor house here, what my ancestry were like, what they did, what they ate. But also I’ve found other types of fun here; I’ve made new friends, friends I’m sure I will remember forever. This has been a unique experience for me and I would gladly do it again. (Male, 14 yrs)

My experience has been really exciting. I was totally unprepared for what we would be doing and it came as a big shock. It’s also extremely tiring. However, it’s such an amazing experience and I’m finding a love of digging and archaeology that I never knew I had. (Female, 16 yrs)
