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Accents

Some examples of systemic, distributional and realizational differences in the
accents of England and Wales

Systemic differences: differences in the number and identity of the phonemes in the system

RP/SESP
    U    ?.T    bto+ cnmd+ eknnc+ dsb
    T?     N9    onnq+ rtqd+ ctqhmf+ Europe+ fntqlds+ dsb
    dH     d9    l`cd+ v`rsd
              dh      l`hc+ v`hrs
    S.C     e.u     xntsg+ ansgdq
    g        ,       g`ud+ gnkc+ g`s+ g`mc

Distributional differences (phonological): differences in the places where a phoneme can
occur

RP/SESP
     H      h    dudms+ adeqhdmc+ cdbdhud+ qdonqs  'hmhsh`k tmrsqdrrdc rxkk`akdr(
    H      ?    `mhl`k+ ad`tshetk+ pt`khsx  'ldch`k tmrsqdrrdc rxkk`akdr(
    H?      h9    vd`qx+ rdqhntr+ odqhnc  'rsqdrrdc rxkk`akd adenqd .q.(
    ,      q    b`q+ e`qsgdq+ gnqrd  'rxkk`akd,ehm`k onrhshnm(
    M      m    gtmshmf+ dudmhmf+ mnsghmf  'ehm`k tmrsqdrrdc rxkk`akd(
    M      mf     sing, tongue (stressed syllable)
    v        gv    vghsd+ vg`kdr+ vghbg  'vg, hm rodkkhmf+ dwbdos adenqd <o>)
     j        -       news, beautiful, assume (after a consonant in stressed syll)

Distributional differences (lexical): differences in the ‘choice’ of a phoneme in a given
word or set of words

RP/SESP
     H      D        dw`lokd+ dw`l  'hmhsh`k tmrsqdrrdc dw,(
    @9     z.`      o`sg+ k`rs+ k`tfg+ c`mbd+ ok`ms+ aq`mbg+ dsb
    N9      P      r`ks+ e`tks+ e`krd+ v`ksy+ dsb
    ?T      P      anks+ snkk+ rnkud+ qdunkudq+ dsb
    U      P      nmd+ nmbd
    t9      T      snnsg+ qnnl
    C      S      vhsg

Realizational differences: differences in the actual phonetic quality (ie ‘realization’) of a
given phoneme

RP/SESP
     s       Z>\ intervocalic (in addition to preconsonantal and final)
     k       dhsgdq `kv`xr bkd`q+ nq `kv`xr c`qj: unb`khydc rxkk`akd,ehm`k



1. KIT H   h jhm+ jhkk+ uhkk`fd+ atrhmdrr+ vhbjdc+ lhqqnq+ bqhshb
2. DRESS D   d cqd`c+ sdm+ sdkk+ udqx+ atqx+ r`xr+ r`hc+ `sd
3. TRAP z   `+ @+ D sq`l+ rg`kk+ l`qqx+ a`kbnmx+ ok`hsr
4. LOT P   N+ N9+ @ fnmd+ cnkk+ rnqqx+ rv`m+ adb@trd+ Atrsqh`
5. STRUT U   ?+ T+ ` rsqtl+ rtkj+ otkrd+ atkfd+ atka+ aknnc+ knud
6. FOOT T   t+ 2+ ? fnnc+ vnnk+ atsbgdq+ bntqhdq
7. BATH @9  `+ `9+ z k`tfg+ o`rr+ ok`ms+ aq`mbg+ fg`rskx+ b`m’t
8. CLOTH P   N+ N9 nee+ bqnrr+ cnf+ rnkud+ r`ks+ e`krd+ pt`khsx
9. NURSE 29   u*q+ 1 ehqrs+ udqrd+ d`qsg+ vnqj+ intqmdx+ stqm+ fhqk+ etqqx 
10. FLEECE h9   Hh+ ?h sd`+ eddk+ kd`m+ ohyy`
11. FACE dH  dh+ d9+ zH c`x+ s`hk+ s`kd+ v`hrs+ v`rsd+ o`hms
12. PALM @9  `9 `klr+ g`ke+ ro`
13. THOUGHTN9  P9 k`v+ k`vm
14. GOAT

?T  n9+ nt+ UT mn+ jmnv+ fqn`m+ fqnvm:   PT  bnkc+ rsnkd+ antkcdq
15. GOOSE t9  Tt+ ?t+ ∫9 aktd+ bnnk+ stmd:   Ht  akdv+ mdvr:    T  snnsg
16. PRICE `H  `h+ `D+ @H oqx+ ohms+ ohkd
17. CHOICE NH  Nh+ @H+ nH snx+ onhms+ nhk
18. MOUTH `T `t+ DT+ `9  mnv+ lntms+ nvk
19. NEAR H?  h?+H9+ h*q bgddq+ vd`qx+ hcd`+ qd`k:   i29  d`q+ xd`q+ gd`q+ gdqd
20. SQUARE D?  D9+d?+D*q`hq+ vd`q+ oq`xdq
21. START @9  `9+ `.@*q rs`q+ rs`qqx+ rm`qk+ `qlr
22. NORTH N9  N9*q mnq+ mnql NT  rl`kk+ s`kj
23. FORCE N9  N?+ n9*q entq+ cnnq+ lnqd
24. CURE T? N9+tU+t*q rtqd+ onnq+ itqx+ Etqnod
25. HAPPY h   h9+ H+ ?h bneedd+ ro`fgdssh+ Mummy

LETTER ?   ?q cqhudq
COMMA   ? rne`+ ohyy`
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Other weak  vowel environments
ANIMAL   H   ? ad`tshetk+ pt`khsx
EDUCATE T  ? rshltktr+ bnlltmhrl
SPIRIT  H   ? onbjds+ atcfds+ rohm`bg+ vhbjdc+ jhsbgdm
ADDED  H   ? v`hsdc+ neehbdr+ uhkk`fdr+ s`whr
HISTORY  -   ?+ N9+ D b`sdfnqx+ oqhl`qx+ bdldsdqx+ bdmstqx
FAMILY  -   H
EASILY  H  , 
POLICE  ?  , bnkkdbs+ bnqqdbs+ rtoonrd+ udq`mc`+ rxqhmfd
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Lexical distribution differences between British and American Pronunciations
 
 UK US
 

 missile !lHr`Hk !lHrk <
 futile !eit9s`Hk !eit9πk <<
 fertile !e29s`Hk !e29qπk <
 projectile oq?!cYDjs`Hk oq?!cYDjsk <
 servile !r29u`Hk !r29qu?k
 nubile !mit9a`Hk !mt9a?k
 but
 exile !Djr`Hk !Djr`Hk
 

 either !`HC? !h9C?q
 neither !m`HC? !mh9C?q
 figure !eHf? !eHfi?q
 suggest r?!cYDrs r?f!cYDrs
 clerk !jk@9j !jk29qj
 lieutenant kDe!sDm?ms kt9!sDm?ms
 patriot !ozsqh?s !odHsqh?s
 tomato s?!l@9s?T s?!ldHπnT
 vase !u@9y !udHr
 

 With word stress
 

 enquiry HM!jv`H?qh '!DMjv?qh(
 address ?!cqDr '!zcqDr(
 aristocrat !zqHrs?jqzs ?!qHrs?jqzs
 harass !gzq?r g?!qzr
 magazine lzf?!yh9m !lzf?yh9m
 

 Phonological distribution differences between British and American Word Stress
 

 primary!oq`Hlqh !oq`HldHqh
 cemetery !rDl?sqh !rDl?sDqh
 category !jzs?fqh !jzπ?fN9qh
 laboratory k?!aPq?sqh !kza?q?sN9qh
 but
 century !rDmsR?qh !rDmsR?qh
 

 cremate jq?!ldHs !jqh9ldHs
 frustrate eq?!rsqdHs !eqUrsqdHs
 vacate u?!jdHs !udHjdHs
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