From Fawcett, R., forthcoming a.The Functional Syntax Handbook:
Analyzing English at the Level of FormLondon: Equinox.

Note that, in the final re-write, the details of the description of many
of the units will be transferred from here to the relevant chapters, so
that the final version of the present chapter will be much shorter. So
here you are getting a large proportion of the book in one chapter!

XXX In particular, much of the material for the chapter on
embedded clauses is included here.
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How to analyze text-sentences:
Guidelines based on Part B

1 Preliminaries
1.1 How to use these guidelines

The best long-term strategy - tedious though it will certainly be at first - is to
follow the procedures in the followinQuidelines step by step, until you reach the
point when you have established them as a habit of thought. You will be able to
operate them without thinking. But you are likely to have to analyze between fifty
and a hundred sentences before you reach this point - depending on the complexity
of the sentences and how quickly your mind adapts to this type of analysis. But
everyone can learn to do it (in a fe cases only with great perseverance, as a score or
more of generations of students have discovered - sometimes to their surprise!

Then, when you feel ready, you should move on to working for most of the time
with just the four summary sheets at the end of Ghgdelines You may well
develop your own variants of the techniques suggested here - but they are likely to
fit within the overall strategy outlined in Section 1.3 below.

However, if at some point you find that you have forgotten some part of the
procedure - or if you find yourself working on a text with particularly tough
problems - you should be prepared to return to the relevant section of this chapter.
You are most likely to return to it to make use of one of the many tests for
recognizing an element. And, when you encounter a really difficult problem, you
may need to return to the fuller discussion of the elements concerned - and/or to the
additional tests - in the appropriate chapter (e.g. Section 9 of Chapter 5 to sort out a
borderline Main Verb Extension). Another way to find the right section of the right
chapter is simply to look up, in the index at the end oHhadbook the name of
the element - or elements - that you think may be involved.

TheseGuidelinesare not definitions or rules but - as their name stasasply
GUIDELINES. Usually they will help you to find the ‘right answer’, but they are not
infallible. In many cases the strength of their reliability is shown by giving a

1. You may find it useful to mark the position in the book of the four summary pages by a
coloured marker.



percentage in brackets, e.g. ((99% reliable)’. Where no percentage is given the
reliability is 100%. As always in thislandbook the guidelines make use of
CRITERIA that aresemanticandfunctional. As you will recognize by now, the
reason for this is that the best way to understandiaimaal patterns of language is
to ask whafunction they serve.

Since it is multi-clause sentences that pose the main problems, the guidelines are
set out on the assumption that the sentence that you are analyzing has more than one
clause. However, in providing for multi-clause sentences, the guidelines also cover

the problems of analyzing one-clause sentehces.
1.2 Five practical tips for drawing syntax diagrams

1 Most natural texts involve sentences wetmbedded clausesTo show their
structure clearly, you will need far more space than you need for a simple
clause. Luckily, most sentences can be analyzed on a single sheet of A4 paper
(or US legal or letter size), if you SImpWRITE THE SENTENCEAT THE BOTTOM OF
THE LONG SIDE OF THE SHEET. For long sentences - i.e. for sentences with a lot of
co-ordination or embedding - you may need to place several sheets end to end.
When you write the sentences on the sheets, have the joins at the boundaries
between clauses - or at least groups. You can show the connections by placing
an arrow on the connecting line, with a symbol showing the element or unit on
the other page to which it leads.

2 NUMBER THE SENTENCESOf your text as 1, 2, 3, etc, to make it simple to refer to
them.

3 You can save paper if YORLACE SHORT SENTENCESSIDE BY SIDE ON THE SAME
SHEET OF PAPER When analyzing natural texts, you shonkEVER TRY TO SAVE
PAPERBY HAVING LESSTHAN THE FULL WIDTH OF AN A4 sHeeT (or US equivalent)

ABOVE THE TEXT. You may find it hard to believe, but it is certainly the case that

if you have too little space on the page the lack of space to make more complex
analysis can actually bias your thinking, so that you find yourself analyzing a

sentence in such a way as to fit the diagram into the available space. It may
surprise you that anyone could actually allow themselves to think this way, but

learners - and even experienced text analysts - quite often do just this.

4 WORK IN PENCIL, With an ERASER ready for when you need to change your
analysis - as you will often need to, even if you are a professional linguist.

5 In drawing the final diagram, i.e. the one that displays the full detail of the
structure, you Shoul&TART WITH THE MOST DEEPLY EMBEDDED UNIT and then
work upwards. And you should try to keep the elements of each mvmit
WITH EACH OTHER. (This point is expanded upon in Strategy Tip 2 in Section
1.4)

1.3 An overall strategy for sentence analysis

To analyze sentences efficiently you need a good overall strategy. Many syntax
analysts, over many years, have proved the value of the strategy described here. It

2. Butin such cases much of the rest of this section and of Sections 2.2 and 2.3 would in fact be
irrelevant, as we will see.

3. This type of illogical reasoning happens, of course, at a subconscious level.
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has the following four stages.

1 LocateeveRy CLAUSE in the sentence.
Section 2.1shows you how to do this.

2 For eaclrembedded clausgidentify THE ELEMENT THAT SHOWS HOW IT RELATES
TO THE UNIT ABOVE IT. Such elements almost always occur atBh&NNING Of
the clause.

Section 2.2shows you how to do this.

3 ldentify the HIGHEST cLAUSE (or the highest two or more co-ordinated clauses).
Then, using the information from Stages 1 and 2, try to form adustaLL
PICTURE Of how theLowER cLAUSES relate to it (or them). If you can't see the
overall picture at this point, don’t worry. Simply move to Stage 4 - but, when
you do, draw your analySMERY LIGHTLY, in pencil.

Section 2.3gives guidance on how to identify the highest clause(s).

4 NOWw - AND ONLY NOW - you are ready to start on theralLED ANALYSIS. Follow
theTwo ‘STRATEGY TIPS given below, referring at every point to the appropriate
parts of the later sections of th&Saidelines

Section 2.4gives you general advice on this -
and the rest of th&uidelinegyive you detailed guidance for each unit:
Section 3covers the clause,
Section 4covers the nominal group,
Section 5covers the prepositional group,

and so on for the quality and quantity groups, clusters and quoted text, etc.

1.4 Two tips on your overall strategy for analysis

Strategy Tip 1

In the process of sentence analysis, over 75% of the problems relate to clauses - i.e.
to discovering

(a) what their internal structure is, and, for embedded clauses, and
(b) how they relate to the unit next above them.

So, when you first start looking at a sentence:

Don’t get sidetracked into analyzing theanTERNAL structure of
any S, C or A - unless a clause is embedded within that element.

In other words, keep your attention focussed firmly on the analysis ofdeses

Leave the internal syntax of S, C or A till later - unless they contain a clause.
Instead, just sketch in - perhaps only in your mind - a large triangle endeiS,

C AND A THat DOESN T CONTAIN A CLAUSE - as is done in the diagrams in Sections 3
and 4. The meaning will be: ‘The analysis of the internal structure of this element is
to be left till later.” (You can make an exception when the element is very simple
and won't sidetrack you, e.g. when a S or C is filled by a simple ngp with only a
head.) As you gain experience you won'’t need actually to draw triangles, and you

4. The mistake that learners make most frequently is to leave out Stages 1-3, and to start
immediately on the detailed analysis. This gives a false sense of progress, and it is a temptation
that should be resisted.



will simply leave such areas blank until you are ready to come back to them.

Important caveat to Strategy Tip I However,WHEN A CLAUSE FILLS AN
ELEMENT IN A GROUPR, you should do whatever analysis of that group is necessary to
establish just how the clause fits into it. Pencil in lightly the g or f (or whatever the
element filled by the clause is), and then leave the rest for later - i.e. until you have
discovered the overall picture of the relations between the clauses.

Strategy Tip 2
This tip comes in three parts.
Tip 2a Keep the elements of each unit level with each other.

Why is this so important? The reason is that, if you want your diagram to show the
internal structure of the sentence really clearly, the reader of the diagram needs to be
able to see at a glane@iAT THE ELEMENTS OF EACH UNIT ARE. And the best way to do
this is to draw them at the same level of the diagram as each other (i.e. at the same
distance above the words of the text).

But there is a problem. This is that, until you have analyzed all the units
embedded in the unit, you don’'t know what height above the text to put its
elements. This is why Tip 2b is equally important:

Tip 2b Start your detailed analysis with the most embedded unit.

If you do this you can ensure that, when you come to draw the triangles that show
the exponence relationship between the items and the elements above them, they
will be the right height (e.g. the triangles for the p of a pgp and the O, X, and M of

a clause).But now the problem is: ‘How do | locate the most embedded unit?” So
Tip 2c is:

Tip 2c The most embedded unit is likely to be at (or neanHe
RIGHT END OF THE CLAUSE THAT FILLS .

This guideline is over 75% reliable, but there are numerous exceptions. The most
embedded unit is sometimes at the start of the clause. One quite frequent case of
this is when a clause fills a thematized Adjunct. Or the most embedded unit may be
a group that is embedded in a determiner or a modifier in a nominal group - and this
could be locatechnywHERE in the overall sentence. Nonetheless Tip 2c makes a
useful starting point.

Note that Strategy Tip RVOLVES ALL CLASSESOF UNIT, and not just clauses - i.e.
it is about groups and clusters too. More often than noRi#sMOST UNIT in a
clause is group. In fact, it is quite often a thematized Adjunct that consists of a
prepositional group with a nominal group at its cv, and so requiresvo
LAYERS OF ANALYSIS. And that nominal group may itself contain embedded groups,
e.g. aquality group atm or aprepositional group atq. The fact is that all
groups (and the genitive cluster) have the potential to have their elements filled by
other groups (and in some cases clauses). So before you start your detailed work
on the most embedded group, you will normally need to inspect carefully the rival
claimants for the status of being the most embedded unit, possibly sketching in the
main relationships lightly before deciding. But, with practice, it will usually be
quite easy to decide.



To summarize: apart from the case where a clause fills a thematized Adjunct -
and a few others - you should expect that your diagram for a complex sentence has
rather more tall thin triangles (‘stalagmites’) at tther end and in thenpoLe, with
the majority of the lower triangles (‘squat pyramids’) occurring tartber.

If you follow the strategy principles and tips given above, your diagram will
show clearly and elegantly the functional structure of the sentences that you

analyzea

2.1 How to locate every clause
The basic principle

Even though there may be many clauses in a sentenceCéacise (Cl)has
just oneMain Verb (M). So, if you can successfully locate every Main Verb,
you will have located the key element of every Clause. You therefore know, right
from the startsow MANY clauses there are in the sentence.

The Main Verb expresses tlierocess- or, quite oftenparT of the Process.
It is best to identifyaLL the words that contribute to the expression of the Process at
the same time, and the two steps of the following procedure will help you to do
this. And, since the Process and its associB@dicipant Roles (PRs)are so
tightly bound up with each other, you walr THE samE TIME make your first
attempt at analyzing these.

1 The Process and PR Tegb9% reliable)

Find the word (or words) that express the Processnd at the same
time make a first guess (to be confirmed later) at which words exfhess
Participant Roles that it ‘expects’. The Process is expressed in

EITHER

(a) alexical verbatM (around 70-95%, varying with different types of text);

OR

(b) a lexical verb at M with one or occasionally twadVain Verb
Extensions (MEX) (i.e. a ‘phrasal verb’), as ide put the lightout, He
had a bath and (withtwo MEXxs) He camebackin andHe put the key
(bacR in.

OR

(c) alexical verb atM with apreposition (p) in a pgp at C that expresses
part of the Process (i.e. a ‘prepositional verb’), &hi@’s bokingat him;

OR

(d) a lexical verb at M with BotH a MEx anp a p (i.e. a ‘phrasal-
prepositional verb’, as iikle won't put up with it andHe's very fond of
her.

So the main task is to find, which is oBLIGATORY (99.9%reliable), and, if
there is one (or more), alyEx and/or, if there is one, tipgreposition.

Test Assuming thaixxx stands for the Main Verl(yy) stands for one (or
occasionally more) possible Main Verb Extensiqizz) stands for a possible
preposition and thasomeone/thing/wherestands for each possible PR, try
saying:



In this Process of xxx-ing (yy) (zz), we expect to find
someone or something

xxx-ing (yy) (zz)
(someone or something)

((to or from) someone or something or somewhere)

(The last line says that the possible second or third PR is sometimes preceded
by to or from.)

If you think you have a possible Main Verb Extension, go to Step
2. Otherwise go to Stegy on ‘Starting drawing the diagram’.

Problems to watch out for

1 Do not make the mistake of assuming that if an element is ‘important in the message’ it
is a PR. All elements are potentially important. A PR is an element tBRPEETED
by the Process, i.e. .

2 Look out for words that have the form of a typib&lbut which are in fact adjectives, i.e.
the apexof aquality group, e.g.frightenedin He's a very worried maandinteresting
in That's rather interesting.Test for an adjective by placingry before the word (99%
reliable). See Chapter 9 for the grammar of adjectives.

3 Sometimes an event is expressed as a nominal group rather than as a clause - i.e. as a
nominalization - e.g.her abrupt opening of the windown this example the word
openingis the head of a nominal group that expresses a nominalizatiomycanthe
Main Verb of a clause. You can establish this by inspecting the words that precede it,
hereher andabrupt,which are clearly a deictic determiner and a modifier. See Chapter 17
for the full treatment of nominalizations.

4 Some verb forms may co-occur wittvoO OR MORE patterns of PRs, e.g. (apenin he
opened the doof2 PRs) andhe door openedl PR); and (b)nakein he has made a sand
castle(2 PRs) andRacial prejudice makes him ang{$ PRs).

5 As we have seespmewherés used in the test for a PR. But occasionsdlyne timeés
also needed, e.g. in testirihe age of the hippies was in the 1960But note that
somewhereand some timecan also replace Adjuncts ( expressing ‘Place’ and ‘Time
Position’), so you should apply the C or A test in such cases.

6 When the itenit occurs at S, it may bEITHER an ‘empty Subject’ expounded fy OR
it may be a normal referring expression. To test which it is, try re-expressing the clause,
replacingit by what. Does it still make sense? If so, it is a PR. Examigkeherecan
be re-expressed &ghat’s here? butlt’s raining cannot be re-expressed\at’s raining?

7 Occasionally there may be two or even three MExs (if oi®e, as inHe madehis
way backout into the garden

8 Remember that a MEx may be filled by a nominal or other group, as with the underlined
portions ofHe madehis wayinto the garder{ngp), He is takinga shower(ngp), She fell
fast asleep(glgp), andHe has fallerin_love with Italy (pgp) It may occasionally be
filled by a clause in order to introduce a Main Verb, aShe’s gonahoppingfor a new
pair of shoes.

9 In It's sunnythe wordsunnyis treated as a MEX, so the Process is one of 'being sunny'.

Test whether the possible Main Verb Extension (MEX) really is
one.

The following test works for most MEXxs, i.e. for txe-worp MEXs listed
below in theMEx Word Form Test. It also for units that expand these
items, such afar awayandright out But note the followingguidelinesfor
dealing with another 5% or so:

(1) When a possible MEXx is filled byreominal group (or any other unit),
it is virtually certain to be a MEX, e.g.hugin She gave me a hug.



(2) Although the test doesn’'t work when both the Miiackand another
MEX occur IN THE SAME CLAUSE, as in He wentback out (into the
garden) it does work if yourestEACH MEX ONITS OWN.

Use the above guidelines and the MEx Word Form Test below to
test the decisions that you reached on the basis of the Process
Test in Step 1 above.

The MEx Word Form Test
Ask: Is the possible MEx in the following list of frequent MExs?

Very frequent:

up, down; in out; on off, about, (a)round, away, along; over, throug!
andback -which can occur with others (as also cap

and also, with ‘movement’ Processiesjde,outside

Less frequent

across, apart, asigeahead; forwarg behind, in front; by, togetheunder

If Yes there is a probability of over 95% that it is MEX.

This rises to 99.9% if the word @ut, awayor back(from the ‘very frequent’
list) or apart, aside, ahead, forward, in frordr together (from the ‘less

frequent’ list)?

If No, it may still be MEX, because other items also occasionally occur as MEX,
e.g.stay put, come to, fall aslegmdbe / do / get better / well.

Example of applying these guidelinesConsider the Process livy is in

love with Ike (which is related to, though different in meaning from, the
Process invy loves kg Firstly, we infer from the Process Test that ‘being in
love with’ is a Process, i.e. type (d) of the examples in Step 1 (M + MEX + p).
Secondly, the first guideline above allows us to regard the prepositional group
in loveas a MEx (even though it does not passNtitex Word Form Test
below). Thirdly, we infer from the Word Form Test (and from the additional
tests to which it refers you) that the following waevih is NoT @ MEX - so that

it is likely to be a preposition.

If you have problems in deciding about a possible MEXx, consult
Section 9 of Chapter 5. There you will find a much fuller set of

tests, and many worked examples. These cover the 5% of
problem cases not provided for above.

Worked example Let's assume that we are analyzing the following sentence,
which reveals a potential problem for Ivy and Ike’s relationship.

The items which are most likeoT to be a MEX (i.e. to be preposition) are:

from the ‘very frequent’ list: in, inside, outside, on, off, over, about, ropaddthrough,
from the ‘less frequent’ list: across, behind, undemd above alby.



Ivy wishes that they went out more often, but Ike prefers to look at T

First, underline the word (or words) which you think expresses the first
Process, and then move on to the next Process - and so on, to the end of the
sentence. When you have underlined all of the four Processes in this sentence
you should have the following:

Ivy wishesthat theywent outmore often, but IkpreferstolookatTV .

In our example there are two Processes that are expressed in multi-word verbs:
went out andlook at. The question about each is: ‘Is this a phrasal verb, and so
M + MEX, or a prepositional verb, and so M + p?’

Let's take ‘going out’ first. It is a one-role ‘social action’ ProgesH. we

apply the simpleMEx Word Form Test for a MEx we find thabutis 95%

likely to be a MEXx - and if we consult the full version of the test (Section 9.3 of
Chapter 5) we find that, when the possible MEgusand it is not followed by

of, the probability rises to 99.9%. This is useful because, since this is a one-
role phrasal verb that is not a ‘movement’ Process, we cannot in fact apply any
of the additional MEX tests given there.

The second problem concero®k at But at does not pass th&MEx Word
Form Test for a MEXx, and nor does it pass any of the other tests, i.e. we can’t
say He looks TV at.. This shows thaat is not a MEX, so it must be a

preposition.
In case of doubt about a possible MEX, consult Section 9 of Chapter 5.
3 Starting drawing the diagram

After applying any MEX tests that are required, pencil in éd¢lkand also any
MEX . Then lightly addCI an inch or so above eabh, and the lines that link it
to theM and anyMEX.

Finally, if there is g that also helps to express the Process, pencil it in too - a
layer lower than the M (and any MEX), since it occurs inside a pgp at C. Thisis
the stage when you get your first visual image of the clauses that you will be
trying to relate to each other - this being the big challenge in sentence analysis.

Do all thisIN VERY LIGHT PENCIL, because you will almost certainly have to
redraw them later. At this preliminary stage, don’'t worry about getting the
height above the text right. See the example below as a rough guide to spacing.

6. Herewent outis not a one-role Process of ‘physical movement’, as it would bleen went

out for a few minutesnd nor is it a two-role Process of ‘social action’ - or, preferably, ‘matching’

- as it would be inlvy has beengoing out with Ike for two years- which is a ‘phrasal-
prepositional verb’. See the discussion of how to analyze this and other such Processes in Chapter
2 of theFunctional Semantics Handbook.
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Ivy wishes that theywent outmore often, but Ikprefersto look atTV .

This is a useful start. The next step is to begin workingHOwt THE CLAUSES
ARE RELATED TOEACH OTHER. The purpose of the next section is to help you to
do this. The key to success is to look carefully aBemavNINGS of the clauses -

and also, as we will see, the ends. We will find that we have to rub out some of
what we have drawn, and then redraw it. This is normal when analyzing
complex sentences, and it is the reason for working in pencil.

Problems to watch out for

1 Very occasionally th¥ is ellipted, as in the underlined second clausdkeofikes Ivyand
Ivy lke, and the underlined portion @ithough completely blindPaul could reach the
corner shop in five minute@n the last example the wortle was- i.e. S as well as O/M
- are ellipted.) Ellipsis of the M is always easy to spot. Simply write ¥as
brackets, i.e. agM).

2 There is no ellipted M in the special case of a clause that fills a ‘Tag’ Adjunct, as in the
underlined parts dfle’s left,hasn’'t h& andLet’s start nowshall we? This is because the
meaning of the Adjunct is purely interpersonal.

3 There are two verbs which occur very frequentlyMt but which also occur very
frequently as other elements. These arefdrens of be and have- i.e. am, is, are,
was, were, being, beeandhave, has, haandhaving. As well as being M, they may be
X or O/X, and forms of‘bemay also beD when followed byto. Also, while forms of
doare usually an Operator they are also quite commah,as.g. bothdid anddo in Did
he do it?

4 The MEx of a phrasal verb should not be confused with the preposition of a
prepositional verb. Problems occasionally arise because some MExs have the same
form as some prepositions (eagound, about, in, on, off, ovand p). The preposition
of a prepositional verb isOT an element of the clause, buparT of the following C,
as inFred looked at Ivy.Hereat completes the expression of the meaning begun in the
M; the Process is one of ‘looking at’ (i.e. the ‘agentive’ equivalent of ‘seeing’). We
know thatatis not aMEx because we cannot s&yred looked Ivy at The prepositional
verblook atin the worked example illustrates this point. See Step 3 above and especially
Section 9 of Chapter 5 for the tests for MExs and prepositions that are part of the
Process.

5 Rather similarly, MExs should not be confused with prepositions that@repart of
prepositional verbs, as iRred is in London(S O/M C) andlvy jogs in the park on
SundaygS M A A).) These do not express Processes of ‘being in’ or ‘jogging in’.

6 Watch out for (a) forms diaveoptionally followed by the XExgotand (b) forms obe
followed by one of the many types of XEx (see Note 3 in Section 3). These XExs are
typically followed by the Infinitive Element (Ijo, and they express meanings such as
‘future expectation’, ‘probability’, ‘control by authority’, ‘ability’, ‘willingness’, etc as in
She’s going to go, She’s about to go, He’s likely to go, He’s got to go, She’s (un)able
to go, He’s willing to gpetc.



If you have problems in deciding about a possible MEX, consult
Section 9 of Chapter 5. There you will find a full set of tests for
MEXxs, complete with worked examples for each major type.

2.2 How to locating the beginning of every clause
2.2.1 The overall method

1

Thefirst clausein a sentence - e.g. as in the worked example - is usually
NoT an embedded clause (over 95% reliable). Section 2.2.2 describes the
various types of embedded clause - typically ones at A - that are exceptions
to this generalization.

Look for the items which signal that a clause embedded or co-
ordinated (these being listed in Sections 2.2.2 and 2.2.3). When you find
one mark it lightly in pencil, e.g. by drawing a box round it, as in the
examples below.

One slight problem is that several of the most frequent items can function as
two or more different elements (ethat). So for each item you should
check that it really is what you first though¥ EXAMINING THE WORDS
AROUNDIT. Ifitis&, Borl, label it as such.

Draw the line between it and th@l of which it is an element. This may
sometimes give you a diagram in which items containimghatem, which

you will later label as S, C or A, are given boxes, but this is not a problem.
These items will be dealt with in Section 3 as part of the internal analysis of
each individuaklause

When you add these to your diagram, rub out the existing pencilled
analysis, and replace it by one in which the clauses are at roughly the right
height above the text, so far as you can judge - e.g. as in the next worked
example.

As you gain experience, you can supplement the guidelines given in this
section with what you know about analyzing clauses. It is especially helpful
to think about:

(a) the number of PRs to expect for a given Process,

(b) the probability that the C of a Process will be filled by a clause - and if it
is ...

(c) what type of embedded clause it is (see below).

In the next three sections we shall look firstly at items (words and morphemes)
which help us to identifembeddedclauses, and then at ones that help with
co-ordinated clauses. Sometimes clauses ae-ordinated at their
embedded position, so that they aerH co-ordinated AND embedded
Thirdly, we shall see howunctuation or intonation (in a spoken text)
contribute to recognizing clause boundaries. (If your text is a spoken text and
you do not have intonation analysis skills, you will find that it helps to
‘translate’ the intonation into punctuation.)
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2.2.2Finding the items which show the beginning of an
EMBEDDED clause

The following notes list the most frequent types of item.

1 Binders (B) in full clauses at A Binders that introduce a clause that fills
an Adjunct can be grouped by the function of the A. So they introduce clauses
that express meanings of:

Time (with many Process types)

(a) time positionwhen; before; while, as, whils{old-fashioned), after,
immediately(informal), directly (informal), as soon as, once, the moment,
now (that) until, till; (ever) since; whenever, every / each time / second /
minute,etc (B filled by ngp)(when) (the) next / last timeetc (B filled by
ngp) (when) than(following no sooner .),

(b) duration: a subset of the previous list,wleen; before; while, as, whilst
(old-fashioned).

(c) periodic frequencywhenever, when, as often / frequently as

Quasi-experiential logical relationships

(d) condition: (even) if / supposing (that), assuming (that), unless, providing /
provided (that), on that, in the event th§ust) in casewhether or not,
whether(followed by the co-ordinated ‘pro-clause’nol);

(e) cause:because, since, aand also, less frequentlyn that, inasmuch
as(e.g.He has measles, because he sat next to)Jane

() grounds:because, since, on the grounds tljatg.He has measles, because
he’s covered in spgts

(g) concessionalthough, (even) though, even if, while, whereas, except(ing)
that, not that,

(h) purpose(in order / so as) to, so that, in order that, |ésid-fashioned),

Other Circumstantial Roles (with specific Process types)

(i) manneras, as if, as though, just / much as, likeuthful), the way

() respectas/ so far a®r wherefollowed by S +is concerned,

(k) comparisonas / like(informal) as good girl should

() exceptionexcept (that).

(m)proportion:as (he got older), the (older he got)

Occasionally a Binder is not expounded directly by a word, but is filled by a
unit. Examples of @uantity group at B include:soon / immediately after
andjust / a few minutes befareExamples with a nominal group at B include
those listed above such egery timegtc, the next / last timeetc. But inevery

time, yearetcwhenandthe next / last timeestcwhen,the ngp fill the ad of the
gtgp; see Section 7.

A few of these Binders, such after, before, until, tillandsince also occur in
the same sense as prepositions. (For the pgp see Section 5.)

2 Binders (B) in partial clauses at & Partial clauses at A express a range
of meanings that only partly overlaps with meanings of the full clauses. In one

7. Alternative names for Binders are ‘subordinators’ or ‘subordinating conjunctions’.
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case where both are available the partial clause is much more frequent, i.e. in
Purpose Adjuncts. Many of the Binders that introduce them have the same form
as a preposition.

Time (with many Process types)

(a) time position: when, before, while, whilgbld-fashioned)after, (ever)
since and alsoin andon, e.g.on / after reading that bogk

(b) duration: when, before, while, whilgbld-fashioned),after; (ever) since,
e.g.whilereading that booKNB not *during reading ij,

Quasi-experiential logical relationships

(c) cause(what) with(+ S) + M+ng .., e.g.(what) with (Ike) living at home
now, our total housekeeping costs are much lasdwithout + M+ing /
having ...as inWithout meeting / having met him, | can’t form an opinion

(d) concessionalthough, though, while, whilqpld-fashioned);n spite of,
despitet M+ing/ having..., e.gwhile feeling pretty satisfied, ...,

(e) purposan order / so agfollowed bytoatl), e.g.in order to reach it, ...,

Other Circumstantial Roles (with specific Process types)
() manneras if, as though M+ing .., e.g.as if liking it (infrequent),
(g) method:by, through, in(+ S) + M4ing / having..., e.gthough hitting it,

Note: ‘condition’ is not listed above because it does not occur with partial
clauses. Note that we analyze examples suthvasrking after 6 p.m., please
ensure that all lights are switched off before you leagehaving the wordgou
areellipted.

3 Binders (B) in full clauses at C (and S) This type of Binder typically
introduces a clause that fills@Gomplement (C) - and occasionally a Subject
(S). The most frequent by far tisat, and it expressesTHER a ‘report’ of
spoken or written text or of thought, aslibelieve / Ivy sayshat he’s gone
now, or a ‘proposition’, as in the underlined portionsidfat she will sings
possibleandlt is possible hat she will sing The wordsif andwhetheralso
clauses at C, typically in reports of polarity seekergp : if if can be replaced
by whethey the clause fills C. But if it can be replaceddmpposingit fills A.
Sometimes the Bindehat is covert, as at the start of the underlined clause in
He saidhe would be here

4 Binders in clauses at q (afterfact, etc) This is a semantically similar
use for the Bindethat (and occasionallyhethe) to the last. Typical examples
are the underlined portion of the following‘ou are ignoring the fact /
possibility / viewpoint / Bob’s hundhat he isn’'t qualified for the jolthe
guestionwhether he’ll be there

5 The Binder for in partial clauses at C (and S) The only type ifor, ant
it occurs in a partial situation which has a Subject - fiog.(followed by S and
toatl), e.g.For you to come towvould be niceandIt would be nicdor you
to come too

8. This type of Binder is also called a ‘subordinator’ or ‘subordinating conjunction’, and in some
types of ‘generative’ grammar it is also called a ‘complementizer’.
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6 Binders (B) in clauses at f at qtf.This type of clause occurs inside the
structure of quality groups (glgps) and quantity groups (qtgps), and they are the
same for both. Here B introduces a clause that fiiieisher (f) in a glgp (or
a quantity group finisher (qtf) in a gtgp. These Bs atiean, as andthat,
and they co-occur with certain earlier items -m@are / less .... than, as .... as,
too .... for, so .... thatln a glgp the ‘earlier item’ is usuallytamperer (dt)

- but if it issoit is anemphasizing temperer (et) In a qtgp it can be either
the adjustor (ad) or theamount (am). Examples in glgps arenore/less
quicklythan vy had moved, as quickisyou can, so quicklthat | missed it,
too quicklyfor me to catch it.Examples in gtgps aréke has eaten more (food)
thanIvy has, Ike loves vy so muitiat it hurts.

7 wh-items in clauses at C (and very occasionally Skrequent items
are: who, what, which, when, where, how, how many, what stct,
Occasionally some of these items are preceded by a preposition i in
who(m) at what time etc. Thesewh-items regularly introduceeports of
spoken and written texts or gfought atC, as inShe knows who he ighey
also occur at S and C in cases suchvast you see is what you gedtc, and
here thewvh-items can be followed yever as inwhoever, whatever, however,
whereverandwhenever.In the case of enhanced theme constructionsitvils
S, the thewh-items in the embedded clause are as in the next sectionlt e.g.
was her money that / which they took.

8 wh-items in clauses at g (‘relative pronouns’) Frequent items are:
that, who, which, whertc. Occasionally some are preceded by a preposition,
as inwith who(m) at which timeetc. These typically introduce a clause as a
qualifier (g) in a nominal group - and occasionally a co-ordinated clause, as
in We visited York yesterday, which was lovelote (a) the large overlap
with the items in Note 4 (the main difference being the addition hetteif
and (b) thathat is frequentlycovert, with the result that in such cases there is
no item that expounds the ‘relating out’ element. (See Section 4 below for q.)

9 toas |, preceding M or occasionally XThis is only a marker of a bound
clause ¥ THEREIS NO X TOTHE LEFT OF THE | This type of clause occurs:

* most frequently as @omplement (C) as inHe wantgo see her

» often as anAdjunct (A), as inyou need new glassissee clearly

» occasionally as Subject (S) as inTo have spoken to Gladstosea great
privilege,

» occasionally as acope (s)as indifficult to beat very often

» occasionally as einisher (f), as intoo shortto reach it

* occasionally as @uantity group finisher (gtf), as intoo manyto
finish, or

» occasionally as gualifier (q), as inhis wishto see her again

Note that:

(a) The Infinitive Element (1) is almost always expounded by the ward/ery
rarely it isof: Comparene can read it, he is abte read it, andhe is capable
of reading it as discussed in Chapter 14.
(b) There may be more than one | in a clause, as in the underlined clause at S in
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To have to stop nowould be a shame.

(c) Sometimes the is preceded by either a Subject or the Binfigrand a
Subject, as in the underlined clause$anther to see therandFor her to
see clearly againvould be wonderfulln such cases, of course, thes not
at the beginning of the clause, but it is near it.

10 M or occasionally X ending in-ing - but only if there is no X to the left.
This type of clause occurs:

* most frequently as @omplement (C) as inl like seeing her

* quite often as anAdjunct (A) expressing ‘concurrent state’, asStll
feeling quite strongwe made straight for the summit,

* quite often as arAdjunct (A) expressing ‘subsequent state’, aslaving
swallowed some glucosee made for the summit,

* occasionally as &ubject (S) as inSpeaking to Gladstonis a great
privilege

Note that the I is quite often preceded by a Subject, as in the underlined clause
in | sawher reading it yesterdayIn such cases, of course, tirggform is not

quite at the beginning of the clause. And there can also be a preceding Adjunct,
as in Still feeling quite strong, ....

11 M ending in -ed, €n, etc.- but only if there is no X to the left. This type
of clause occurs:

* most frequently as anAdjunct (A) expressing ‘concurrent state’, as in
Battered by the stornwe made for home.

» occasionally as £&omplement (C) if preceded by a Subject, as ke
prefershis toast butteredwhereto beis ellipted, i.e. the full form isHe
prefershis toast to be buttered(CompareHe preferdhis toast warmwhere
to beis ellipted, i.e. the full form isHe prefersis toast to be warm But
in this case the iternein the full form is the M.)

Problems to watch out for

1 The wordto may be either greposition (p) or aninfinitive Element (1) .

But in practice you are unlikely to confuse these, because 4a)p is almost always
followed by a ngp, and (p as | is always followed by a verb (either a lexical verb
or an auxiliary verb) - very occasionally with an intervening Adjunct, a®in
boldly go....).

2 The most frequent ambiguous item of althait. It is usually B, but it can also be
eitherhorddinangp atS, C or cv. When itis hin a ngp, the ngp can be either the
‘relating out’ element in a clause at q, which is the most frequent type, or an ordinary
ngp. When the worthat occurs ineITHER of its two most frequent uses (i.e. as a
Binder or a relative pronoun, for which see Section 2.2), BRISNOUNCED IN A
WEAK FORM, sounding like the wordhefollowed by a ‘t’. In both of these cases it
comes at (or next to) the start of a clause - and so helps to identify the beginning of
the clause. However, when the wanét occurs as a dd or h in a ngp, at ook at
that! andLook at thatcat!, it is typically pronounced strongly, atitat rhymes with
cat. So, if you pronounce the words, it is easy to tell whether or not it is a Binder or
relating element, and so an indicator of the start of the clause.

3 The wordwhenmay introducesITHER a clause at A (when it is BpRrR a clause at C,

g or occasionally S, when it is a PR (so either S or C). However, if you apply the
PR tests to be given in Section 3 carefully, you will have no problems.

4  Similarly, the wordif may introduce a clause as A or C, but the PR test shows

which each case is.
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5 Some of the other words listed above (sigceand, less oftergy can beeITHER a
Binder OR a preposition. Some of these Binders appear under more than one heading
above because the clauses that they introduce serve more than one function.

Worked example By this stage you should have identified all the items that
show the beginning of a clause. They are marked here with boxes:

~~——— T N — T

Cl Cl Cl Cl
M M MEX M M

p
Ivywishes{ tha] theywent outmore ofte@t Ikprefers to| look atTV .

We have now reached the point where you will probably have to erase some of your
light pencil work, and to replace it by an analysis that reflects the new information
about which clauses aeanbedded

In the next sub-section we will note the role loinkers in marking the
relationship ofco-ordination between clauses. But since co-ordination is
usually a relatively simple matter we are probably now ready to replace the
above informal analysis by one that is a first serious attempt to see the overall
picture. The aim iS tOLACE THE LAYERS OF STRUCTUREAT ABOUT RIGHT HEIGHT

ABOVE THE WORDS, as shown below. (You may still have to change it later, e.qg.
when you discover unexpected layers of structure within a group - which is
why you should always work in pencil.)

You are now ready to add aly or | that is present, linking each to the clause

of which it is an element. Remember thatiag form can also be a sign that a
clause is embedded. And, anticipating the next section on co-ordination, you
may wish to add any simple Linkels)(too.

Finally, you should sketch in lightly the triangles showemgonence These
come above items that have no internal structure (or units whose internal
structure you have decided not analyze).

Worked example Because of what precedes and follows it, we can identify
the wordthat as aBinder (B) rather than any of the other elements that it may
be - and the wortb as aninfintive element(l) - rather than a preposition.

In this lase, it is not too hard to anticipate the next section and to identify the
word butas alinker (L) , and then to go on to see that, since we have already
identified twoembeddedclausesthat they went out more oft@mdto look at

TV), the two clauses thautlinks must be those beginning withy wishes ....
andlke prefers ...

If we put all this information together, we are likely to arrive at the more
structured representation of our example that is shown below. (The two ‘?s’
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mean that we don’t know yet what function these two clauses serve in the unit

next above them).

Cl Cl

| ]

M ? :
Cl Cl

NN /|

B M Mex I M
A AN AV
AN
vy wishes that they went out more often, but lke prefers to look a

We turn next to the details of how clauses may be related to each otlw-by
ordination.

2.2.3 Finding the items which show that a clause ¢®-ORDINATED

1 A Linker (&) is ALMOST ALWAYS FIRSTin the clause that it links. The most

frequent Linkers arand, or, but, soandthen together with the two two-word
Linkersand s¢ andand then But there are alsget, and yetfor, sothat (in its
resultative sense) andor (all formal). Note also two items that typically
function as Binders but which also sometimes function as Linkerand
because.The wordf can be used as amticipatory Linker that is followed

by then as inlf Ivy is there then Ike is bound to be there. t¢blote that here

the clausdf Ivy is therecannot occur aftethen lke is bound to be tpas it
would be able to if it was an embedded Adjunct.) The other such item is
becausewhen it introduces a clause that expresses the ‘grounds’ for believing
something - e.g. as iBhe’s got measles, because she’s covered with red spots
Herebecause she’s covered with red spr#e only be thematized if we believe
that her being covered with red spots is the ‘cause’ of ‘her having measles’ -
which we do not. Finally the worthe can function as a Linker (as ifhe
sooner she gets hereethappier we will bg and it caronLy occur when there

is also an anticipatory Linker (see the next paragraph).

Occasionally you may find aanticipatory Linker , which is also shown as

& . These occur in relatively fixed pairings witH@alowing Linker , as in
Either Fred lied to Ikeor Ike lied to Fred. Other pairs of Linkers ardioth ...

and .., either ... or ... neither ... nor ...not only ... but also ..(Such pairs

of linkers are in fact used to link groups more frequently than clauses -
especially nominal groups - see Note 13 of Section 4.) Other pairs of
anticipatory Linker + Linker found in clauses afe.. then ...(as mentioned
above), no sooner ..., tharfformal) / when (informal)..., barely / hardly /
scarcely ..., when ..andthe ..., the ..(as inThe sooner she gets herbet
happier we will bg.

3 There is a special type of ‘additive’ co-ordination in which the second of two
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co-ordinated clauses has the formal characteristics of a relative clause. Compare
Yesterday | discussed the problem with my dad, who was quite reigful
Yesterday | discussed the problem with my dad, which was quite hdipful.

the second examphlhich was quite helpfulloes not tell us more about the
Performer’s father (as it would if it was a genuine ‘relative clausetremswas

quite helpfulis); instead the sentence as a whole is semantically very close to
Yesterday | discussed the problem with my dad, and it was quite hefgful.
obvious reasons, this type of ‘additive’ co-ordination is termed ‘pseudo-
relative’. In such cases the two clauses are shown as co-ordinated in the usual
way, and the itemwhich is simply the head of a ngp that fills the Subject of the
second of the two. The test is: ‘Gamich be replaced by the wordsd it?’

When there is an occurrence of two or more co-ordinated clauses, those units
typically fill a Sentence X). (¥’ is the Greek letter ‘sigma’, which is

equivalent to ‘'S’ and so is often used in linguistics to represent ‘sentence’.)
Summary:Co-ordinated clauses can therefore fill:

1 a sentencey(,

2 an element of clause structure (C, A or occasionally S).
3 an element of group structure (usually g, but occasionally f, gtf, etc.).

Problem to watch out for: Clauses can be co-ordinated at every element that they
fill - and not just when they fill a sentencg)( You must therefore be ready for clauses
that begin withsotTH A Linker AND A Binder, e.g.He’s leaving nowbecausehe’s

tired and becausene has met all the people he wants to méstthis example illustrates,

& always precedeB.

If we now apply these additional points of analysis to the worked diagram, it
should look something like this:

b3
Cl Cl

| &/I

M

? M ?
Cl Cl

N /

A AA A

vy wishes that they went out more often, but lke prefers to look a

2.2.4Finding the punctuation which shows that a clause iso-

ORDINATED O EMBEDDED

Punctuation or intonation (in a spoken text) provide useful supportive

evidence for judgements based on forms of words, i.e. as made following the
criteria set out in the last two sub-sections. Intonation carries a wide variety of
important meanings, and you need to take these into account when analyzing the
meanings of a spoken text. However, to learn how to analyze both the forms and

17



the meanings of intonation is not a light tdskLuckily, we CAN EXPRESSMOST OF

THE ASPECTS OF INTONATION THAT ARE NEEDED FOR A FUNCTIONAL ANALYSIS BY USING

THE RESOURCESOF PUNCTUATION - by the use of dashes, for example, as well as
commas. So, if you are analyzing spoken text - and if you do not have the skills or
the time to add the analysis of the intonation - you should simply ‘translate’ the
intonation into punctuation.

1

Embedded clauses that are preceded by another portion of the same clause often
have a Starter (St) and anEnder (E). These are most often expressed
through a preceding and/or a following comma (, .... ,) or dash (- .... -), e.g.
the two commas itis brother, who lives in Auckland, works in international
communication.

However, if the Starter or Ender coincides with the first or last element of a
HIGHER unit in the syntax diagram, the elements of that higher clause typically
take precedence - with the result that the Starter or Ender of the embedded clause
may be missing. An especially frequent type is when the Ender of an embedded
clause coincides with the ender of a higher clause - e.g. at the end of a sentence.

A pair of brackets, i.e. ( ..... ), also signal embedding. Both members of the
pair must be present (so in this case the element of a higher clauseodoes
suppress a closing bracket in an embedded clause). (The preceding sentence is
in fact an example of this. And in a sentence such as the presentwvone,
Enders are required, one for the full stop and one for the closing bracket.)

Because the most frequent type of Starter is a comma, and because a comma is
written without a space between it and the preceding word, it tempting to treat
all Starters as if they were Enders of the preceding portion of text. The first
reason fomot doing this is that it is clear that the Starter is an element of the
embedded clausBECAUSE IT IS ONLY INTRODUCED WHEN THE EMBEDDED CLAUSE IS

GIVEN A SEPARATEINFORMATION UNIT. In other words, a comma, dash or bracket
before an embedded clause does not ‘end’ a unit - rathergNALS AN
INTERRUPTION OF THAT INFORMATION UNIT BY A DIFFERENT INFORMATION UNIT.

Thus the comma, signifying the start of the interrupting unit, always occurs just
where you would expect it, i.e. at the start of that unit (even though it is written,
by convention, as if it was part of the previous word). The second reason why
we need a Starter is to account for the bracket at the start of a sentence, as in the
two examples in Note 3 above.

So far we have been considerieghbeddedclauses. But punctuation may
also indicate a boundary between-ordinated clauses, through the presence

of anEnder in the non-final clause. It may be a comma (, ), a semi-colon (;) or
occasionally a colon (). The comma - and occasionally the semi-colon, - may
also co-occur either with a following Linker. This happens most typically when
it is the last but one in a set ofiRee OR MORE co-ordinated clauses, as lin
cooked myself some supper, | ate it, | washed up, and then | relaxed for an
hour in front of the televisionlt occurs most often with co-ordinated clauses
linked byand, or, but, so, then, and,ssmdand then

In a very similar way, quotation marks (“ .....") signal the beginning and end of
atext - typically, one that fills a Complement. The beginning and the end of a
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text both normally (but not inevitably) coincide with the beginning and end of a
sentence, and so of a clause. Because of this we can use quotation marks as a
way to corroborate judgements about clause boundaries.

The final stage of our worked example (prior to the clause analysis) is therefore:

2
Cl Cl
M ? E & M ? E
Cl Cl

M Mex |

ABA AN AAMAF’ |

vy wishes that they went out more often, but Ike prefers to look a

Problem to watch out for: The main problem is that the same set of punctuation items
that signal the boundaries of embedded and co-ordinated clauses are also used to signal the
boundaries of groups. This is why you should base your judgerr@sts on the word

forms, and then use the punctuation as supporting evidence.

We shall complete the clause analysis of the example in the next few sections.

2.3 Pause: seeing more of the overall picture

At this point it pays to pause in order to (a) look at what you have accomplished so
far, and (b) prepare for the detailed analysis.

1

Identify thehighest clause or clauseis the structure. This is usually easy,
because:

(a) The clause associated with theeksT Main Verb of a sentence is usually
the highest clause (the most frequent exception by far being when there is a
thematized Adjunct that is filled by a clause), and

(b) such clauses haweNE OF THE MARKERS OF EMBEDDED CLAUSES (as listed in
2.2 above).

You should already have worked out which clausescar®rdinated with
which, especially if there are two or more highest clauses - as in the worked

example. |F THERE ARE SOME LOWER CO-ORDINATED CLAUSES THAT YOU HAVEN'T
SHOWN AS CO-ORDINATED, ADD THE HORIZONTAL LINE SHOWING CO-ORDINATION NOW.

Now comes the most important bit. On the basis of the information gained so
far (e.g. as in the worked example), try to formaauerall picture of how

each of theembedded clausesor strings of co-ordinated embedded clauses)
relates toTHE CLAUSE (OR GROUP) ABOVE. At almost every point in sentence
analysis the key question to ask is:
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What function does this clause serve in the unit next above?

Often a clause is embedded at C or A. But if a clause fills an element of a
group, you should also look above the group for theuse IN WHICH THAT

GRoOuUP (or group within a group)s emeppeb. If you think you can see
what element of the unit above it the clause fills (e.g. g in a ngp)
write it in lightly in pencil. You will have a chance to confirm your guess
when you make your detailed analysis.

4 At this stage you are simply makingrasT ESTIMATE of what element each
clause fills. If it fills an element of group, you should look above that group
till you find the clausein which that group functions - or in which the group
above that group functions, et@JLTIMATELY YOU ARE VIRTUALLY CERTAIN TO
REACH ANOTHER CLAUSE, because the topmost unit is practically always a clause.
As you become more experienced at clause analysis you will come to be able to
work out, AT THE SAME TIME AS YOU ARE LOCATING THE EMBEDDED CLAUSES, the
specific element (and so the class of unit) which each embedded clause fills.

5 Sometimes you won't be able to see the overall picture at this stage. |If this
happens, simply move on to the detailed analysis - but keep working very
lightly in pencil.

6 Now you are as ready as you can make yourself to start the detailed analysis.

2.4 Making a detailed analysis: overview

The next step is to analyeacH UNIT IN TURN, using the procedures outlined for
each unit in the rest of these guidelines. Again, @ itGHT PENCIL until you are
sure that you have got the layers of structure right. And remember Strategy Tip 2,
and START YOUR DETAILED ANALYSIS WITH THE MOST EMBEDDED UNIT (which is often
the RIGHTMOST unit). This help to ensure that thewesT units in the syntactic
structure comeowesT on the page. When you have analyzed the most embedded
unit, you can relate the layers of structure in other units to it, and so produce a
neater diagram.

So, generalising from the key advice given in Section 2.3 about clauses, we can
say that,whenever you have completed the analysis aky unit, the
key question to ask is:

What function does this unit serve in the unit next above?

3 Procedure for each clause (one at a time)

Most of the new things that we have learnt about the clause Gindelines 3
have been covered in the preceding sections. Here we include the essential points
from Guidelines 3o provide a complete set of guidelines up to this point. The
order of the steps is important.

The procedure for clause analysis - brief version

1 Preparation: make the clause an ‘information giver’
and replacevh-items bysomeoneetc.
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2 Find the Process, and so the Main Verb M
or the Main Verb and Main Verb ExtensioiM + MEXx

3 Working leftwards, find any Auxiliary Verbs. X, X
4 Working leftwards, find the Infinitive Element, if there is one. |
5 Working leftwards, find the Negator, if there is one. N
6 Find the Operator - if there is one. (It helps to show the MOOD)O
7 Find the Subject (which also helps to show the MOOD). S

S may be avh-item. If Sis covert, place it in brackets. (S)
8 Find the Let element, if there is one. L
9 Sis probably a PR. Confirm any Complements (0, 1 or 2). C,C

If a C is awh-item, it comes early in the clause.

If aC is covert, place it in brackets. ©)
10 Find any Adjuncts. If aA is awh-item it comes early in the clause. A, A ...
11 Find the Ender. E

The procedure for clause analysis - full version

1 Preparation Most clauses argositive information-givers with no
thematized elements (or areembeddedclauses with a similar structure).
If the clause to be analyzed does have this structure, you should first re-
express it so that it has, either in your mind or on a spare piece of paper. This is
thesimplest full clause-type Most of the tests used below depend on your
having first ‘translated’ your original clause in this way. To do this:

(a) Give the clause the MOOD structure®fOorS M or S O/M.

(b) Make a ‘proposal for action’ into an ‘information giver’ that refers to future
time, usingyou/we/I will

(c) Replace any elements containingh-items by something, someone,
somewhereetc. and place it in its typical position.

(d) Remove any markers of negation, met, n’'t., never etc.

(e) Put anythematizedelements in their typical positions.

() Cut out Linkers, Binders and any ‘evaluative’ AdjundtsKily, maybe, |
think)

(g9) Expand anypartial clauses (‘non-finite’ clauses in traditional grammar)
into full clauses. If the clause has no clear time reference position, set it in

thepast

Examples

of (a) and (b)Re-expressSit down asYou will sit down.
(a) and (c)Re-expres¥Vhere will she live? asShe will live somewhere.
(d) Re-expresShe isn’t happy asShe is happy.
(e) Re-expres3hat film I didn’t like asl didn’t like that film
(e) Re-expres¥esterday saw lvy  asl saw lvy yesterday
(e) Re-expresOff they went to YorkasThey went off to York
() Re-expresand Ivy saw him aslvy saw him,
() Re-expres# Ivy saw him aslvy saw him.
(9) Re-expres$o visit Japan asThey visited Japan

2 Check and confirm the word or words that express the Process
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and at the same time checthe Participant Roles (PRs) that it
‘expects’.

(a) You will almost certainly have identified thglain Verb (M) already,
when applying thé°>rocess and PR Tesh Section 2.1 (‘How to locate
every clause’). Th# expresses the Process - guaat of the Process (if
there is also one or more Main Verb Extensions and/or an associated
preposition).

(b) Although M is virtually obligatory it may, very rarely, be absent (either
covert or ellipted) as inlke likes lvy, and Ivy lkeand Although
completely blind, ...... But in one case there is never lén this occurs
when a clause fills a Tag Adjunct, as in the underlined partseds left,
hasn't h& and Let's start now,shall w& The Main verb is irrelevant
because the meaning of the Tag Adjunct is purely ‘interpersonal’.

So applythe Process and PR Tedtom Section 2.1 QQ&XXX But this
is itlagain, as a check. Here itis:

2.1 The Process and PR TegB9% reliable)

Assuming thatxxx stands for the Main Verk(yy) for a possible Main Verb
Extension,(zz) for a possible preposition, ar{d..) for any optional elements,
try saying:

In this Process of xxx-ing (yy) (zz), we expect to find
someone or something

xxx-ing (yy) (zz)
(someone or something)

((to or from) someone or something or somewhere)

(The last line says that the possible second or third PR is sometimes preceded
by to or from.)

Each of someoneor something or somewhereis likely to be a PR.
Remember that it is therocessof xxx-ing (yy) (zz)that expects the PRs -
NOT the situation as a whole.

If the result of the test corresponds to the ‘test’ clause (even though some PRs
may not be overtly expressed in it the ‘test’ clause) the item corresponding to
XXX is M, and there is aTrRoNGPOSSIBILITY that the item corresponding

(if there is one) is MEx. So you can now lightly pencil in:

S?andC? above the elements that you think are PRs in the Process.
Worked example

In Ivy wishes that they went out more ofténmakes sense to say ‘In this
Process of ‘wishing’, we expect to find someone wishing something’, i.e. the
Process of ‘wishing’ expects a ‘wisher’ and ‘something that is wishedvySo
andthat they went out more ofteme the two PRdyvy probably beingS and

that they went out more oft@mnobably being &.

Similarly, inlke prefers to look at T\Wye can reasonably say: ‘In this Process
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of ‘preferring’ we expect to find ‘someone preferring something’.’1K&ois
probablyS, andto look at T\Ms probablyC.

And inthey went out more oftewe can say: ‘In this Process of ‘going out’ we
expect to find ‘someone going out’. (Alternatively, it could be ‘someone going
out somewhere’ - but it is not necessarily this in the case of,a ‘movement’
Process of thgo offtype; see MEx Test 3, in Section 9.7 of Cahpter 5.)

Finally, we can say ‘In this Process of ‘looking at’ we expect to find someone
looking at something’. The ‘someone’ is a covert PR, (i.e. ‘Ike") and the
‘something’ is ‘TV'.

But note that, for each clause, you will need to confirm which of

the PRs is ‘'S’ and which is ‘C’ in later tests - remembering that
occasionally NONE of the PRs is ‘S’.

The result of checking and confirming all of these PRs is that the analysis is
now as follows:

%\ /I\
B S? M Mex (S M Cfp
ANAAN VA A

Ivy wishes that they went out more often, but lke prefers to look a

If in doubt, go to 2.2.
2.2 A supplementary check

As a check on your analysis, consider the following examples and find the one
most like the clause you are analyzing. Then try re-expressing it on the model
of the test beneath each. If the result of the test makes sense, the item
corresponding taxxx in (b) abovas M, and there is atRoNGPOSSIBILITY that

the item correspond-ing tgy (if there is one) is &MEx, and that the item
corresponding taz (if there is one) is p.

Exampleswith M only:

vy sneezed -

‘This clause is about someaosgeezing (1 PR)
She is a doctor / happy -

‘This clause is about someadneingsomething.’ (2 PRs)
She gave Fred the book -

‘This clause is about someogiging someone something.’ (3 PRs)

He took the snake out of the box -
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‘This clause is about someadtakingsomething from somewherg3 PRSs)

Exampleswith M + MEX:
The milk has gone off -

‘This clause is about somethiggingoff.’ (1 PR)
He had a bath -

‘“This clause is about someonavinga bath’ (1 PR)
She gave him a big hug -

‘This clause is about someogiging someone@ big hug (1 PR)
I've worked the answer out -

‘This clause is about someaowerking out something.’ (2 PRs)

Example with M + p:
She’s listening to jazz -
‘This clause is about someadligteningto something.’ (2 PRs)

Exampleswith M + MEX + p:
She is still going out with him -

‘This clause is about someogeingoutwith someone.’ (2 PRs)
She fell in love with him -
‘This clause is about someaiadling in lovewith someone.’ (2 PRs)
She’s very fond of jazz -
This clause is about somedoeingvery fondof something.’ (2 PRs)

However, in a few cases you may still be unsure whether an element is a
Complementor anAdjunct. If so, use th€ or A Testin 2.3 below.

But note that you will need to confirm which of the two PRs is
‘S’ and which is ‘C’ in later tests - and that occasionally NONE
of the PRs is ‘S’.

2.3 Problems to watch out for

Problems to watch out for

1 Do not make the mistake of assuming that if an element is ‘important in the message’ it is
a PR. All elements are potentially important. A PR is an element tBapEETED by
the Process, i.e. byl.

2 Look out for words that have the form of a typib&lbut which are in fact adjectives, i.e.
the apexof a quality group, e.g.frightenedin He’'s a very worried maandinteresting
in That's rather interesting. Test for an adjective by placingry before the word (99%
reliable). See Chapter 9 for the grammar of adjectives.

3 Sometimes an event is expressed as a nominal group rather than as a clause - i.e. as a
nominalization - e.g.her abrupt opening of the windowln this example the word
openingis the head of a nominal group that expresses a nominalizatiorpartde Main
Verb of a clause. You can establish this by inspecting the words that precedeligrhere
andabrupt,which are clearly a deictic determiner and a modifier. See Chapter 17 for the
full treatment of nominalizations.

4 Some verb forms may co-occur wittvoO OR MORE patterns of PRs, e.g. (epenin he
opened the doof2 PRs) andhe door openedl PR); and (b)nakein he has made a sand
castle(2 PRs) andRacial prejudice makes him ang{$ PRs).

5 As we have seersomewherés used in the test for a PR. But occasionsdiyne timas
also needed, e.g. in testirfiche age of the hippies was in the 1960But note that
somewhereand some timecan also replace Adjuncts ( expressing ‘Place’ and ‘Time
Position’), so you should apply the C or A test in such cases.
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6 When the itemt occurs at S, it may lBTHER an ‘empty Subject’ expounded tby OR it

may be a normal referring expression. To test which it is, try re-expressing the clause,

replacingt by what. Does it still make sense? If so, it is a PR. Examipéeherecan be

re-expressed a'hat’s here? butlt’s raining cannot be re-expressed\@$at’s raining?

In It's sunny the Process is 'being sunny', and the gardhyis treated as a MEX.

8 Occasionally there may be two or even three MExs (if obad, as inHe madehis way
backout into the garden

9 Remember that a MEx may be filled by a nominal or other group, as with the underlined
portions ofHe madehis wayinto the garder(ngp), He is takinga showerngp), She fell
fast asleefglgp), andHe has fallerin love with Italy (pgp) It may occasionally be filled
by a clause in order to introduce a Main Verb, é&She’s gonshoppingfor a new pair of
shoes.

~

If you have a possible Main Verb Extension (MExgo to Step 3.
Otherwise go to Step 4.

Check and confirm (1) any Main Verb Extensions (MEX)(‘phrasal
verbs)’ and(2) any prepositions (p)(‘prepositional verbs’) that are part of

the expression of the Process. The two may be present together (i.e. in
‘phrasal-prepositional’ verbs suchgs out withandfall in love with.

The following simpleMEx Word Form Test works for most MEXxs, i.e. for
theone-worD MEXs listed below.

Ask: Is the possible MEXx in the following list of frequent MEXxs?

Very frequent:

up, down; in out; on off, about, (a)round, away, along; over, throug!
andback -which can occur with others (as also oaip

and also, with ‘movement’ Processiesjde,outside

Less frequent

across, apart, asideahead; forward behind, in front; by, togetheunder

If Yes there is a probability of over 95% that it is a MEX.

This rises to 99.9% if the word @ut, awayor back(from the 'very frequent'
list) or apart, aside, ahead, forward, in frordr together (from the ‘less
frequent’ list).

If No, it may still be a MEX, because other items also occasionally occur as a
MEX, e.g.stay put, come to, fall asledpe / do / get better / welyndbe / get
sunny /windy.

Worked example There is no 'possible MEX' in this example.

If you have problems in deciding about a possible MEXx, consult
Section 9 of Chapter 5. There you will find a much fuller set of
tests, and many worked examples.

Problems to watch out for

1 Occasionally there are two MExs, asHe wentbackout into the forest.

2 A MEx may be filled by
(a) a nominal group (e.d¢de is havinga nice bath She gave the pairt quick stiy,
(b) a prepositional group (e.ble fellin lovewith her last yegr
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(c) a quality group (e.gShe is stilbretty keeron him,and, rarely,
(d) a clause (e.d-de has gonghopping.

3 Typically a MEx follows its M, either immediately or after another element (which is
always short). Occasionally it occurs before S asaaked theme as inOff you go
now.

Worked example: Since we have already located the two Ms, the MEx and

the p, there is nothing to add to the last diagram.

QQQ XXX Should the following be placed here (to help sort out
PRs) or within the clause?

2.3 The C or A test(99% reliable)
1 Thematize the element to be testefde. put it first in the test clause),
2 Treat it a separate ‘information unit’ (i.e. separate it by a comma).

If the clause sounds natural with the element first, it is almost certainly an
Adjunct. But if it sounds odd it is almost certainly a Complement.

Soin | saw lke in Parisin Parisis A, but inlke lives in Parisin Parisis C.
(For the full set of tests, see Section 7.3 of Chapter 3.)

If you think the example you are analyzing has a possible Main
Verb Extension, go to Step 3. Otherwise go to Step

3 Check and confirm any Main Verb Extensions (MEXx) (‘phrasal
verbs)’ and anyprepositions (p) that are part of the expression of the
Process (‘prepositional verbs’). The two may be present together (i.e. in
‘phrasal-prepositional’ verbs suchgsout withandfall in love with.

(a) Occasionally there are two MExs, aHe wentbackoutinto the forest.

(b) A MEx may be filled by
(i) a nominal group (e.dde is havinga nice bath She gave the pairat

quick sti),

(i) a prepositional group (e.He fellin lovewith her last yeay,
(i) a quality group (e.gShe is stilpretty keeron him,and, rarely,
(iv) aclause (e.gde has gonshopping.

(c) Typically a MEXx follows its M, either immediately or after another element
(which is always short). Occasionally it occurs before S asatked
theme, as inOff you go now.

Worked example: Since we have already located the two Ms, the MEx and
the p, there is nothing to add to the last diagram.

4 Look to the left of M for any Auxiliary Verbs (X). These are
OPTIONAL. They are\LMOST ALWAYS expounded by:

(i) forms ofbe am, is, are, was, were, beirmgy,beenor
(i) forms ofhave have, hashad orhaving

TheonLy AUXILIARIES THAT ARE NOT EXPOUNDEDBY FORMSOF beAND haveare

(i) usedanduse (e.g.She used to go theemdDid you use to go therg?
(iv) seem, appear. look. soumeheN FOLLOWED BY M (e.g. She seems to
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like him),

(v) happen, turn out, prove, temeheN FOLLOWED BY M (e.g.She happens
to like hin),

(vi) getwHeN FoLLoweD BY M (e.g.He (will have) got beaten in the third
se)

(a) In principle there may be up to eleven different typeXah any one clause
(including some that only occur when they introduce Auxiliary Extensions,
to which we come next). But in practice there RXRELY MORE THAN TWO
Xsin any one clause.

(b) Most frequently, an X expresses a meaning related torihe of the
‘situation’ (95% reliable), but the ‘passive’ X also occurs frequently,
expounded by a form die or occasionallyget (in most texts under 1% of
Xs).

(c) This grammar reflects a trend in Modern English that is not fully provided
for in other grammars, in recognizing the regular occurrence of Xs
expounded by forms adbe (and sometime$avg WHOSE FULL MEANING
DEPENDSON THE FOLLOWING XEX. (An XEX ‘expands’ an X to express the
full meaning in the same way that an MEx expands an M.) So you in fact
need to look at the same time fwTH an X AND an XEXx, and usually also
an | (as in Steps 5 and 6 below).

Worked example: None of the items listed above occur to the left of M, so
there are no Xs.

If you have located an X, look to the right of it for (1) a possible
Auxiliary Extension (XEx) and (2) the Infinitive Element (I) that
typically follows.

(&) An XEx is most often directly expounded by #em and is typically
followed byto (e.g. got, going, about, bound, likely, set, reputed, due,
required, able, willinggetc).
(b) Some XExs are filled by truncated versions of either
() clauses(e.g.widely(A) reputed(M) in He iswidely reputedo admire
the Prime Minister andrequired (M) by the governmer{C) in We are
required by the governmetd pay our taxes.

(i) quality groups (e.gShe’sabsolutely (dt) bound (a) to like him,
She’smore(dt) likely (a)than I am(f)to like him.

Note that when there is no internal structure we treat items suotuamsi,

likely, reputecandrequiredas directly expounding XEX.

(c) When an XEx occurs it always follows X (though not necessarily
immediately; see ‘Problem to watch out for’) - &guhave goto go, I'm
goingto go, our guesis _aboutto go, He’slikely to go, Ivyis (un)ableto
go, Ike’swilling to go, etc.

(d) There is one X + XEx pair in which the X is always the Operator also - the
itemrather, as inl would (O/X) rather (XEx) have(M) a cup of tea.

Problem to watch out for. An X may be separated from the following X, XEx or M

by one (or occasionally more) Adjuncts (see Step 11), by an Infinitive Element (Step 6)
or by a Negator (Step 7). Of course, if X is conflated with O in an information seeker, it
is typically separated by S, as described in Step 7 - but this will not be a problem.
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Worked example: Since there are no Xs, there are no XExs, and so no
following I.

Find any Infinitive Element (I) to the left of any X - if there is one. Itis
almost always the wortb - but occasionallyf or at after certain XExs (see
Chapter 14) oiromin a ‘partial’ clause (see Chapter 11). It will either:

(a) be predicted by a ‘modal’ meaning at O, expressedigR (i) oughtor (ii)
am, is, are, waspr were or

(b) be predicted by an X + XEX, as described in 5 abowe,

(c) occur in a ‘partial’ (‘non-finite’) clause, typically at C or A, such@asee
you.

Sometimes a N or A will intervene between the ‘predicting element’ and the I.
Worked example: We have already identified the | in the second clause.

Find the Negator (N) - if there is one (under 5% probability). It is always
the wordnot - but not everynotis N. (The N precedingveryin the last
sentence is an ad in a qtgp; see Section 7).

Reminder: n't is part ofO, because it would prece&in a ‘polarity seeker’.
Example: in lvy does not want to go otlte wordnotis N.
Worked example: There i s no Negator.

Problem to watch out for: Despite the fact that the worgver usually occurs in a

position close to the Negatereveris an Adjunct, because it tells us ‘how usual’ the situation
is, along withalways, sometimes, and occasionadiic., and it can be thematized.

Find the Operator (O) - if there is one. ltis:

EITHER (@) a ‘modal verb’, i.e.
(i) can, could, will, would, shall, should, may, might, must, ought

or (i) am, is, are, was, or werlgypically +to) - when it isO;
OR (b) am, is, are, wasr wereas a Process of ‘being* when it isO/M ;
OR (c)am, is, are, wasr wereas an Auxiliary - when it isO/X;
OR (d) have, ha®r hadas an Auxiliary - when it isO/X;
OR (e)do, doesor did - when it isO.

Note that any word at O may han¢ added to it (exce@m which requires the
Negatomotin | am not ..and is replaced bgre inaren't | ...9).

Very occasionally, in an old-fashioned sty@may sometimes beeedor dare
(sometimes +0) or have, haspr hadtypically + to.

Examples:

(@) In lvy will / may arrive soonthe wordwill or mayis O.
In She is to tell the truth, the words is O andtois|.
(b) In She was herehe wordwasexpresses a Process of ‘being’,
so itisM as well asO - and so iO/M.
(c) In She is eating an eethe wordis is X as well asO - and so i/X.
(d) In She has eaten an etsle wordhas is X as well asO - and so iO/X.
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(e) In Did she enjoy it? the worddid is O.
Worked example There is no Operator.
Further examples:

(@) In vy will / may arrive soonthe wordwill or mayis O.
In She is to tell the truth, the words is O andtois|.
(b) In She was herehe wordwasexpresses a Process of ‘being’,
so itisM as well asO - and so iO/M.
(c) In She has eaten an ettle wordhas is X as well asO - and so iO/X.
In She is eating an eethe wordis is X as well asO - and so i©/X.
(d) In Did she enjoy it? the worddidis O.

Problems to watch out for:

1 Forms of the verbeoccur as several different elements:
(a) very frequently asl or O/M,
(b) very frequently aX (and so also a®/X),
(c) occasionally @® (as inHe is to leave now
2 Forms of the verbaveoccur as several different elements:
(a) very frequently ad1 (but notO/M in modern English), and
(b) very frequently aX (and so also a®/X),
3 Forms of the verbooccur as two different elements:
() frequently a® (e.g.Didin Did he do it?},
(b) occasionally aM (e.g.doin Did he do it?).
4 Very occasionally, in an old-fashioned sty may sometimes be:
(a) needbr dare(sometimes +o) or
(b) have, hasor had (typically +to).

Find the Subject(S). To do this:

(a)lf the clause has no Operator, supgty, doesor did to function af0, then
re-express the clause apalarity seeker, i.e. as seeking the answées
or No.

(b) The Subject is the word or words which, by occurring before or after the
Operator, shows whether the clause is iaformation giver or a
polarity seeker. In other words:

S OorSO/XorS O/Mor S Mmeans ‘information giver’
(95% reliable) and
OSorO/XSorO/MS means ‘polarity seeker’
(95% reliable).
(c) In directivessuch asSit downtheS is covert, and it should be shown in
rounded brackets g§SS).

Problems to watch out for:

1 In mostinformation seekersthe order isS O. But with new content seekers
where the S is ‘soughtive already hav& O (or S O/M or S O/X or S M)
So no change is needed.

2 In passiveclauses thé is a PR that would typically be a C

3 'Environmental Processes', suchli&s raining andlt's sunny haveno PRs The S is
NOT a PR, but an 'empty Subject'.

4  Similarly, in cases liké¢t was you who did it was wonderful to see you agalhseems
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to be trueand Therés a fly in my soupthe underlined S isoT a PR, but an ‘empty
Subject’ withit - or in the last castaere (These constructions are introduced in Chapter
23.)

Example: Re-expres$he is herasls she here?The change of sequence of
the wordss andshe,and so ofO andS, shows the change of MOOD from an
information giver to a polarity seeker. Sheis S.

Worked example: Re-expressvy wishes that they went out more often

Does lvy wish that they went out more oftefi¥e fact thatloescomes before

Ivy shows thatdoesis the Operator andvy is the Subject. Similar re-
expression tests will show that,timeey went out more oftethe wordtheyis

the Subject, and that ike prefers to look at T\Kke is the Subject. And if we
re-expressto look at TVso that this clause has all of its PBgert (as
recommended in the Preparation stage) it bec@oeseone looked at TVLhis
demonstrates that there is a covert PR - and so a covert Subject, before the word
to. (It would actually be present in an example sucfoasomeone to look at

TV.)

>
Cl Cl
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vy wishes that they went out more often, but Ike prefers to look a

10 Look to the left of S to find the Let Element(L) - if there is one. Itis
always the wordkt, as inLet[L]'s all [S] read[M] it [C].

11 Find the full configuration oParticipant Roles (PR9), i.e. those elements
that areexpecTeD by the Process a1 (or M and MEX) - INCLUDING ANY
THAT ARE COVERT.

SinceSis typically a PR, you have probably already located one of them (99%
reliable). Remember that it may be eitbewert, as inRead thisor an 'empty’
Subject, as iiit's raining.

A PR that is notS is typically either aComplement (C) or acompletive

(cv) in a prepositional group (as Iy in You were seen by I Most
Processes have two associated PRs (around 80%). But some expect one PR
and some expect three (and some environmental Processes expect none), so

9. However, in a nominalization such ysur being seen by lwye will find PRs functioning as
elements of a nominal group.
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look for 0, 1 or 2Cs.

If a PR contains avh-item (who, what, which, when, where, hostc.) it
usually precede), so beingawAy FROM ITS TYPICAL POSITION (But in
preparing the clause for the tests you should have already replaced it by
something, someone, somewhete., so this shouldn't be a problem.)

Very occasionally a&C that doesn't containwah-item may occur befor& as a
marked PR theme as inThat | find hard to accepaindBoring it was noy.

11.1 A PR may be @overt PR. As well as thecovert Sin directives such
as Sit down,about 80% of 'passive’ clauses haveoaert C, e.g.He
has been caughtwhere the 'catcher' is covert. Occasionall as
covert in a non-passive clause, é&gn't touch! If you are in any doubt
about a possibleovert PR, re-run theProcess and PR testrom
Step 2.

11.21f you are in any doubt about whether a word or words is a
Complement or Adjunct, apply the following test:

The C or A test(99% reliable)

1 Thematize the element to be testefde. put it first in the test clause),
2 Treat it a separate ‘information unit’ (i.e. separate it by a comma).

If the clause sounds natural with the element first, it is almost certainly an
Adjunct. But if it sounds odd it is almost certainly a Complement.

Soin | saw Ike in Parisin Parisis A, but inlke lives in Parisin Parisis C.

MostCs are filled by nominal groups (80%), b@ts are also regularly filled by
prepositional groups, quality groups and clauses.

b
Cl Cl
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vy wishes that they went out more often, but Ike prefers to look a

E

12 Find any Adjuncts (A). An Adjunct is a clause element that is not expected
by the Process - it i©T optional for the purpose of the Performer of the act, or

it would not be included in the message, aigone o’clockin I'll see you at
one o’clock

(a) There may be n&s, oneA, two As, or manyAs.

(b) Typically, As come afterCs. But most types can be thematized very
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naturally (i.e. to come at or near the start of the clause, gasterday
maybel went there Some types frequently come between(if there is
one) and anyX (and occasionally betweeiXs), e.g. | have often /
unfortunatelymade a mistakéS O/X A M C). Occasionally, e.g. when the
C is a Location or Direction, aA comes betweeM andC, as inlvy
remained quietly in her celandShe walked purposefully into the room.

(c) Are you unsure about whether a string of wordeng A or two A2 If
so, test them by re-expressing the clause (i.e. its test version as a ‘positive
information-giver’) version) as follows. Place each possiblm turn in a
position that separates it from the other possileUsually you can do this
by thematizing one of them. MoAis can occur in several different places
(99% reliable).

(d) Adjuncts may be any of the following (listing only the more frequent):

Note: | have given the abbreviation of the type of Adjunct, but in this book
we shall not normally mark these distinctions, labelling them all as ‘A’.

experiential Adjuncts, i.e. Circumstantial Roles (CRs). These are
any experiential roles in a clause thatwe EXPECTEDBY THE PROCESS

CRs of time:

Time position (A/TP):at / before / during / after lunch, today, yet, already
Duration (A/Dur): She stayed there (for) a whole year / from May till
October.

Repetition (A/Rp):five times, twice, quite a few times, on seven occasions
Periodic Frequency (A/PF)ive times a day, once a month, every week
Usuality (A/Usu):(almost) always, usually, sometimes, hardly ever, never

Other CRs that occur with many Process types:

Place (A/PIl):in India, in the park, right here, wherever he was
Accompaniment (A/Acc:with my parents, without the dog, by herself
Instrument (A/Ins):with a crowbar, by means of a crowbar.
Comparison (A/Comp)iike a good girl, unlike my brother

Concurrent State (A/CoSt)Feeling proud of hs work, he sat down.
Subsequent State (A/SuSRtte went homefdeling very much happier

CRs that occur with some Process types:

Manner (A/Ma):very carefully, in a careful way, in complete silence
Method (A/Me): by bus, (by) using a bus, by / through reading it carefully
Body Part (A/BPt)He kissed heon the noseThe bomb struck the hospital
in the maternity ward

Client (A/Cli): Ivy knitted Fred a jerseybut occasionally S/Cli, as irFred
was knitted a jersgy

Pleasee (A/Plelvy read Fred a story(but occasionally S/Ple, as ifrred
was read a stofy

Degree (A/Deg):He quitelikes her. | like healot. Ivybadlyneeds some
water.

Process Manner (A/PrMaHe camestrolling lazily into the room.

quasi-experiential logical relationships
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Cause (A/Cau): He leliecause/as/since he is ill, because of this, therefore
Grounds (A/Gr)He must have left early, because/since his light is off.
Purpose (A/Pur)in order / so as) to see Fred, so that he can see Fred.
Concession (A/Concgalthough he’s poor, in spite of his poverty, however.
Condition (A/Cond):if / unless / provided (that) he goes there

validity :
Validity (AVal:): perhaps, definitely,
Report (A/RVal: | think, it is thought, they say, we feel, allegedly,

affective:
Affect (A/Aff): luckily, unfortunately, I'm afraid, hopefully,

interpersonal:
Politeness (APol)please, if you please,
Confirmation-Seeking Tag (A/CSTag§he’s cleverisn’'t she?

inferential:

Inferential (A/l):even, only and jugtvhen its meaning is similar &ver)
discoursal:

Viewpoint (A/Vp): Economically (speaking), From the economic viewpoint
Manner of Speaking (A/MaSpirankly (speaking), honestly, to be honest

There are probably over sixty types of Adjunct in all (using co-occurrence
potential as the main criterion). Here, however, we will not try to show the
differences by giving a different functional label to each (for this see Chapter 3
of Volume 2). Simplymark all Adjuncts as A.

Worked example In they went out more oftetine elementnore oftenis not
expected by the Process of ‘someone going out’. m8Bme oftenis very
unlikely to be a PR, and must be an A. Th@r A Test confirms this. If we
add this analysis to the worked example, we have the following:

X
Cl Cl

S M

>m
-

M Mex S)I M

AA AN | AA

vy wishes that they went out more often, but Ike prefers to look a

And that completes the analysis of the worked example at the rank of the
clause. But we still need to analyze all three of the overtly expounded Subjects,
the Adjunctmore ofterat A in the first embedded clause, ahd Complement
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of the second one. Each Subject is filled by a simple nominal group with just a
head. The wordsnore oftenconstitute the degree temperer and apex of a
quality group, whileat TVis a prepositional group in whiclis the preposition
and TV the completive - this being filled in turn by a fourth nominal group that
consists solely of a head. But the prepositibis also, you will recall, part of
the Process. In other words, the Process of someone ‘looking at’ something is
realized in (a) the Main Verb and (b) a preposition that is located two layers
lower down in the structure. All of these units other than the clause are dealt
with in the later sections of this chapter.

The final note about clause elements concerns (a) three elements that we
identified in the previous section, i.e. the Linker, the Binder and the Ender, and
(b) certain elements not exemplified in our example.

13 Locate any other elements (alloPTIONAL ) that may occur in clauses.
These are:

(a) TheLinker (&) - if there is one - which you should have located already;

(b) The Binder (B) - if there is one - which you should also have located
already;

(c) The Vocative (V) - if there is one, as i€ome herelke andlke, come
here which may occur in all the places that Adjuncts occur;

(d) The Ender (E), of which there is usually one, and tB&arter (St) - if
there is one. In written texts the Ender is, in a final, non-embedded clause,
one of the following threé&. ! .
In a clause that is not a final matrix clause it can be any of the following six: ,
; - -)and. Itcanonly be - or) when Stis - or (.

14 The number of elements used in any one clause varies enormously, but there are
RARELY MORE THAN ABOUT SEVEN ELEMENTS. Embedded clauses typically have
fewer elements that clauses that fill and embedded clauses that are ‘partial’
(‘non-finite’, in traditional grammar terms) typically have fewer element than
‘full’ clauses. Some types of embedded clause that have even more truncated
structures include clauses at:

(&) m in a ngp, where the structure is typically M (eumning waten or A M

(e.g.a dcheerfully chatteringcrowd, aswiftly flowingstrean),
(b) XEx in a clause, where we typically find either A M (eke is widely

allegedto have done)tor M C (e.gHe isalleged by his neighboute have

done ij.
(c) MEx in a clause,which is typically just M, as He’s gonefishing /
shopping

15 Filling : clauses may fill

s (most frequently),

in the clause: C, A, and more rarely S or, in a truncated form, XEx or MEX,
in the ngp: regularly q, and sometimes, in a truncated form, m,

in the glgp: fand s,

in the gtgp: f,

in the pgp: rarely, cv.

OO, WN PP

34



Summary: we may find, in their most typical sequence:

(&) one of each of&, B, L, S, O, N, I, M and E (with the possibility of
O/M for forms ofbeandO/X for forms ofbeor havg,

(b) many Xs (the first of which typically gets conflated wit asO/X),

(c) many XEXs,

(d) ONE OROCCASIONALLY TWO Or even threMEXs,

(e) uptoTWO Cs(either or both of which can bmovert),

() maNY As, expressing many types of meaning, in many different positions.

(g) eitherS OorS M for most information givers - or, for most information
seekers,O S (whereO includesO/X and O/M),

(h) if the clause is a new content seeker where e@herA is sought,C or A
beforeO,

() Sinasimple directive is typicallgovert.

And next ...

The analysis task isn’t finished, and it is now time to attend to the internal syntax of
the elements of the clauses. However, our example sentence was designed to
illustrate certain problems of the clause, so it has extremely simple group structures.
We shall therefore abandon it at this point as our ‘worked example’. From now on

| shall introduce different examples to illustrate the various points to be made.

4 The nominal group (ngp)
4.0 Preliminary: two notes relevant to ALL groups

(a) The main problem in learning to analyzéausesis that almost all of their
elements may occur in several different places in the structurein Babups
THE SEQUENCE OF ELEMENTS IS RELATIVELY FIXED (with only very minor
variations). This makes syntax analysis much easier.

(b) The elementstarter, ender, linker andinferer are potential elements of all
groups (except that the linker does not seem to be used in the quantity group;
see Chapter 10 for a discussion of the reason). These four elements are covered
most fully in the present section, but there are notes at the relevant points in each
of the sections on the other groups that remind you to allow for them.

4.1 What the nominal group expresses

Thenominal group (ngp)is a unit whose structure has developed to enable it to
express a large number of types of meaning that are relatdtiitoga The concept

of ‘thing’ is a broad one, and it extends beyond physical objects and persons to
abstract things - including ones that are effectively ‘quality-things’ such as
happinessandbeauty,'quantity-things’, such asumberandamount and ‘event-
things’ such as hit, a football match, their successful ascent of the pedkvy’s
sudden opening of the door.
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The ‘thing-oriented’ structure of the ngp can be borrowed without too much
difficulty to express meanings that agualities. Thus, a quality may be
expresseaongruently, as in the quality group in the underlined portiorSae

was extremely kindo me, or incongruently, as in the nominal group i8he

showedgreat kindnes$o me

However, a particularly complex and interesting set of problems arises when the
nominal group is borrowed to expressents- these, of course, being typically
expressed in clauses. This is because there is a poor match between the structure of
the clause and the structure of the nominal group. The clause has a relatively large
number of elements, all of which are designed to express the various meanings
associated with a ‘situation’ and, when a situation is expressed in a ngp, these have
to be squeezed into a rather smaller number of elements - these being designed,
moreover, for other types of meaning. See Section 15 for a fuller summary of what
to expect in such ‘nominalizations’, and Chapter 17 for a detailed account of the
ingenious ways in which the language handles the discrepancies that they cause.

Here is an introductory overview of the ngp.

1 In a ngp thehead (h)element is virtuallyoBLIGATORY, with rare exceptions
(e.g. as in Note 4.2.1 (b) below).

2 All other elements are optional - and the probability of their being present
depends on the type of meaning expressed in the head. Themrezather
major types of elementdeterminers, modifiers and qualifiers. The
modifiers (which immediately precede the head) and duealifiers (which
immediately follow it) both stand in a relationship to the headescription.

But each of the many types déterminer stands in a relationship to the head
that iISDIFFERENT FROM THE RELATIONSHIP OF ‘DESCRIPTION AND DIFFERENT FROM

THE RELATIONSHIP WITH ANY OTHER DETERMINER. However, at a high level of
generality we can say that each is a typsaiiection(see Note 3.1 of Section

3 below). For modifiers see Section 2, for determiners see Section 3, and for
qualifiers see Section 4.

3 The h of a ngp i€ITHER expounded directly by one or other of several broad
classes of word (as specified in Note 4.2 belowR,- very much less
frequently- it is filled by a unit. This may beTHER (i) one of several types of
unit termed acluster (as specified in Notes 4.2.4 and 4.2.5 below(ii) a
guality group (as specified in Notes 4.2.6 and 4.2.7 bel@)(iii) two or
more closely related (and highly truncated)-ordinated nominal groups
(as specified in Note 4.2.8 below).

At the end of the section you will find a summary of (a) Amalysis Strategy
and (b) the nominal group’s potential floling elements of a higher unit.

4.2 The head

4.2.1 A pronoun as the head

In virtually all types of text, the type of item that most frequently expounds the head
of a nominal group is one of several typegpobnoun. Of these, the ‘outsider’
type of ‘personal pronoun’ is the most frequent. Most pronouns answer the
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following apparently simple question:
Who or which?

They do so by saying, in effect, “You will know who or which, if you inspect the
meaning of this item in its context’.

(&) Itis useful to recognizEveENtypes of pronoun:

(i) the ‘interactant’ type of ‘personal pronoun’, Leme we, us myself
ourselves, you, yourself, yourselves, each other

(i) the ‘outsider’ type of ‘personal pronoun’, ilee, him she, her, one,
himself, herself, itselthemselves, each other

(i) a ‘possessive pronoun’, i.mine, ours, yours, hiders, its(very rare),
theirs(each of whiclconTaINs the meaning of a ‘personal pronoun’),

(iv) a ‘demonstrative pronoun’, i.this, that, theser those

(v) an ‘interrogative pronoun’, i.evho, what, which, when, where, why,
how, how manygtc, e.g. as ifivho said that?

(vi) a ‘relative pronoun’, i.ewho, that, which, when, where, wleyg. as in
the man who/that said that.

(vii) an ‘indefinite pronoun’, e.gomebody, no ora anywhere.

So the ‘personal pronouns’ of traditional grammar are here divided into two
main types: the ‘first person’ and ‘second person’ pronouns are brought
together here as ‘interactant’ pronouns, and the traditional ‘third person’
pronoun is here described as an ‘outsider’ pronoun. The reason is that such
pronouns refer to things and peoplaT ARE NOT INTERACTANTS - and that are
therefore ‘outsiders’ to the current interaction. They differ drastically from the
interactant pronouns, in that the use of the pronoun is just one of the many ways
of referring to the referent, while referents who are interactants are virtually
always referred to in this way. Note too that the examples given above show
that ‘reflexive’ and ‘reciprocal pronouns’ are treated as types of ‘interactant’ and
‘outsider’ pronoun.

(b) ‘Quantifying’ items such aBve, someandanyin examples such &ive me
five / someand| don’t want any,are NOT heads, but quantifying determiners
(see Note 7 below). The quantifying word serves the same functiorfias in
some / any of themwith of and the following headl{en) being unrealized.

(c) When the head is a pronoun itUSUALLY THE ONLY ELEMENT in the ngp - unless
the ngp has a linker (&) that co-ordinates it with a preceding ngp, agyin
husbandand | But occasionally we find a ngp with:

(i) one or more modifiers, as poor (m) old (m)you (h); or

(i) a qualifier (g) as iryou (h) who know him wel{q), anyongh) who wants
to leave now (q), those(h) who voted for hin{g) and, rather rarelyhe
(h)who daregq) (wins). (See Note 12 below for the qualifier).

Problem to watch out for: ‘Quantifying’ items such aéve, someandanyin examples such
asGive me five / sonmand| don’t want anyareNoT heads, but quantifying determiners (see Note
7 below). The quantifying word serves the same function figen’ some / any of themwith the
meanings that could have been expressedfiand the following head (usualthem or it) left
unexpressed.
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4.2.2 A simple noun as the head

The next most frequent type of h imaun (or ‘common noun’), as iatallboy. A

large part of the lexicogrammar of English, as with all languages, is a classification
of noun senses. It isaultural classification of things. The function of a noun

at the head of a ngp is to answer the question

What class of thing?

And it does so in terms of this ‘cultural classification’ of things. Nouns typically
occur with one or more other elements, i.e. one of the various typletseyminer

(the most frequent)modifier and qualifier. Singular nouns virtually always

have a determiner of one sort or another (99.9% reliable) but plural and mass nouns
may not (e.gGive himair and Ants are fascinating creatur@s These are simple
nouns, in contrast with compound nouns - and these are much more problematical
for the text analyst.

Most nouns arsimple nounsi.e. they are spoken with only one strong syllable
(with some ‘compound noun’ exceptions; see below) and written as one word. In
terms of the written language, they have no spaces between the letters within them
and they have spaces before and after them (unless there is adjacent punctuation,
such as opening quotation marks or a followisgor an Ender or ender, i.e. a
comma, full stop, etc.).

4.2.3 A compound noun as the head

Nouns may also beompound nouns and these are found regularly in most
kinds of text. They are far more frequent in most types of text that is generally
thought, and items that should be analyzed as compound nouns are frequently
analyzed as if they had a ‘modifier + head’ structure - probably because the analyst
is looking at the evidence on the page rather than listening to how the text would be
spoken. (The reverse happens too, but less often.) So compound nouns can cause
problems for the analyst, and the following notes give you a short introduction to
how to recognize them. There is a complete guide to analyzing compound nouns in
Chapter 15.

(a) Compound nouns typically consist of two (and occasionally three) nouns in a
sequence.

(b) A compound noun functions as a single noun, but it is one that has not yet
become fully accepted as a single semantic and formal item. In written texts,
compound nouns often remind us of their origin as a ‘modifier + head’
construction through the use of a hyphen, geem-friend

(c) It would make the syntax analyst’s task easiesLif compound nouns were
written with a hyphen (and so treated as simple nouns). But there are frequent
cases, unfortunately, where the expression is still written as two iteras in
ice cream (alongsidace-creamandicecream)andfountain pen When a writer
uses hyphens it is very helpful to the syntax analyst, because it is clear that the
two elements are being presented as forming a single noun.
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(d) The problem for the analyst, therefore, is thlat SOMETIMES HARD TO DECIDE
WHETHER A SUCCESSIONOF TWO (OR MORE) NOUNS IS A CASE OF (A) A COMPOUND
NOUN AS THE HEAD OF A NGPOR (B) A ‘MODIFIER + HEAD' RELATIONSHIP - i.e. one in
which the first noun functions as a modifier of the second. (Strictly speaking, it
functions as the head of a ngp that fills the modifier; see Section 2.4 below.)

Thethree testsfor a compound noun are tkemantictest, thewriting test and

the pronunciation test. The most important is the semantic test (which has two
supplementary tests). But unfortunately these do not always give a clear result.
Nonetheless, we can say th@&tANY ONE OF THE THREE TESTSIS PASSEQ THE ITEMS
CONSTITUTEA COMPOUND NOUN.

Compound Noun Test 1: The Semantic Test

Ask: Do the two (or more) items function together to designate a class
of thing that is typically identified in the culture by these items?

If Yes the items constitute a single (but compound) noun,atagn clock, fairy
tale, ash trayear ring, social work.

If No or Not sure, try the following two supplementary semantic tests. The first
is a useful formal equivalent to the main semantic test.

Supplementary Semantic Test 1

Ask: Can you replace the last word of the possible compound noun by
one? For example, imhat's an ash traytry replacingray by one. This produces

the unacceptableThat’s an ash one So ...

If No, the example is probably a compound noun.

If Yes the example is enodifier and théhead of a nominal group.

Unfortunately, this test cannot be used when the ‘thing’ is a ‘mass thing’, e.g. with
social securityand corrugated iron,becauseone can only be used to replace a
‘count’ noun. So if your answer¢o or Not sure, try the next test.

Supplementary Semantic Test 2

Ask: Is the thing oNE OF A seT of things that belong together?

If Yes the items constitute a compound noun (e.g. in a modern kitchen you might
expect to finda cooker a fridge,a washing machineand possibly dish washer
sowashing machinanddish washeare compound nouns).

If Not sure (or evenNO), try the next two tests.

Compound Noun Test 2: The Writing Test(for use with spoken texts)

Ask: If the items were written down, would they be joined by a
hyphen, or even perhaps written as one word?

If Yes the two items form a compound noun, écgcream heart-throb.

If No, try the next test.

Compound Noun Test 3: The Pronunciation Test

Assuming thatxxx and yyy are the two items that constitute the candidate
compound noun, try sayin@:hat’s the xxx yyy.

Then ask:Are xxx and yyy spoken with a falling toneoNn THE FIRST
ITEM ?
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If Yes the second item is functioning @&RT OF THE SAME WORD, SO that the two
together form a compound noun (e.g. ‘That's #sh tray, theapple tree, the
cable car, thevashng machine, thevalking stick’, etc.)

If NO - AND IF THE SEMANTIC TESTSALSO FAIL - the two items areoT a compound
noun, and so they areT both part of the head of the nominal group. The analysis
should probably be that the first item (or the first two, if there are three altogether) is
a modifier. But failure in this test doesn’'t mean that the item srcompound
noun if it passes the Semantic Test: see the next note.

Some compound nouns pass the semantiCBIgstNOT THE PRONUNCIATION
TEST, e€.g. cotton wool, package holiday, the welfare state personal
conputer, running conmentary, family planning, human beng, captal
punishment,fancy dress, muical in strumentnerwus breakdown,old age
old hand, stainlessstee] tall story, barbed wire, guided missle, piped
musdc, bird of prey, costof living, lil y of thevalley, oneparentfamily, rank
andfile, sccial searity, washng-up liquid.

Occasionally compound nouns consist of three items,k@rgh control pill, fork
lift truck, backseatdriver, home delery servicenuclearpower station, etc.

If you have problems in deciding about a possible compound noun,
consult Section 15. XXX of Chapter 15. There you will find a fuller
discussion, especially of problematical three-item cases such as ‘car
park attendant’ (which is a compound noun) and ‘government health
warning’ (where it is suggested that only ‘health warning’ is a
compound noun), together with many other worked examples.

4.2.4 The wordoneor onesas the head

Occasionally the h may be the it@meor ones as in as irHe’s the tallone This

is a ‘pro-form’ that stands for a ‘count’ noun, and it is used when the Performer

considers that the Addressee can provide the noun for him/herself - typically but not
necessarily from the preceding text. (The nearest equivalent for ‘mass’ nouns is the
word stuff- but this is simply a particularly general type of noun.)

(a) Since such forms stand for a noun, they too usually occur with a determiner.

(b) But because the iteraneor ones - unlike a noun - doesot classify the
referent, a ngp with this type of head practically always has one or more
modifiers or qualifiers.

4.2.5 A proper name as the head

The head is also frequently filled bypmoper name. A proper name typically
answers the question ‘Who?’ (or ‘Where?’ foeland or ‘When?’ for January
1989 by saying, in effect, “You will know who (or where or when), if | tell you
the person/place/time’s name, and it is ----.’

(a) In a simplified analysis proper names can be treated as single item. But in a full
analysis they must be analyzed in terms of their internal structir&gsuNITS
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USED FORNAMES VARY ACCORDING TO THE TYPE OF THING BEING NAMED. Thus:

(i) Individual human persons (and honourary human persons such as
family pets), such alwy, Dr lan JonesandFido, use théhuman proper
name cluster(hpnclr) (see Section 8).

(i) Social groups of humans such@smpanies e.g.A.C. & D.J. Barker
& Co. Ltd, are analyzed firstly in terms ofgps often with ellipsis (as in
this example), and then with hpnclrs at the heads of some of the ngps.

(i) Most other human social groupssimply use thegp, e.g.the North
Yorkshire County CoungiThe British Broadcasting Corporation.

(iv) If a name has been reduced to acronym - and this happens most
frequently with human social groups - the part of the name other than the
determiner simply becomes the head, ¢hg(dd) BBC (h) and, without a
determiner|CI (h).

(v) Other types of ‘name’ include the nameswafrks of art (in a broad
sense of the term), i.e. books, newspapers, magazines, pieces of music,
statues, and pictures, etc. These are typically ngps and co-ordinated ngps,
such asTreasure Island,Pride and Prejudice, The Pastoral Symphony,
The Kiss and The New York TimesThey may consist simply of a
simple proper name at the head of a ngp, sudRadsnson Cruso@and
Anna Kareninapr two co-ordinated ngps, suclOacar and Lucinda All
these can be readily handled as aspects of the existing lexicogrammar.
Less frequently, other bits of lexicogrammar are used as book titles, etc,
as inFrom Here to EternityandGone with the Wind.Buildings - often
within addresses - also use the ngp, &lie AberconwayBuilding, G
Block, andCell Block H etc. The analysis @ell Block His Cell Block
(h)H (a).

(vi) The names ofectionsof artefacts such as books and newspapers also
use the ngp, e.@Chapter SeveandPage Thregwhere the analysis is h
g.

(vii) However, the names @ilaces such ad9, Patterson Road, Springdale,
Manchester M62 5QTshould not be analyzed in terms of the ngp, but as
part of anaddress cluster(see Section 9).

(vii) dates such asMonday, the seventh of February, nineteen ninety-nine,
where the analysis is in terms of thate cluster(see Section 9).

(ix) clock times where the unit used is an adaptation ofrilge, as inten
[qd] (minutedh)) to three[q] andfour [qd] o’clock [q].

(b) The last two types - dates and clock times - are not normally thought of as
‘names’. Yet they are like the other types of referring expression for ‘things’ in
that they refer tgarticular entities. In the case of dates, there is also the use
of an initial capital letter for the ‘names’ of the days of the week, months,
seasons and feast days, etc, just as in the more typical types of name.

(c) When the head is a proper name it is usually the only element in the ngp -
unless the ngp has a linker (&) co-ordinating it with a preceding ngp,ray in
husbandand Dr Jones But occasionally we find a ngp with either:

(i) one or more modifiers (e.goorold Dr Jones or
(i) a deictic determiner(dd) (for which see Note 4 below), ahe{Peter)
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Smiths or
(i) add and a qualifier, as theDr Joneswho | knew in 1990

4.2.6 The head filled by a genitive cluster

Occasionally, the head is filled bygenitive cluster, e.g.lvy’s or my mother’s

(see Section 8). Semantically, this is similar to having a ‘personal pronoun’ as the
head, the difference being that in a case sudteesor theirsthe person who is the
‘possessor’ is expressed in a form that is integrated with the ‘genitive’ meaning.
CompareThis is my mother'andThis is hers.

4.2.7 The head filled by a quality group

(a) Very occasionally,t he head is filled byjaality group, e.g.very poorin The
very poor (deserve our supporgnd, even more rarely, the ‘superlative’ type
of quality group, e.gmost privilegedn The most privileged (should pay more
taxes). In all such cases the ngp refers to a social group that is identified by this
quality. The head is almost always preceded by a dd expounded-yut it
is occasionally a possessive expression, as when a politician talks @fry)
poor.

(b) Note that in the case of auperlative’ quality group at h, as in (2) in
Figure 1, the initial dd is an element of the ngp, not of the glgp. This is because
the dd is part of the meaning of ‘the social group’ that is defined by this quality.
See Examples (1) and (2) in Figure 1, and for the quality group as a whole see
Section 6. Most frequently, however, such constructions do not have a
temperer, and in such cases the adjective can be shown as directly expounding
the head, as in the third example in Figure 1. Furthermore, co-ordination also
sometimes occurs at h, asthe dead and dyinggnd the very rich and very
powerful, and this too demonstrates the need to introduce a group to fill the
head in these cases. (This is because, in the present grammar, there have to be
two or more units if the relationship of co-ordination is to be invoked.)

ngp ngp ngp
dd h dd h dd m h
aigp qigp daigp

N N |

dt a dt a a
(1) the extremely rich (2) the most privileged (3) the wealthy

Figure 1:
Two quality groups and an adjective at the head of a nominal group

4.2.8 An adjective as the head

Another type of adjective which may sometimespoundthe head is one that
expressesationality, e.gthe Frenchandthe Irish. Here too the ngp refers to a
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social group that is identified by this quality, and it almost alwaysheess its dd.

But in this case the adjective always expounds the head, so that the Italidhe and
French are seen as having the same structure of dd h. So, if another word
intervenes between the dd and the adjective, it is always a modifier. See Example
(3) in Figure 1. (Note that the typical modifimealthy(i.e. the apex of a glgp)
could be replaced bgostor(i.e. the head of a nominal group)st as in cases with

a noun as head, suchthe New York Italians

4.2.9 Co-ordinated nominal groups filling the head

In some cases the head of a nominal group is filled by two or emoieedded
nominal groups. For example, if | go into a fish-and-chip shop andGawyid |

have two portions of fish and chjgsam not asking for (a) two portions of fish and
(b) some chips. | expect to be given two packages, each of which contains both
fish and chipg0 Similarly, in cases such d@here werdifteen boys and girls at

her party, the numbefifteenspecifies the combined number of bays girls - and

not just the number of boys. More complex examples sud¢maed ten young
men or large adolescent bogdso show that in such casess NOMINAL GROUPS

THAT ARE BEING CO-ORDINATED, NOT WORDS In other words, the grammar of
English allows two (and very occasionally more) nominal groups that are in a
semantically close relationship of co-ordination to function at the head of a nominal
QroupAS IF THEY WERE A SINGLE ENTITY.

Examples (4) and (5) in Figure 2 below show how to represent this in a syntactic
analysis. This structure can be called, in honour of Britain’s popular late evening
meal, thefish and chips construction (The wordswo portionsin (4) need

further analysis, and this will be provided in Section 7 below.) Incidentally, this
construction provides an appropriate way to handle a long-standing problem for
grammarians - that of how to show the ambiguity in examples suald asen and
women In the first sense there are simply two co-ordinated nominal groigs (
menandwomer) where the referents are (a) ‘old men’ and (b) ‘women of any age’.
But in the second sense they are ‘old people of either sex, i.e. men and women’ - as
in Example (6) in Figure 2.

ngp ngp ngp

qd v h qd m
ngp ngp ngp ng p ngp ng p
/N | AI
h & h h & h h & h
AWARAN AN A AYAN

(4) two portions of fish and chips (5) fifteen boys and girls (6) old men and w

Figure 2: three examples of co-ordinated nominal groups at h

10. Indeed, the signs above such shops sometimes state that tHepseid-chips, fish 'n chips
or evenfish-'n-chips- showing clearly that ‘fish and chips’ is regarded as a single unit.
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4.2.10 Nominal groups expressing deictic time and deictic place

The nominal group is also used for the expressiodenttic time anddeictic
place These are explained more fully in Section 4.8.2 below and Section ’ of
Chapter 15. All we need to note here is that, jusv@skin this weeks the head

of a nominal group, so too ateday, yesterdagndtomorrow,and alsonow,then
andwhen -and, finally, the equivalents of these threeghe dimension of space,
I.e. here, thereandwhere.

4.3 The modifiers
4.3.1 Overview

When the head of a ngp is either (a) a noun that specifies the cultural classification
or (b) one(s) (and very occasionally when it is not) there may be one or more of a
large number olIFFERENT TYPES OF modifier (m). Each expressesDIFFERENT
SPECIFICTYPE OF MEANING. But all modifiers - each in a different way - answer the
guestion:

What sort of thing?

(a) There are around twenty different modifiers altogether, but normally no more
than three or at most four are used in any one ngp.

(b) Most modifiers express one or other of many typesxgeriential meaning.
For example, one frequent type describes the thing in terms of a ‘dimension’
(e.g.large /tall / wide); another in terms of ‘age’ (eald / young / neyy and
another in terms of ‘colour’ (e.green(ish) / golden Another frequent type
describes things in terms of the ‘material’ of which the thing consistsriag.
gold / woodejy another in terms of ‘a time or place that it is associated with’, or
‘provenance’ (e.gklizabethan / sixties Yictorian / Persian / London and so
on. Another important type describes things in terms of a general ‘epithet’, but
this type of modifier typically also includes a clear elementaffiective
meaning (e.g.beautiful / intelligent / richin other words, each of these
different modifiers serves what we shall term specific describing
function.

(c) The one frequent type of modifier that NeT experiential is theaffective
modifier, e.g.nice, nasty, good, bad, terrific, terrible, great, cool, lousy.

(d) When Two or MORE modifiers occur in the same ngp, they occur An
RELATIVELY FIXED SEQUENCE in relation to each other. For those that are
mentioned in Notes (b) and (c) above, the sequence is:

affective + dimension + epithet + age + colour + provenance + material

4.3.2 The two ‘general’ describing functions

Most modifiers express some type experiential meaning, as the examples in
Note (b) above show. The three key points are:

1 Each experiential modifier in a ngp serves onenved general describing
functions.
2 These two general describing functions aredlassifying anddepicting
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functions.
3 Most of the many different types of experiential modifier can be used to serve
either of these two - though with greatly varying probabilities.

(a) The most basic general describing function isdlassifying function. Here
the Performer’s purpose is to add further ‘ad hoc’ classificatory information to
the ‘cultural classification’ of the thing given in the head, by ‘sub-classifying’
the ‘class of thingiN TERMS OF THE MEANING EXPRESSEDIN THE MODIFIER - for
example, the three modifiers in the ngpHave you seea large grey Persian
cat?.

(b) The second general describing function is depicting function. Here the
Performer’s primary purpose is to give the Addressee a fuller ‘background’
picture of the referent, as ired’'s gone to visitis elderly father In such
cases the concept of ‘classification’ is still present in the background, but the
difference is that the Performer hasr introduced the modifieFOR THE PURPOSE
OF CLASSIFYING THE REFERENT.

(c) However, there is no overt marker to tell you which of these two general
functions a particular modifier serves. (This is in contrast witlgtalifiers,
which come after the head and which also serve one or other of these two
general describing functions; see Note 12’.) But there is a clear general
tendency: the modifiers nearest to the head tend to serveldssifying
function, and those that are further from the head tend to sengefhieting
function - or, alternatively, the affective functijowhich normally is neither
‘classifying’ nor ‘depicting’.

(d) Here we will simply note the two types - bwi wiLL NOT TRY TO ANALYZE EACH
MODIFIER THAT WE MEET AS BEING ONE OR THE OTHER TYPE. It is only possible to
analyze modifiers confidently in terms of their differapecific types, e.g.
‘affective’, ‘dimension’, ‘epithet’, ‘age’, ‘colour’, etc. = Here we will only
recognize a few types, analyzing all purely experiential modifiers simpty. as

4.3.3 Modifiers filled by quality groups

Most modifiers describe the referent of the nominal group in termsoofadity ,
and most are therefore filled bygaality group.

(a) Each ‘quality’ modifier answers the questiddhat sort of thing?’ in terms
of a ‘quality’ that the ‘thing’ has.

(b) A ‘quality’ modifier is always filled by guality group (glgp), e.g. the two
underlined examples mvery tall, rather elderlywoman

(c) It therefore follows that, when aadjective occurs at m, it isvoT to be
analyzed as directly expounding the m, but in terms of its function asjtbe
of aqlgp that fills them. This is because it can always be ‘tempered’ by
adding a dgree temperer (dt) as invery tallandrather elderly (For the
internal structure of the glgp, see Section 6.)

Problem to watch out for. Several items, includingretty andbloody, are structurally
ambiguous. Such items can be a either the apex of a quality group filling a modifier, as in
She is very prettyand Her hands were bloodyor a temperer in a quality group filling a

45



modifier or Complement, as ia pretty / bloody clever womaand She is pretty / bloody
clever (See Section 6 for the elements of the quality group.) Con3terdés a pretty tall
girl andShe isa tall pretty girl. (The item bloody is also ambiguous as between an
experiential and an affective modifier; comparbloody nos@anda bloody fool)

4.3.4 Modifiers filled by truncated nominal groups

Some modifiers answer the questiv¥hat sort of thing?’ By ASSOCIATING THE
THING THAT IS THE REFERENT WITH ANOTHER thing. So a granite cliff is ‘a cliff
(consisting) of granite’a Birminghamnewsagents ‘a newsagent in (or possibly
‘from’) Birmingham’, andheconferenceeportis ‘the report of the conference'’.

(a) These types ah are typically (but not inevitably) filled by agp. However,
they are alwaysruncated ngps, in that they normally have neither determiners
nor qualifiers. But they occasionally have modifiers, e.g. the emly
morningin We all went foan early morning swim

(b) This potential to have agp at m is one source afecursive embeddingin
the grammar - and also efyntactic ambiguity. For example, irthe recent
workshop reportis it ‘the workshop’ that is ‘recent’, or ‘the report’?

(c) There is a special tolerance in newspaper headlines for strings of nouns, such as
Meat hygiene fiasco, Tory defection shamkd evermory poll result shocknd
perhapsTory poll result shock claimetc. The semantic test clearly given in
Section 4.2.2 shows that such cases are not compound nouns, because the
string of items does not designate a culturally recognized class of thing. They
are therefore to be analyzed in terms of modifiers and a head - often with
embedding.

(d) When compound nouns are combined with such structures, the problem is, er,
compounded - as in the following:

ngp
/\
m h
ngp ngp
ngp ngp
| |
h h

/N A\

car park security officers airport car park security officers

Problem to watch out for It can sometimes be difficult to decide whether a sequence of two
nouns is a case of m + h or a single h that is expounded by a compound noun. To decide, consult
the tests in Section 4.2.2 or, if necessary, Section 15.XXX of Chapter 15.

4.3.5 A maodifier filled by a truncated clause

Occasionally there is e that specifies an association of the referent with an event,
and so &£lause But such clauses are almost alwaysicated, so that typically
only theProcessis mentioned, as ia leaking pipe andhis shatteredhopes In

46



such cases the Clause at m consists solelyMf eéBut sometimes other elements
such as thdManner are present also (e.theslowly movingcrowd a steadily
dripping tap and some badly crackedplates Occasionally aComplement is
introduced, typically a simple noun joined to the lexical verb at M by a hyphen, as
in a back-breakingtask and a rice-eating people. So occasionally the embedded
clause has the structufeM or C M, but usually there is oniy1.

4.3.6 A modifier filled by a genitive cluster

Very occasionally an isfilled by agenitive cluster, and in such cases the thing
with which the referent is associated is an ‘intendee’. For exampgletinusty
old girl's bike the use ofirl’s signals ‘a bike that is suitable for a girl’, rather than
‘a bike belonging to that rusty old girl’). Again, the ngp is truncated.

4.3.7 A modifier filled by a unit expressing quantity

There is a regular but relatively infrequent frequent type of meaning expressed in a
modifier that specifies a limited range of typegjofintity of the thing. This is the
quantifying modifier (gqtm) . It must be emphasized that thisies the typical

way of expressing the quantity of a thing (which is the ‘selection by quantity’
meaning to which we shall come in Note 7). The meaning is aldepscting

(rather than classifying), and it contributes to the picture by stating the number of
the particularized things (e.gis few/ many/ five friends.

4.3.8 A modifier that refers to another referent

Another interesting type of modifier is thelative modifier (rm). It describes
the thing by relating it to some other thing from which it is similar or different, as in
thesameday, hemtherfriendsandadifferent / similargirl.

4.4 The determiners
4.4.1 Overview

We come now to thdeterminers. The following framework covers most of the
very considerable complexity in these areas of meaning and structure that is found
in real texts.

(a) We have seen that one of the key concepts in explaining the relationship of the
modifiers to each other and to the head is thatlagsifying SoPersian cats
are a sub-class ehts andgrey Persian catare a sub-class &fersian catsand
so on. Among the determiners we find a similar general principle at work -
though it encompasses a set of relationships that are not the same as ‘sub-
classification’. This general principle is the concepsefection

(b) Theselectionprinciple states that:

1 Each determiner, pronoun and proper name has an associated
referent.

2 TheRIGHTMOST REFERRINGEXPRESSIONIS defined a&ITHER

(i) the rightmost determiner (if there is one) plus any following modifiers,
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head and qualifiergr
(i) thepronoun or proper name that is the head (plus any modifiers or
qualifiers).

3 The REFERENT OF THE DETERMINER to the left of the rightmost referring
expression isselected from the referent of the rightmost referring
expressiorfwhere the particular type of ‘selecting relationship’ is defined for
each type of determiner in the relevant notes below).

4 This relationship okelectionbetween the referent of a determiner and the
referent of the referring expression to its right is repedi®d EacH
DETERMINER (if any), THE FOURTH (if any), etc.

5 The relationship ofselection is typically realized by the selectaf.
However, the concept of selection is occasionally not expressed, especially
when the selector followall, bothor half and precedes a deictic determiner,
as inall (of) her friends)

To summarize: each determiner other than the rightmost determiner (or pronoun
or proper name) has a referent that is ‘selected’ from the referent of the part of
the nominal group that follows.

(c) Note that each type of determiner to be described below (except for the qualifier-
introducing and typic determiners) can occur in any of the three structural
patterns exemplified below. Consider the rightmost referent in the following
examples, where it is expressed:

1 emHerinfullasin  I'll take five of those small bananas
2 ormore briefly as in I'll take five of them
3 oOReven just I'll take five.

It is important to recognize that even in the last case the fixa@xpounds the
guantifying determiner. In terms of its meaning, we know that the referent of
five is selected from a particularized referent - i.e. the Performer is assuming
that the Addressee knowsiicH things the five are selected from. In terms of

its form we can demonstrate that it is indeed a qd, because we can always test
such cases by addingthem.

(c) Typically, any determiner that is not the last determiner in the nominal group is
separated from what follows by selector (v). This statement is 99.5%
reliable. An exception occurs wheifi is omitted followingall, bothandhalf,
as inall (of) the girls(see Sections 7 and 8 below).

(d) The selector element(v) is almost always expounded lof. (Here we
borrow from the phonetic representation of the imand represent it by the
symbol v.) As a rough guide we can say th&kH DETERMINER TYPICALLY
INTRODUCESAN ASSOCIATED SELECTOR- unless it is the last determiner in the ngp,
when it may or may not have one. The deictic determiner, which is always the
last one, does not ‘select’ from what follows and it is consequently never
followed by a selector.

(e) Among the many different types of determiner, MosT FREQUENTDY far are (1)
the deictic determiner (especially when expounded liig and (2) the
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quantifying determiner. The rest are all much less frequent, but one or
other of them appears fairly often.

In analyzing a ngp, you should begin with the determBeREST TO THE HEAD.
The determiners occur in aMOST COMPLETELY FIXED SEQUENCEIN relation to
each other, and the following notes introduce the determiners in this sequence

(with the exception of two special cases, which are dealt with in Notes 11 and
12).

4.4.2 The deictic determiner (dd)

Look first for adeictic determiner. It is by far the most frequent type of
determiner in a ngp. It answers the question:

Which (or whose) thing?
It iS EITHER

(a) expounded by the itetmeor
(b) expounded by a ‘demonstrative’ iterthi§, that, these, thoseor the
‘interrogative’ forms which or whichever and occasionallywhat or
whatevey, oRrR
(c) (i) expounded by a ‘possessive’ itemy, your, his, her, our, theior
the ‘interrogative’ fornrwhoseor whoever’y, or
(i) filled by a genitive clusterexpressing a ‘possessive’ meaning, e.g.
Fred’s, the new doctor’s, my very ovat¢. (For the genitive cluster,
see Section 8.1)

4.4.3 The superlative determiner (sd)

Look for asuperlative determiner - an ocCASIONAL determiner in a ngp. It
answers the question:

Which thing (or things) is/are being identified in terms of a
unique quality?

More precisely, it is being identified @siQUE IN BEING AT THE TOP OR BOTTOM OF A
SCALE OF THINGS OF THE SAME TYPE, WHERE THE THINGS ARE ARRANGED ON A SCALE IN
TERMS OF THE QUANTITY OF A COMMON QUALITY THAT THEY SHARE. Examples arethe
tallest girl, the most importanpeople the biggestboys,the five biggesof the

boys, the biggest fiveof the boys,the biggestboys in the clasy (For
discontinuity in a unit, as in this last example, see Section 12.)

(a) Thesdis filled by aquality group (qglgp). This is a special type of glgp that
includes certain elements that are only used when it expresses a ‘superlative’

meaning - typically filling a sd (or an od; see Note 6.2 immediately below).

(b) If the sdis followed by a dd (or, as happens very occasionally, an od), there
will typically be an intervening. The exception is when the rest of the ngp is
unrealized, as witthe fastesin the fastest (of them) will arrive at 5 a.m.

4.4.4 The ordinative determiner (od)
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Look for anordinative determiner - an occasioNAL element. It answers the
guestion:

Which thing (or things), in terms of ITS POSITION IN A SEQUENCE
OF THINGS?’

Examples arethe first person the nextmomentmy fifth icecream the very last
drop, the first fiveof the boygo arrive).

(a) It is rare to have both a sd and an od. If both do occur in the same ngp, it is
possible for the sd to precede the od.

(b) Like the sd, the od is filled by a quality group (qglgp), and as with the sd, the
glgp at od has additional elements. (See Note 8 of Section 6 below.)

(c) If theod is followed by a dd (or, as happens very occasionally, a sd), there will
typically be an intervening. The exception is when the rest of the ngp is
unrealized, as witthe firstin the first (of them) will arrive at 5 a.m.

4.4.5 The quantifying determiner (qd)

Look for a quantifying determiner - THE SECOND MOST FREQUENT type of
determiner. It answers the question

How much? or How many?(of whatever comes after it)

The question is abOWYHATEVER IS SPECIFIED TO THE RIGHT OF IT IN THE NOMINAL
GrRour. Usually this is simply a head, possibly preceded by one or more modifiers,
such aghirty muddy footballers but it can include any of the determiners identified
so far - most frequently théd, as infive of my friendsnda lot of those chairs

(a) A gqd may beITHER:

() expounded directly by an item (suchase / a/an, some, five, many, all,
everyetc, (as in the first example in Figure 3 belows),

(i) filled by anembedded nominal group or by a quantity group.

(b) Thenominal group may have as its headHER

* a ‘measure’ meaning, e.two glasse®f water a cup(ful) of sugara kilo
of nails a dollar’'s worthof icecreametc, or

» a ‘collective noun’, e.gseveral flocksof birds, a library of books an
impressive collectioof medals or

* an ‘approximate’ quantity’ as ia_very large numbepof sheep a smaller
amounbof liquid bhan we had expectedr

* a ‘cardinal number’, as ifour thousandsheep -or, in a structure that is
unusual outside the cardinal numbers in that (1) it contains two (or more) co-
ordinated ngps and (2) the last ngp has no Hesdhundred and fifty sheep
(see Note 19.1 below for the analysis of a complex exarople)

» a cardinal number plus a fraction (where again two co-ordinated ngps are
used), e.dfive and a quarteyears ago.(NB if a fraction occurs on its own,
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it should be analyzed as a fractionative determiner - because it is, in principle,
a fraction of whatever occurs after it, and a qd could follow (dsvim thirds
of all of his friends were they®r

» a ngp with a highly restricted range of possible elements and items, as in
every single one of the cator the analysis, see the third example in Figure
3 below (except that ievery single on¢éhe wordevery directly expounds
the gd, since there is no degree temperer suphaetcally).

(c) Thequantity group (qtgp) will typically have an item such agry, overor
virtually as itsadjustor (ad), ancEITHER

» theamount (am) is directly expounded by an item, avéry manyof us,
guite a fewpeople,andvirtually everycat (as in the second example in
Figure 3)or

» itisfilled by a ngp, as inver four thousangeople(which has the ngfour
thousandas its am) or

* The second type may occur within the first, apractically every single one
of the cats(analyzed in the third example in Figure 3 below).

ngp
qd v dd h
ngp ngp
N
qd h qd (m) h
ngp atgp qigp
/\ /N N
gqd h ad am ad am
VAV\RVAN PO NAN

every cat virtually every cat practically every (single)_one of thos
Figure 3: Three structures in whielieryoccurs

(d) If the gd is followed by another determiner (which is most often a dd), there
will typically be an intervening. The exception is when the rest of the ngp is
unrealized, as withbout tenin About ten (of themyill arrive at 5 p.m. Also,
if the item at qd igll or bothand a dd follows, the expecteds often omitted,
especially in casual usage (eAdl (of) the boys will arrive by 5 p.ijn.

(e) Occasionally, when the quantifying determinealisboth or each it may occur
AFTER thehead, as inHe atethem alland The boys botlsaw it Indeed, when
a qd follows the head in a nggHICcH FiLLS THE SuBJECT of a clause, as in that
last example, the qd may k#iscontinuous with the rest of the ngp. The
position that it occupies in the overall structure is in factAild&E FOLLOWING
THE OPERATOR in the clause (if there is one), aslihe boyshaveboth seen it
(where the meaning is close to thaBafth (of) the boys have seeh it

51



4.4.6 The fractionative determiner (fd)

Look for afractionative determiner - an occAsIONAL element. It answers the
guestion

What fraction? (of whatever comes after it)

(a) It is rare to have both a fd and a qd, but the two can co-occur {agarfifths
of all the men over fifty are unemployednd ‘sums’ such abhree quarters
(fd) of seven thousangd) is five thousand two hundred and fiftfhere are
four main ways of expressing the concept of a ‘fraction’, e.gv@alifths (b)
twenty per cent(c) point five(h + q in ngp),and (djwo out of (every) five (of
the population of Wales)

(b) It is filled by:

* most frequently, aembedded ngpwith a noun denoting a fraction at its
head, as intwo thirds of them. Note that the head can have internal
complexity of the same type as that found in cardinal numerals sayém
three hundred and sixtiett{see Note 19.1).

* However, if the ‘fraction’ is preceded lapout,etc, fd is filled by a qtgp,
with the ngp as its am (see Section 7).

* The most frequent ‘fractionative’ item half, and it directly expounds fd -
unless it is preceded @bout etc, when it is the am in a qtgp, as in (b)
above.

* In the case of percentages, suchiasty per cenbf them we borrow the
ngp and treaninety as a qd anger centas directly expounding the
gualifier. Not the absence of any head.

*  With fractions expressed as decimals, sucpaast seven nought nine five
four oneof all men in Britain we again borrow the ngp, but here we treat
pointas h (since it and each following digit as the qd of a series of co-
ordinated ‘cardinal’ ngps at g.

*  With expressions such §gven out of every texats prefer dogfoodthe
ngp is borrowed again, but again, as in (d) above, without a head. The
analysis of the fd iseven(qd) out of every terfq) cats with every ten
being a gtgp (see Section 7).

(c) If the fd is followed by another determiner, there will typically be an
interveningv. The exceptions are (a) when the rest of the ngp is unrealized, as
with two fifthsin Two fifths (of them) will arrive by 5 a.nand (b) the
optionality ofof afterhalf, as inhalf (of) my time.

4.4.7 The partitive determiner (pd)

Look for apartitive determiner - anoccasioNAL determiner. It usually contains
more than one word, and it answers the question:
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What part or parts of the thing or things that come after it21

(a) The pd is always filled by aambedded ngpwhose head refers to a part of
the thing or things specified to the right of it in the ngp, &hg.backof the
lorry, the frontsof the shopghe headf the companyhe edgef the road, lte
roof of the house.

(b) Occasionally the only element is the head paet of the field, part of me

(c) This is also wher¢he wholefits into ngp structure. The meaning of ‘whole’
involves the concept of ‘part’, in that it means ‘not just part of the thing, but the
whole of it’. (e.gthe wholg(pd) of the/his(dd)ime in Londoph

Problems to watch out for:

1 In The whole room was covered in duke itemwholeis a modifier.

2 A problem arises in cases such&se showed me the structure of the molecule / sentence.
At first the idea that the structure of something is a ‘part’ of it may be surprising, but this
is, in an abstract sense, just what the structure of something is. In some cases the sense
may be ‘a representation of the structure of the molecule / sentence’ (see Note 10 below),
but this does not affect the analysis. The alternative analysis is tGttietireas the
head of the whole nominal group - as we have to do in any case for examples such as
function / role / purpose of this component (of)xx¥dere the analyst must decide in the
light of the context.

(d) If the pd is followed by any other determiner, there will typically be an

interveningv. The exception is when the rest of the ngp is unrealized, as with
the topdn the tops (of them) will visible at 5 a.m.

4.4.8 The representational determiner (rd)

Look for arepresentational determiner- anoccasionAL determiner It usually
contains more than one word, and it meets the test of being a ‘representation’ of the
thing (or things) specified to the right in the ngp. The representation may be
physical, as ithose photos of Julianda portrait of his wife or abstract, as ithe
concept of libertyor my impression of JamesAbstract items such a®nception,
memory, impression, vision, reputati@md perhapsstatuscan therefore be
handled here, so long as they conform to the semantic and syntactic pattern of this
type of ngp. In this type afelection then, the ‘selection’ is of a highly abstract

type.
(a) The rd is always filled by aembedded ngpwhose head expresses this type
of meaning, e.gpicture, photograph, sculpture, copy, map, concept, idea.

(b) Unless the following item isf, it is not a rd. S@ planin a plan of the housks
a rd, buta plan for tomorrowis a ngp wittplan as its headq as its qd , andor
tomorrowas a qualifier.

(c) One test which suggests that a rd is a type of ‘abstract selection’ from a referent
is that you can omit the rd (and so its followm®y. So you can say, looking at
a photographThat’s Ivyor, to a child, pointing to a picture of a farmya@én
you see a cow?

11. Halliday calls this type of meaning the ‘facet’ (Halliday 1995:196).
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(d) There are more difficulties about recognizing this type of determiner than with
most others. In many cases we have to think carefully about whether the
nominal group that we are considering as a possible rd - i.e. ‘the candidate rd’ -
is oris not ard. In other words, we often need to ask:

Is the referent of the candidate rd a type of ‘abstract selection’ from the referent
whosecultural classificationas anoun (typically) is shown in the head of
the main ngp? Or does the referent of the first ngp itself provide the main
cultural classification, with the following words functioning as a qualifier to it?

If in doubt, consult Section XXX of Chapter 15. This provides (a) fairly full
lists of the various types of noun that can occur as the head of the ngp that fills a
representational determiner, and (b) tests to help resolve problem cases.

(e) If the rd is followed by another determiner, there will typically be an
interveningv. The exception is when the rest of the ngp is unrealized, aawith
good photoas inlf you want to see what the boys look like, this is a good
photo (of them)

Problem to watch out for.

This is where words such agalysis descriptionandrepresentatioritself belong -BUT ONLY IF

THEY ARE BEING USEDIN THEIR ‘PRODUCT SENSERATHER THAN THEIR PROCESS SENSE For
example, inHe looked at my analysis of the sentenog analysisis a ‘product’, because it is
what has been produced by the ‘process’ of analyzing'. It is therefore a type of ‘thing’, and
consequently it qualifies to be considered as a ‘representation’ of the sentenceH&waiched /
listened to my analysis of the senteney analysigefers to the ‘process’ of my analyzing the
sentence. In this case the nominal groop analysis of the sententeto be analyzed as a
nominalization of the event which would, if it was expressed congruently, be a clause (as in |
analyzed the senterjceSee Chapter 17 for how to analyze the ‘incongruent’ realization of events
as nominal groups, i.e. as nominalizations.

4.4.9 The typic determiner (td)

Look near the head of the ngp fortypic determiner (td) - anoOCCASIONAL
determiner. | have left this type of determiner till now, because it involves a type of
selection that is like the representational determiner in being highly abstract. But in
terms of its place in the sequence of elements it occurs immediately before the dd -
and, because it is unusual to select both to have a dd and a td, when it occurs it
usually is the ‘rightmost’ determiner. It answers the question: ‘What type of
thing?’.

(a) Itis filled by anembedded ngpwvhose head is one of a small set of items such
astype, sort, kind, species, breed, make, brand, variety, class, category,

(b) If there is a td, it is followed by - unless the rest of the ngp is unrealized, as in
He’s just bought a new type (of computer).

(c) Sometimes the meaning of ‘type’ is present in the nominal group but is not
realized overtly. This igovert typicity. This is most obvious when the head
is expounded by an inherentipassnoun such asil, as inThey have just
launcheda new oilon the market.The presence of the woeksignals here that
the meaning is ‘a new type of oil'. (Note that we will not say that the words
type ofhave been ellipted from betweesawandoil.)
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(d) However, covert typicity also occurs witltount nouns - although in such
cases it has to be inferred from the context. Consider the cadeeahrmy
acquiredtiwo new tanksn 1998, a lightweight one for rapid advances and a
general purpose oneHere, the structural analysis does not show any difference
between the two potential interpretationdwb new tanks.Yet common sense
(i.e. our beliefs about the world) tells us that this is just as much as case of
covert typicity as that in (c) above. (As in (c) above, we will not saytypat of
has been ellipted.)

(e) Typic determiners cannot have any other determiner to the left of them. This is
because whenevertd is used it transports the meaning to a different level of
abstraction, so that the meanings apply to the head of the ngp that fills td. Thus
the nominal group that is embedded in the td may itself have considerable
internal complexity. (See also Section 13.4 below.)

(N In expressions such asfool of a boyanda giant of a manthe meaning is
roughly ‘a foolish type of boy’ and ‘a gigantic type of man’. We can therfore
analysea fool of a boywitha foolas a typic determiner, i.a.fool[td] of [v] a
[qd] boy [h]. The unusual thing about such examples is that a qd comes after
the td in such cases, but the realization rules can handle this exception.

4.4.10 The qualifier-introducing determiner (qid)

There is a type of determiner which looks exactly like a deictic determiner (dd), but
which is not one. This is thgualifier-introducing determiner (qgid). Its

sole function is to signal that the head is about tolbssifiedby information that

will be given in aqualifier (see Note 13), e.¢ghosecandidatesvho have gained
First Class Honoursandthoseof youthat are over thirty

(@) It is practically always used with plural referents, and the determiner is
practically always expounded fiyose. (If it isthesat is a dd.)

(b) Notice that the qualifier-introducing determiner cannot be treated as a deictic
determiner, because it can co-occur with one, Ehgse(qid) of (v) her (dd)
friends(h) who wish to remembdrer by making a contribution to a charig)
should ... andThose ofthefamily who have not been remembered in her will
may challenge it.

4.4.11 The embedding of nominal groups within determiners

As this section has shown, nominal groups frequently fill elements of a higher
nominal group. This may result in structures of considerable complexity.

Some of the major types are illustrated in the nominal group shown Figure 4 (which
could occur as the Complementlke has..)12

12. For those who do not knowRrivate Eyeis a British satirical magazine, famous for its
controversial covers.
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ngp

rd v pd % fd v qd % h
ngp ngp ngp ngp
| /\ NN

AUAALA ANEA

(1) photocopies of the covers of three quarters of his collection of Private

Figure 4: four cases of nominal groups embedded in a nominal group

The example shows four cases of embedding at a depth of one. Two guestions
now arise:

1 Can such embedded ngps themselves contain further embedded ngps? and
2 If so, how can we tell whether they are ‘sister’ elements of the ‘mother’
ngp, as in Example (1), or embedded in each other?

The answer to Question 1 is that several types can contain further embedding - and
that they frequently do. The most frequent types arerépFesentational
partitive, quantifying and typic determiners. The rest of this note answers
Question 2.

In any one ngp, the sequence of the determiners that are filled by a ngp is:
rdvpdv..fdvqgdyv...

(This excludes the typic determiner, which is covered in the next note.) When the
determiners occur in the above sequence there iIBURTHER EMBEDDING. SO in
Example (2) below, the structure is simpty v qd v h, with a ngp at each of rd

and qd - as shown in Figure 5. We can say of the referent that it is nc& only
picture of a bow! of fruibut alsaa picture of fruit

4.4.12 The double embedding of nominal groups within determiners

However,IF THE DETERMINERS DO NOT APPEAR IN THE SEQUENCE GIVEN ABOVE, ONE
DETERMINER AND ITS NOMINAL GROUP IS EMBEDDED IN ANOTHER. In this case the
analysis is as shown for Example (3). Here we cannot say that the refement is

roomful of fruit. In other words, the quantifying expressamroomfulapplies only
to the pictures, and not to the fruit.
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ngp

/\
rd v h
ngp ngp
rd/vqld\vh qa/th
ngp ngp ngp
A~ AN
gd h qd h qd h
Z)QA /\ AN _

picture of a bowl of fruit (3)a roomful of pictures of frt

Figure 5:
Two nominal groups, only one of which has embedding to a depth of two

4.4.13 The special case of the typic determiner

However, thetypic determiner is a special case, in that none of the referents of
the determiners that occur before it are selected from it (perhaps because it takes the
referent into a new dimension of abstraction). Inste&x€rY DETERMINER THAT

OCCURS BEFOREIT IS TO BE ANALYZED AS EMBEDDED IN THE NGP OF WHICH THE ITEM

type, sort, class, category, malec. 1S THE HEAD. So in Example (4) the structure

is essentially like that shown above for (3) - but widhreplacing the highegd,

andtd replacingrd.

(4) a picture of three types of molecule

4.4 The qualifiers
4.4.1 The classifying and depicting functions of the qualifiers

A ngp may also have@ualifier (q) - and occasionally more than onQualifiers

serve one or other of the two ‘general describing functions’ that we first met when
we were considering the modifiers, i.e. a qualifier is eitbkssifying or
depicting. Unlike the modifiers, which carry no overt markers that might show
the analyst which of these two general describing functions is being served, you can
practically always tell which of these two general functions a qualifier is serving.
This is because, if it serves the depicting function, it will haveeparate
information unit - i.e. if it is a written text, the unit filling the qualifier will begin

with a comma and it will end with a comma (or full stop, etc). But if it is
classifying it will not.

4.4.2 What fills a qualifier?
Quialifiers are typically filled by either:

(a) A prepositional group (pgp) as ina girl with long hair (see Section 5
below).

(b) A clause (Cl)as ina girl who has long hair This type of embedded clause is
called arelative clause and it is usually introduced byrelative pronoun
such asvho. (Relative pronouns are listed in Section 2.2 above).

Less frequently a g may be filled by:
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(c) A nominal group (ngp), which is usually given a separate information unit
(so being preceded and followed (in the written form) by a preceding and a
following comma, dash or bracket (asReter Adams, a sixty year old farmer

from Dorset, ..).13

(d) A quality group that would occur before the head as a modifier in an ordinary
ngp will occurarTer the head of the ngp - and so as the first qualifier - if the
head is anndefinite pronoun (e.g. something different / nice / new /
Persian. (However, examples such s@mething iron /bronzare unusual and
*something Londodoesn’t occur.)

(e) Occasionally a qualifier idiscontinuouswith the rest of the ngp. We need to
note two types.

() In the first type a relatively long qualifier, i.e. one that is ‘semantically
heavy’, is delayed so that it can ocearTHE END OF THE CLAUSE - but only
when the rest of the clause is relatively short, and so ‘semantically light’
(e.g. Thena mancame inwho | hadn’t seen before Here two general
principles are operating: the first is the ‘Get the pivotal element in soon’
principle, and the second is the ‘end weight’ principle. (See Chapter 22 for
these.)

(i) Occasionally in informal texts amtensifying pronoun such asnyselfis
detached from the ngp. Consider the case of the two alternative later
positions formyself in If Herriot can’t locate him, | <myself> will go up to
Leeds <myself> to look for him <myselffNote that the items in angle
brackets are alternatives.)

Problems to watch out for.

1 Occasionally there is a post-head element that is not a q Quaatifying determiner,
e.g. as inWe (h) all (qd) enjoyed itandWe (h) haveall (qd) seen it.

2 Occasionally aintensifying pronoun such asmyselfoccurs as ¢ in a discontinuous ngp
at S, often right at the end of the clause, d&eter(h) will announce the resultisimself(q).

4.4.3 The role of qualifiers in nominalizations

Nominalizations may occasionally cause problems for the syntax analyst. A
nominalization is a construction in which the meanings ofearent which are
therefore typically expressed axkuse are compressed into the more restricted
structural resources of tmominal group. There is a full account of the various
types of nominalization and the functions that nominalizations serve in Chapter 17.
My purpose here is simply to provids®RITERIA FORDECIDING WHETHERA PORTION OF

TEXT IS A CLAUSE OR A NOMINAL GROUPTHAT EXPRESSESA NOMINALIZATION . Consider

the examples in Figure 6.

13. This relationship is know as ‘apposition’ in trasditional grammars. We treat the second
nominal group as a qualifier, because of its similarity in function to a qualifier such as that in
Peter Adams, who is a sixty year old farmer from Dorset, ...
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Cl ngp

S A M C dd m h q
(5) lke carefully descended the ridge. (6) lke's careful descent of the ric
descending

Figure 6: Two expressions of an event: in a clause and in a nominal group

Compare (5) and (6) in Figure 6. As you can, the Process that is typically
expressed in a clause as tkiain Verb is expressed in (6) as thmead of a
nominal group. The first Participant Role (PR) is expressed in (6) ndbabjact

but as adeictic determiner, and the second PR is expressed not as a
Complementbut aqualifier. Finally, the ‘Manner’ of Ike’s descent is expressed
not as an Adjunct but as a modifier. Note also that the head maynderalike
descenobr alexical verb like descending4

The fact that a lexical verb may function as the head of a nominal group may cause
difficulty at the very start of the analysis of a sentence. This is because, at that stage
in the analysis, you are looking for the varidesocesseshat are expressed in the
sentence, in order to establisbw many clauseghere are in it. The question is:

How do we know thatdescendedn (5) is a Main Verb in a
clause, and thatdescentand descendingn (6) are the head of a
nominal group?

The answer has two parts:

(1) The problem only arises with any frequency with the-ing
forms of verbs (and occasionally with-ed forms, such as lie
seriously deprived

(2) In such cases, we know whether it is M or h from theorms
and FuNcTIoNs of the other elements in the group, and from
the FuncTiON that the clause or nominal group serves in some
higher unit.

In other wordsJke’s has the form of a typical deictic determiner (being a genitive
cluster, as described in Section 8@refulis a typical modifier (being the apex of

a quality group which could have a degree temperer suelergsadded to it, as
described in Section 6), amd the ridgehas the form of a typical qualifier, i.e. a
prepositional group (as described in SectioA55)The function that the nominal
grouplke’s careful descent / descending of the ridgeves is not clear from the
example, but clearly it would function most typically as the Subject or Complement

14. This example illustrates the most frequent pattern - i.e. where the ‘typically first’ PR is
expressed in the dd and the ‘typically second’ PR in the q. But it is possible for the ‘typically
second’ PR to be expressed in the dd, as an example ghehsasoting of the policemashows.
Herethe policemartould be either the ‘shooter’ or the ‘shot’.

15. Strictly speaking, the first PR is tippssessom thegenitive clusteratdd, and not the

dd itself, and the second PR is thempletive of the prepositional group atq, and not the
itself.
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of a clause or the completive of a prepositional group - all typical places for a
nominal group to occur. Thus it might be the Subject of a clause that continued .
was a lesson to the whole pady the Complement dEveryone watched .ar a
completive inThe party was saved by ...

Other types of nominalization are even more clearly ngps, stible a@estruction of
the tombsandthe first ascent of Evereénh both of which the first PR is omitted,
the dd being simplythe. And in examples such dlBe explosiorthere is no

problem at all.

4.5 The Linker

Quite frequently a ngp that is not the first of a string of two or more co-ordinated
units is introduced by déinker (&) . This element also occurs in all the other
classes of group, in the genitive cluster, and in the clause.

(a) It is typically expounded bgnd or or, but may occasionally be something else,
such asrather than but notand, in a recently greatly increased usage among
those under about thirtplus.

(b) Whenandandor are used to link three or more units, there is very often no
linker until the last unit, as imy father, my mother and two of my aunts
(Note that the commas are ristkers, but enders)

(c) Occasionally, at the start of thersT of two or more co-ordinated units, an
‘anticipatory’ linker occurs, as iboth X and Y, either X or Y, neither X nor Y,
not X but Y, not only X but also éf¢.

4.6 The Inferer

Occasionally a ngp has anferer (i). This element is most common in the ngp,
but it also occurs in other groups. The equivalent in the clause is the Inferential
Adjunct. The inferer occurs after the linker (if there is one).

(a) It is typically expounded bgven, onlyor just(whenjustis used in the sense of
only), as inOnly Peterarrived on timeandEven Fredquite liked the play.

(b) In examples such &#e’s such a fool (that we can’t appoint hiar)dHe’s such
a foolish man (that we can’t appoint hinthe inferer is filled by a qtgp, as in
Figure 7. (For the structure of the quantity group, see Section 7.

ngp

_iqd h
qtgp
I\

am (qtf)

AN

(1) (He's) such a fool (that we can't appoint him). (4) (He's) such a foolish man |

Figure 7:
Two examples witlsuchin a quantity group as the inferer in a nominal group
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And in cases such &e’s so (very) foolish a man (that we can’t appoint hine)
analysis is as in Figure 8. (For the structure of the quality group, see Section 6.)

ngp
im
oigp
et (dt) a f)

AN

(5) (He's) so ( very) foolish a man (that.

Figure 8: The wordoin a quality group as the inferer in a nominal group

Problem to watch out for

Finally, we should note another meaningsofch, which also precedes the quantifying determiner
a(n), as inlf you findsuch an offer (as thigcceptable, you should proceed immediatéhere the
meaning ofsuch is ‘similar in type to that specified in the preceding text. It has a similar
meaning - except that it refers forwards in the textSunh a man as Martin Luther Kingince,

in such cases, this is a ‘quality’ rather than a ‘quantity, we use the glgp at i, rather as in Figure 8.

(c) There are three other items which, likeich precede the qd when it is
expounded bw(n) Theyarequite, ratherandwhat - as inHe’s quite a (brave)
man, She made rather a measdWhat a fool he is! These examples follow
the pattern ofsuch in Figure 7, i.e. the itemsvhat, quite and rather are
amountsin aquantity group ati.

4.7 The Starter and Ender

A ngp may also occasionally have an inisdhrter (st) and, more frequently, a
finalender (e) Starters and enders are introduced when the mrEREISENTEDAS A
SEPARATE INFORMATION UNIT .

In WRITTEN texts, the starter is typically a preceding comma, dash or opening
bracket, and the ender is typically a final comma, dash or closing bracket. But the
ender of the current unit is sometimes absent, WREIENDER OF A HIGHER UNIT,

such as a ngp or clausedr E) occurs at the same point in the text.

In spoken texts, you should either reproduce the intonation by expressing it in
terms of punctuation (as in dialogue in a novel), or - to give a much fuller
representation - use a representation system such as that described in Paul Tench’s
The Intonation Systems of Engl{glondon: Cassell Academic, 1966).

4.8 Sub-grammar that use the nominal group

There are several areasmkaning in the language whose constructions can best be
analyzed by using &IMPLIFIED VERSION Of the nominal group. Thessub-
grammars have only a restricted range of choices open to them, compared to the
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range expressed in full nominal groups, but the functions served by their elements
and even the items items themselves reflect those of the nominal group. So, rather
than setting up special syntactic units for these and so introducing a new set of
labels to learn, we simply use the relevant elements of the ngp. Here is a brief
guide to analyzing three of the most frequent types.

4.8.1 The cardinal numbers

These use just th&, qd and h of the ngp. Consider the case fofty-two
thousand, three hundred and ninety-seven pedgdkre the qdorty-two thousand,

three hundred and ninety-seveansists of three co-ordinated ngps. The first is
forty-two (qd) thousand(h); the second ithree (qd) hundred(h), and the third is

and (&) ninety-severfqd). The hyphenated itenfisrty-two and ninety-sevemre
treated as single items. (Their internal morphologyhbssae(forty or ninety) plus

a suffix (-two and-seven but since our task here is to analyse syntax - not
morphology - we simply shoterty-two andninety-sevems qds.) A ngp such as
ninety-sevens very unusual - taking ngps as a whole - in having no head (in
contrast withninety-seven thousandh which thousandis the head)Filling:
typically either qd in a ngp, or ttrEmount element(am) of a quantity group (see
Section 7 below) - which itself fills the gd of a ngp - but also, more rarely, the ad
of a qtgp as irfive hundred more (The same structures are used for complex
ordinative numerals and fractions, as introduced in Sections 7.1 and 8.2 (a)
respectively.) Figure 9 illustrates the analysis of an extremely complex cardinal
number, and its complexity is such that all cardinal numbers can be analyzed within
this framework. (For the ‘adjusting’ of a cardinal number, asround two
hundred and fiftysee Section 8.2 of Section 8, which is on the quantity group.)

ngp
qd (h)
ngp ngp ngp ngp
PN IS /NN
qd h e qd h eqd h & qd
ngp ngp ngp ngp
ANA AN

AAAA LA AA

two hundred and sixty million, nine hundred and fifty thousand, two hundred and fort

Figure 9: the analysis of the verbal form of the cardinal number 260,953,246

4.8.2 Deictic time and place

Like other types of ‘deictic’ meaning, part of the meaning of deictic time and place
is that the ‘time’ or ‘place’ is located by reference to wheie PERFORMER IS
LOCATED IN TIME AND SPACE Semantically, ‘times’ and ‘places’ are simply types of
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‘thing’, and on the principle that form should be shown as reflecting meaning
whenever possible, we analyze examples suthigsveek, todapndthe day after
tomorrow as nominal groups. The elements used for these structures are the
deictic determiner (dd), the head (h) the qualifier (q) - and, when it is
needed, thanferer element (i) So, just aghis weekand this morningare
analyzed as dd h, so too arext weelandlast week and alsoyesterday morning
andtomorrow morning Andthe day after tomorrows dd h g, withafter tomorrow

being analyzed as a prepositional group at q. When the ytestsrday, todagnd
tomorrowoccur alone, they are heads - and so alsthareandnow, and the word

that asks about time, ihen. As for deictic place, the only possible exponents of

h are the equivalents afow, thenand when i.e. here, there, and where.
Expressions such aght thenandover hereuse the inferer element, so have the
structure i h.Filling : ngps expressing deictic time typically fills A (specifying the
‘time position’), but sometimes S, C, or cv, and ngps expressing deictic place fill
either an Adjunct expressing ‘place’ or a Complement in a locational clause such as
She is over there

4.8.3 Expressions of quantity

A third type of limited ngp is found at the various places in structure where quantity
is expressed. at tladjustor in quantity groups at qd and A as in examples
such asa very great deamore (people). These used, h and occasionallyn,

with a rather restricted set of words and units at each. Ngps also occur as the ad in
a qtgp filling p or B, e.g. the gtgp anfew minutes befor@s arrival / he arrived.

Once the analyst has met a few such cases, others are readily recognized.

Analysis Strategy

Analyzing a ngp (or any other group) is much easier than analyzing a clause,
because theeQueNceof the elements is almost completely fixed. However, as with
the clause (and indeed all units), you showd start on the left. The best strategy

is to look for the elements in the following order:

1 the head (a ‘noun’, ‘pronoun’ or ‘proper noun’ - the last being, strictly
speaking, shuman proper name cluster so having its own internal
structure),

2 themodifiers (if any),

3 thedeterminers (if any, and their associatexklectors if any),

4 thequalifiers (if any),

5 thestarter, linker, inferer, andender (if any - as in all groups).

Filling
Nominal groups may fill:

1 inthe clause: S, C and, less frequently, A (st week
2 inthe pgp: cv,
3 inthe ngp: rd, pd, fd, gd, m (in a truncated version)
4 in the glgp: occasionally at dt (etfmo metreswide),
if the glgp is at od: a (ethetwo hundredand fiftieth(person)
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5 in the gtgp: at am, when it is a cardinal number (gg.hundredand fifty)
at ad, occasionally, when it is embedded in another gtgp,

(e.g.avery little bitover(a hundred).
6 in the genclr : po (See Section 8).

Problem to watch out for: the multiple ambiguity of of
The word of plays several different roles in the nominal group - and so may cause problems for the
analyst. These roles are:
1 of as aselector (covered in Notes 3 to 13).
2 of as apreposition introducing a prepositional group gsialifier:
Two of the most frequent types are:
(@) nominalizations (as covered in Note 15 above) and
(b) various types ofpossessiorrelationship (ownership, social relationship, part-
whole relationship, etc.) The concept is typically expressed in the deictic determiner
(Note 4 above), but it is also expressed quite frequently - like the second PR in a
nominalization, as a prepositional group in the qualifier of a ngp whoseop is
When this happens the ‘possessor’ is normally either (1) non-human or, if human,
(2) semantically ‘weighty’ - and so formally ‘long’ in words.
3. In cases such asnew way of opening canse find aclause embedded at ,gwith of
functioning as théinder.16

5 The prepositional group (pgp)

The prepositional group (pgp) typically contains an obligatogyreposition

(p) and a predicted (but occasionalyovert) completive (cv). Most
prepositionsexpress a meaning ofinor relationship. In over 99% of pgps

a preposition occurs with the structure round it that is shown in Figure 10 (see
below for the exceptions).

pgp

N

p cv

A “ngp

in/by, etc

Figure 10: The typical structure of a prepositional group

At the end of the section you will find a summary of (a) Amalysis Strategy
and (b) prepositional group’s potential filling elements of a higher unit.

(a) The function of apreposition is to relate the referent of whatever fills the
completive (almost always angp) to the referent of whatever unit the pgp is a
part of. Usually this isSITHER:

(i) a nominal group that refers to an object, in which case the pgp fills a

16. There is alsaf as the preposition in a prepositional group that does not fill an element of
nominal group structure at all. 18he reminds me of her mothéne words 6 her mother
constitute an unusual sort of Complement.
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qualifier (q), e.g. he shoppposite the hairdresset’s
(i) a clause that refers to an event, in which case the pgpifiir

anAdjunct (A), e.g. expressing the ‘time’ or ‘place’ of the situation, etc,
e.g.She saw hinn the afternoonor

a Complement (C) e.g. in a ‘locational’ or ‘directional’ Process), as in
Ike wentto Ireland

But pgps also regularly fill thecope (s)andfinisher (f) in aqglgp, as in
more[t] skilful [a] with a scalpel s]than me][f], or aqtf in aqtgp, as inmore
[am] (icecream) than thafigtf].

In functional terms, there areRrRee MAIN TYPES Of preposition.

(b) The first type of preposition expressesranor relationship THAT HAS ITS

OWN SEMANTIC CONTENT. In such caseg typically expresses a ‘minor

relationship’ of ‘location’ in ‘space’ or ‘time’, as in (i) and (ii) below, or a

‘direction’ (typically in space). But prepositions also express other meanings,

as in (iii) to (viii).

() location in ‘space’, i.e. ‘place’ (which may be ‘static’ or ‘directional’,
with a large overlap of items between these two broad semantic types),
including:at, by, beside, near, close to, in, inside, within, out of, outside,
in front of, behind, over, under, above, below, on top of, underneath,
beneath; to the right / left of, (to the) north / south / east /west of; to, into,
onto, on to, out of, away from, off; past , through, between,eti,

(i) location in ‘time’ (‘position’ or ‘duration’), includingn, on, at, before,
after, during, since, for

(ii) ‘logical relationship’ because of, in spite of, despijte

(iv) ‘similarity’ (like),

(v) ‘instrumentality’ (vith),

(vi) ‘accompaniment'with),

(vii) ‘possession’with in with long hairandof in the hands of the clocnda
friend of ming,

(viii) ‘similarity’ (like, unlike

(ix) other types of relationship, as required in various types of Circumstantial
and other Adjuncts.

We can also treat as prepositions (unless we introduce the concept of the
‘ancillary grammar’) the following items (which many other grammars simply
ignore)e.q., i.e., vizetc, as irMr Jonesj.e. the main suspect..

(c) The second major type of preposition markRale in an event where the
event may be expressed iclauseor, through the nominalization of the event,
in anominal group. In a clause it is alwayby, but in a nominal group it
may be eitheby or of. It expresses:

1 the concept that the cv iPRIN AN EVENT, and
2 whether it is the ‘typically first’ or ‘typically second’ PR.

So in theclauseTheir papers were checked by the customs officerin the
‘passive’ construction) the woly shows (a) thathe customs offices a PR -
and (b) that it is the ‘typically first PR. Hdoy is the p of a pgp that fills a C
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in a clause. And when the wood is the p in a pgp at g in a ngp, it can serve a
remarkably similar function. This occurs in a ngp that expresses the
‘nominalization’ of an event, such #& shooting of the policemaHere the
word of shows thathe policemaris a PR in the Process of shooting - and the
word of usually indicates that what follows is the ‘typically second’ PR (here,
the person who was shot). However - as you may have noticed alteady -
policeman could just possibly be the ‘shooter’, though this is much less
frequent. And in many cases, suclttesascent of Evereghe overwhelming
probability is that Everest is the ‘typically second’ PR in the Process of
‘ascending’. But in principle what follows the woadl could be either the
‘typically first’ or the ‘typically second’ PR, and the iteyh does not tell us for
certain which it is. However, in natural texts our beliefs about the world and/or
the preceding text practically always makes it clear whether the meaning of
‘typically first PR’ or ‘typically second PR’ is intended.

(d) Thirdly, the preposition may bearRT OF THE MEANING OF THE PROCESS i.e. a

prepositional verb, as inShe wadistening toan old Bob Marley tape It
may also occur in phrasal-prepositional verh, as in the case @fith in |
won't put up withthis any longer. Note that the itenof also occurs in this
context, as iHe got rid ofhis debtsand Shas fond othim.

(e) The completive (cy is almost always filled by agp, as inwith a load of

(f)

groceries It tells us what thing is being related by the preposition to another
thing (or situation). Very occasionally it is filled byckause as inwith what

you can cary, or anothepgp, as infrom behind the shedSometimes the cv

is not expoundedat all, as inHe got his left hand over the lower bough, and

then reached for the branch abave

Occasionally goreposition is NoT directly expounded by a prepositional item -
but is filled instead by gtgp (see Section 7). This can occur with most types
of p. Examples areright into the corner,just after breakfast, almost
immediately aftetunch andfive minutes befortheir departure. The difference

from the examples in Note 7 below is that here there is a closer semantic
relationship between the two elements of the unit that fills the p than there
typically is between the prepositional temperer and the preposition itself, as in
Note 7.

(g) Occasionally the p is preceded byprepositional temperer (pt), e.g.(she

is) out (pt) in (p) the garden(cv), (She livesup on the mountain(He is) over /
roundby the shed (I'm going to lay down my sword and shietthwn bythe
riverside etc. Note that these differ in structure from the pattern described in
Note 6 above, in thatHE CONCEPTEXPRESSEDIN THE Pt APPLIES TO BOTH THE P

AND THE cv. Indeed, in some cases the pt (or a closely related item) can also be
used as a p, in roughly its same sense. Consider the folldisiregis) out (in)

the garden(in some dialects)(she lives) up (on) the mountaiand (he is)
round (at) the back (of the houseAnd inShe lives right up on the mountain

the wordright seems to ‘modify’ (in the general sense of the wapl)so we

use the quantity group to analyze it, just as for the preposition itself (see Note
6).
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(h) There arerwo prepositions which occur quite frequently and which occasionally
show patterns of structure that are typical of adjectives. When this occurs (but
not otherwise) the preposition should be shown as being filleddlgm (see
Section 6). The two words aike andnear,as inShe isvery likeher mother,
andlvy livesnearerLondonthan you do (Fordiscontinuity in a unit, as in
this last example, see Section 12.) But wiilenor near occurs alone, you can
show it as directly expounding p.

() A more complex type of filling occurs ifar / further (away) fromwhere the
item(s) away) from,which would otherwise be treated as a simple preposition,
constitute theamount, and the itenfar or furtheris theadjustor. So inShe
lives further out of / (away) from London than |, dbe itemfurther is an
adjustor.

() With some prepositions, when the cv is fully recoverable, we sometimes find an
unexpounded completive- as in the last pgp ite climbed out of the
window and onto the ro@fbove (it) Hereaboveis the p in a pgp without a cv
(with the pgp functioning as a qualifier in the rigp roof above (

(k) There is one regularly occurring item that has the same general semantic
function as a ‘pre-position’ but which occurs in a ‘post-position’ (g)soThis
is agq, as infive weekgcv) ago(p). (Note thative weeks before / aftare all
guantity groups at p; see Section 7.)

() A pgp may also have any or all of the following: (istarter (st) and, more
frequently, anender (e) (ii) alinker (&) , and (iiij)an inferer (i), just as
described for the ngp (see Notes 16, 17 and 18 of Section 4).

(m)When the cv is avh-item, it typically occurs initially in the clause, with the
result that it is separated from the rest of the pgp Welatare you lookingat?
(Fordiscontinuity in a unit, as in this last example, see Section 12.)

Analysis strategy You are likely to become aware that a unit may be a pgp by
finding a ngp with a p in front of it (a 99% guideline). The best strategy is to
identify the elements in the following order:

1 thepreposition (or the ‘post-positiorago,

2 thecompletive

3 theprepositional temperer (if any),

4 thestarter, linker, inferer, andender (if any - as in all groups).

Filling pgps may fill

in the clause: C, A and occasionally MEx, XEx and S,
in the ngp: q,

in the pgp: rarely, cv,

in the glgp: s and f,

in the qtgp: qtf.

abh wnN ke

Problems to watch out for:

1 The wordto occurs frequently as preposition, but even more frequently as hrfinitive
Element (I). When itis p it is almost always followed by a cv filled by a ngp, and when it
is | it is followed by X or M.
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2 The wordof occurs very frequently, both asselector (v)and as goreposition (typically
in a g, often when the ngp is a nominalization).

3 Many other items occur as either Binder or as apreposition. As Binders they occur
regularly in either gull clause or a partial clause. In a full clause they arafter, as,
before, since, till, than, untiand also (but only as B in modern usatike (as inlike he
always does Those that occur in a partial clause suchedsre visiting heinclude most of
those just listed, and alstbout, at, besides, between, by, from, in, in spite of, despite, for,
of, on.

4  Any item that can be either B or p can also beah®untin aqtgp at eitherB or p, as in
immediately after, five minutes befpetc. (For the qtgp see Section 7.)

6 The quality group (qlgp)

We begin with standard quality groups, which are by far the most frequent type,
and then expand the picture to include ‘superlative’ and ‘ordinative’ quality groups.
Much of what is said in Notes (a) to (k) applies to the ‘superlative’ type, and some
to the ‘ordinative’ typé.

At the end of the section you will find a summary of (a) Amalysis Strategy
and (b) the quality group’s potential flitling elements of a higher unit.

(a) In thequality group (glgp) theapex (a)is oBLIGATORY. All other elements
are optional.

() Almost always a glgp expresses:

EITHER a meaning of thguality of athing,

as inhe isvery careful- when the qglgp occurs @, or

as inHe is avery carefulman- when the glgp occurs at
OR a meaning of thguality of asituation,

as inhe folded ivery carefully- when the glgp occurs At

(i) Theapexanswers the question:
What quality?

() When the qlgp is aQuUALITY OF A THING, the cLASS OF woRDS that
expound thepexis theadjectives

(i) When it is aQUALITY OF A SITUATION, THE CLASS OF WORDS that expound
it is the manner adverbs Manner adverbs are almost always
formed from one of a sub-set of adjectives which could precede the
word behaviour plus the suffix-ly. (One exception is the adjective
fast which functions as an adverb without thesuffix.)

(b) The apex may optionally be tempered byemperer. There are three types,
and we deal first with the most frequent type. This type answers the question:

How much of the quality is there?

In traditional grammar this element is often described as expressing the

‘degree’ of the quality (which comes to the same thing) so we could also
express the question as:

To what degree is the quality present?
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We therefore term this type of temperer ttegree temperer (dt)

There arerwo TYPESOf degree temperer: tt@mple degree tempereand the
referencing degree temperer

(c) The simple degree temperer

(i) The most frequent type of degree temperer isimple degree
temperer. This type completes the meaning of ‘tempering’ in the glgp on
its own.

(i) The word that most frequently expounds dtasy, as invery happy. This
expresses ‘amplification’ of the meaninghafppy

(i) Other ‘amplifiers’ include the underlined words in the followiegtremely
wise,awfully sad,frightfully clever,marvellouslyamusing, érribly good,
terrifically good, &irly clever rather unhappy guiterich prettygood

(iv) A special case imost as inThat'smost impressive Note that herenost
is a simple degree temperer, and not a ‘superlative’ (ahanmost
important for which see Note 9 below).

(v) A few of the strongest ‘amplifiers’, includingery, quite and terribly,
occur withreiteration. This is a type of recursion that is used with
relatively few items in English. Examples a8e is said to beery, very,
very rich andHis performance waguite, quite remarkable Such cases
should be analyzed simply as having many degree temperers rather than
one that is expounded by many items. (This necessary in order to allow
for the insertion of information unit markers when needed, represented as
i1,i2, i3 etc.)

(vi) Some interesting cases includeot unintelligent (where not is not a
Negator),scarcelyintelligible, andnearly dark

Problems to watch out for:

1 A degree temperer may be filled by a nominal group with a ‘measure’ word at its head, as
in two foot wide, three metres thick, five miles de¢p,

2  Sometimes the degree temperer is filled by a quantity group (which is described in
Section 7). So irabout two foot widehe expressiorabout two footis a quantity
group, withtwo footas its amount.

3 Anunusual use of the itethisis as a degree temperer, e.gltiwas this high!

(d) The referencing degree temperer

The second main type of degree temperer iséffierencing temperer. This
identifies the degree of the quality with reference to the degree of that quantity
(and very occasionally another quality) in some other situation. These
temperers therefore express a meaning wimekDICTS the presence of a
following element, namedfanisher (f), in which the comparison is madé.

is called a finisher’ because it ‘finishes’ off the meaning begun in the temperer
(see Note 5 below). Thus, in the underlined glgpiénismore important than

the Prime Minister the wordsthan the Prime Ministeffinish’ the meaning of
more They donorT finish the meaning amportant

() There are regular patterns of @@gree temperersand (b) the following
Binders (in clauses) or followingorepositions (in pgps), i.e. in the
unit that fills the finisher. These patterns are:
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more/less ... thariB or p] ...,
as..agBorp]...,

too ... for[B or p], followed byto [I] ...,
sufficiently ... foB or p], followed byto [l],
...enough fofB or p], followed byto [I].

Problem to watch out for Theitem soin he is so weak that he’'ll never get

thereat first appears to be a temperer of this type, but in fact it is to be treated, as Note
3 below shows, as amphasizing temperer

(i) Sometimes the word that predicts the item introducing the finisher (e.g. as
more predictsthan) has to be analyzegot as directly expounding the
degree temperer, but as thmount of a quantity group that fills it.

For example, considenorein She is mucimoreimportant than the Prime
Minister. Heremuch moreis the degree temperer iofiportant and it is
filled by a qtgp withmoreas its amount. (For the quantity group see
Section 7).

(i) All the words used in this type of degree temperer can 0gauDUT A
FINISHER. In other words, the meaning of comparison that is typically
expressed in the finisher may be left unexpressed - e.g.Sk®eirsmore
important In such cases this unexpressed finisheoigert - just as, in a
clause, a PR that is expected by the Process but unexpressed is covert.

(iv) There is one type of referencing temperer, namelgugh which occurs
AFTER THE APEX, as inrich (a)enough(dt) to buy a Rolls Roycg).

(v) There is onelegree tempering meaningvhich is regularly expressed
in theapex If the Performer chooses (a) the meaning of ‘greater quantity’
(which is also expressed lbgorg and (b) a ‘quality’ meaning that is
expressed in a short word, then the su#iis attached to the apex - e.g.
as ingreaterandhappier.

(vi) Typically, a degree temperer is direcdyPounDeD by anitem such as
very or more as above. But, it is also occasionallyep by aquantity
group, as inrather morepromisinganda little bit tooinquisitive as in (7)
in Figure 11. (See Section 7 for the types of quantity group that fill
degree temperers.)

qlgp qlgp qlgp
— — —
t a t a t a
qigp “qigp qigp
S | S
ad am ad ad (am)

(7) much more promising (8) much brighter (9) alittle (too) hot
rather lessgenerous a bit (too) col
abit too inquisitive
almost as interesting
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Figure 11:

Three types of complexity in the internal structure of degree temperers

(vii)

(viii)

When the two phenomena described in (v) and (vi) occur together, we
have an interesting case which is syntactically odd, but perfectly regular in
semantic terms. The degree temperer is filled bygp that only has an
adjustor, as inthe weather’s lookingnuch brightey as in (8) in Figure

11. Compare this witthe weather’s lookinghuch more promisings in

(7). To be consistent with the analysis of (7) we must showrthahin

(8) is also the adjustor in a quality grouptaandNoOT SIMPLY A DEGREE
TEMPERER This example shows why we do not shbrghter as ‘t/a’ -

l.e. if we did it would result in a glgp with two degree temperers.

In It was a little / a bit hot we find a rather similar phenomenon. The
analysis is as in (9) in Figure 11.

(e) The emphasizing temperer (et)

It is

almost always the wordo, as in he is so sad these daglsut see (iv)

below). It has two uses, and these correspond to the ‘simple quantifying’ and
‘referencing’ meanings that we have met for the degree temperer.

(i)

(ii)

(i)

(iv)

v)

The ‘simple quantifying’ use simply ‘emphasizes’ the sheer quantity of the
quality - which is why it has the word ‘emphasising’ is in its name.
Semantically, then, it is very like an amplifying determiner. Indeed, it can
bereiterated, as inhe is feeling so, so sdfist asvery can, as pointed
out in Note (c) (v) above. When it is used in this sense it is typically
SPOKENWITH A STRONGSYLLABLE.

The ‘referencing’ use predicts a finisher - again, as one type of degree
temperer does. The finisher is always a clause and it is typically introduced
by the Bindethat, as inhe is so fat that he can hardly get into a car.

We cannot simply treaoas another degree temperer, because each of the
two types can co-occur with the most frequent type of temperer, i.e. the
degree temperer, as ime isso very happy (that he does not want to
move)

The one exception to the generalization that the emphasizing temperer is
expounded byo occurs in the superlative and ordinative types of quality
group. Consider examples suchtlasyvery biggest / best that I've ever
seen. Notice that in such cases the ‘superlative’ meaning that its typically
expressed in the temperer is expressed within thedapex.

The two tests for themphasizing tempererare therefore:

1 Isitthe word so, such that it

EITHER emphasises the quality
OR predicts a finisher that describes a ‘result’?

2 Is it the word very, such that it precedes an apex that

expresses a superlative or ordinative meaning?
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() The adjunctival temperer (at)

This type of temperer is given this name because it has a number of sub-types,
each of which corresponds to the function of a type of Adjunct. So far three
have been identified, as illustrated below.This type of temperer is less
frequent than the other two main types, but it clearly serves quite different
functions, and it is required in a full description og English.

(i) We can demonstrate that it is neeeded as well as the preceding two, because
ALL THREE CAN OCCUR IN THE SAME QUALITY GROUP - as inso [et] very [df]
socially[at] inept[al].

(i) The three types expressHER

aviewpoint, e.g.(He is) socially ineptand(They are) militarily weak,
OR

a result, as indisappointingly poorresults and pleasingly highmarks,
OR

amanner, as inguietly effectivendvery strongly suggestive

(iii The first type expresses a meaning that is sometimes close to that of a scope
in a qlgp, as inHe is) inept [a] in social termgs]. As with other possible
scopes, they sometimes seem to function more like Adjuncts; cofpase
socially ineptwith Socially, he is inept. But this type of alternative near-
equivalent expression as an Adjunct is less open to the secondtype and is
not open at all to the third.

(iv) These items are generated from the same part of the system network as they
would be generated from if they were simply functioning as Adjuncts, and
they are therefore to be analyzedjamlity groups that fill the adjunctival
temperer (as is suggested by the presence of the degree terepeiethe
last example above).

Problem to watch out for There are certain items, suchdadiriously, disgustingly,
wildly andamazingly,that can functioreiITHER as adjunctival temperers (in which

case their experiential meaning retains at least some of its forcay simpledegree
temperers

(v) The question it answers is therefore:
Does this element express a ‘viewpoint’, ‘result’ or ‘manner’?

(vi)Finally, note that amdjunctival temperer can OCCURFTER THE APEX, €.g
as inhe is lesgdt] inept[a] socially [at] than | had thoughff].

(9) The function of thefinisher (f) is to FINISH OFF the meaning that typically
BEGINS in the degree temperer (or in the emphasizing temperer or in the apex in a
case such dsller or worsg. It therefore answers the question:

How is the ‘tempering’ meaning finished?
The finisher may be filled by:

(a) apgp, as inmore intelligenthan him wherethanis p, or
(b) aclause as inmore intelligenthan he iswherethanis B.
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When it is filled by a clause, there is nearly always a covert PR at C - this being
OBLIGATORILY UNREALISED When it is the same as the item at the apex. Payin

is more intelligent than he ighe analysis ofhan he igs B S O/M (C). But on

the relatively rare occasions when the ‘quality’ at C in the finisher is different
from the apex, as ide ismore intelligent than he is rigtthe C is overt.

(h) The function of thescope (s)s to specify further the meaning of apex as

()

in Fred’s good at tennis, better at tennis than | a&te, It is easy to distinguish

it from the finisher, because the meaning that it completes is clearly the meaning
of the apex and not the degree temperer. Occasionally there@iecopes

as inangry(a)with me(s) about my plangs).

If a glgp hasoTtH ascopeand afinisher, the scope typically comes first (70-
90% reliable). However, if a scope is semantically ‘heavier’ than the finisher
(or than another scope) it is typically placeder in the glgp.

Summary so far: the type of glgp that we have been considering so far typically
fills

EITHER amodifier in anominal group
oraComplementin aclause

(k) When the glgp fills a m of a ngp, and when it has a scope or a finisher (or

()

both), THE SCOPE OR FINISHER OCCURSAFTER THE HEAD OF THE NOMINAL GROUP. In

other words, this results in the relatively unusual phenomenon of
discontinuity in the qglgp. For example, the analysis of the glgBhe is a
more important person around here than hesias in (10) in Figure 12Note

that if the ngp has a qualifier, this typically follows the scope and/or finisher.
(For other types aliscontinuity in a unit, see Section 12.)

ngp
/\
qd m h
aigp
dt a S f
VAN YA NYAN

(10) (Sheis)a more important person around here than he |

Figure 12: Discontinuity in a quality group at m

The ‘superlative’ quality group

This type of quality group has an internal structure that is partly different from
the quality group structure that we have been considering so far, and it fills a
partly different set of elements. It fills

EITHER asuperlative determinerin angp
oraComplementin aclause
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Examples are the underlined portions of:

These ar¢he fines{(sd) of (v) Fred’sdd) rosegh) and
They arethe most prestigious (in the woyld

It answers the question:

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(iv)

(V)

What quality to a unique degree?

The meaning of ‘superlative uniqueness’ is typically expressed in one of
the following three ways:

in adegree tempereytypicallymostbut sometimeteast

in the apex where the word ends irest (where the meaning is the
same amos).

in the apexif the item is one of the frequent but irregular forbestor
worst

However, in the special case where

1 onLy Two of the things being compared, and
2 the register of the text ORMAL,

we find examples such #g elderof the two girls

Problem to watch out for: This should not be confused with a simple
comparative that fills the modifier of a nominal group. It can be recognized by re-
expressing it in a casual style of speech, i.e. by replacingtfm by a-estform.

If there is no change of experiential meaning the unit is a quality group that is filling a
superlative determiner.

A qglgp functioning atsd almost always hasne ADDITIONAL ELEMENT that
does not occur in the type of glgp that occurs at m - and may have two.

The first new element is thgpuality deictic (qld), as in the first element
of the most important of allNote that

1 ItiS VIRTUALLY OBLIGATORY.

2 Itis almost always expounded by the wakte.

3 Occasionally we find a possessive expression sunfyas the new
teacher’s- but when this happens there can be no dd later in the ngp.

It may at first be tempting to analyze the iteiimsandfinestin an example

such aghe finest of the cupas if they were simply dd and m. This is
what most other grammars do, but it leads to a serious problem which is
avoided in the approach taken here. This is because it would introduce
TWO DEICTIC DETERMINERSINto the structure of a single nominal group - and
this goes against one of the principles of a functional grammar, namely
thatEACH ELEMENT IN A UNIT IS FUNCTIONALLY DIFFERENTIATED FROM ALL THE
OTHERS I.€. EACH EXPRESSESA DIFFERENT TYPE OF MEANING. The analysis

of such examples in the present grammar is as shown in Figure 13:
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(vi)

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

()

(xi)

ngp

sd v dd h
qlgp

/\

gd a

Ae 4mest “ofthe cups

Figure 13: Two instances tfein the same nominal group

The second additional element is theality quantifier (qglg). It
occurs only occasionally. Note that

1 It caneiTHER precede the degree temperer, athe(qld) five (glg) most
(dt) intelligent (a), or follow the apex, as irthe (gld) most (dt)
intelligent (a) five (qlq).

2 Like the gld, the glg can occur in the same ngp as an apparently similar
element in the ngp above, as is shown by the occurrence of the two
cardinal numeral$wo andtwentyin two (qd) of (v) the twenty most
eligible (sd) princes(h).

There is a special type @ihisher for such glgps, in which the meaning
of ‘superlative uniqueness’ is ‘finished’ by stating the ‘realm’ (in space or
time or some group of which the referent is a member) for which the
uniqueness holds, e.tipe cleveresof them all the biggesin the world

the fastesthis year This type of f is typically filled by a pgp witin or of

as the p.

Problem to watch out for. Note that it is the ‘tempering’ meaningngst, -egt

that this ‘realm’ meaning completes, and not the meaning of the apex - so it is not a
scope

Like a glgp at m, a glgp at sd may desscontinuousif it has a scope or
finisher - as inthe most skilfulpersonin the world at scrabble The
analysis is therefore fairly similar to that in Figure 12, with the obvious
adjustments.

Occasionally a ‘superlative’ glgp occurs at sd in a ngp without a following
head, as iThe smallest (ones/boyspn’t be able to reach the bar.

While most ‘superlative’ glgps fill a sd, a glgp may also fill a C in a
clause, when the type of thing is inferable - just as the more frequent type
of glgp can fill a C. Compar8he isvery [t]_clever [a] andShe isthe

[qld] cleverest]ta] (n_the room[s]).

When a ‘superlative’ glgp is at C, it occasionally occurs without the gld,
e.g.He ishappiest / most content&chen he is along
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Problems to watch out for.

1 The wordmostdoes not always signal a ‘superlative meaning’. It is sometimes used as a
strong version of ‘very’, as ifihis is a most important mattewhere the structure of the
ngp isa(gd) most importantm) matter(h). The lack of a gld shows that the meaning is
not ‘superlative’. On the other hand, the clalibés is the most important matter
ambiguous.

2 Conversely, the wordhoremay occasionally be used in a ‘superlative expression (as in
Note 7.1. above).

(m) The ‘ordinative’ quality group

This type of quality group is like the ‘superlative’ quality group in having an
internal structure that is partly different from the quality group structure that we
considered in (a) to (k), and it too fills a partly different set of elements.

It typically fills the ordinative determiner (od) of a ngp, as irthe third of
the runners Like the superlative quality group, this one too can directly fill the
Complement, as irShe waslte first to do it

It answers the question:
What position in sequence?

(i) Here the apex of the glgp is expounded bysdinative numeral, such
asfirst, second, thirdetc., and alsmextandlast The term ‘quality’ in
‘quality group’ is therefore being stretched here to include the ‘quality of
being first, second, next, last’, etc. When the ordinative numeral is
complex, as irthe two hundred and twenty-ninth runnéne structure of
co-ordinated nominal groups is used to show what fills the apex, just as
when complex cardinal numerals fill the qd of a ngp (see Section 17.1).

(i) The element gld functions in a glgp at od in a very similar way to the way
in which it functions when a qglgp fills a sd.

(i) The same is true of thguality quantifier (glq) , as inthe first two of
the runners Indeed, Notes (I) (iii) to (viii) on the superlative determiner
apply here too. So the ordinative quality group can also occur as a
discontinuous unit, e.gshe washe(qgld) first (a)womanin the history of
the world(f) to swim the Atlanti€s). (Fordiscontinuity in a unit, as in
this example, see Section 12.)

(n) It is very unusual foBoTH the superlative and theordinative determiners
to occur in the same ngp, since both can be used as ways of ‘uniquely’
identifying the referent. But the two can occur together, diseifastest[sd]
of the first thregdo] of the runners.

(o) Occasionally a glgp fills aluxiliary Extension (XEX) in a clause, as in
She’sabsolutely boundo like him, She’snore likely than | anto like him
and, with discontinuity,She’s more likely to like himthan | am (For
discontinuity in a unit, as in this last example, see Section 12.)

(p) Occasionally a glgp fills thelegree temperer (dt)of a glgp. This occurs
most frequently when the apex of the matrix glgp is expounded by a ‘colour’
and the apex of its own qlgp by a ‘shadight, dark, bright, dull, pale, de¢p
as inavery darkred coverandthe lightestblue eye®f anyone I'd ever seen
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(For discontinuity in a unit, as in this last example, see Section 12.)

(q) Occasionally a glgp fills th@reposition (p) of a pgp, as in the underlined
portions ofShe isvery likeher motherandShe liveguite near me

There are only two items of this sort, namigtg andnear.

(i) When likeor near occurs without any other element that requires you to
introduce a qlgp at p, you should simply show it as directly expounding p.

(i) Despite the semantic similarity oéar: nearerandfar: further, the itemdar
andfurther do not function as prepositions. In other words, in examples
such adfar / further (away) from Londqgnt is (away) fromand notfar
that functions in the equivalent way rtear. In She lives further out of /
(away) from London than | dehe itemfurtheris in fact an adjustor in a
guantity group; see Section 7 for quantity groups, and Chapter 8 for the
grammars of (1away from, out ofetc, and (2pear, closeandfar.)

(iif) Occasionally the glgp at p isliscontinuous as in Ivy lives nearer
Londonthan youdo. (For the analysis of discontinuity in a glgp, see
Figure 12 above, and for discontinuity in general see Section 12.)

(r) Very occasionally, the glgp fills theead of anominal group, e.g.very poor
in The very poor (deserve our suppaat)d, even more rarelyost privileged
in The most privileged (should pay more taxeBhe analyses in the two cases
are shown in (1) and (2) in Figure 1 (in Paragraph 1.6 of Section 4 above).

(s) A glgp may also have any or all of the following: (istarter (st) and, more
frequently, anender (e) (ii) alinker (&) , and (iiij)an inferer (i), just as
described for the ngp (see Notes 16, 17 and 18 of Section 4).

Analysis strategy

Analyzing a qlgp (or any other group) is much easier than analyzing a clause,
because theeQueENcE of the elements is almost completely fixed. However, as
with all units, you shouldoT start on the left. The first element to identify is the
apex (a) Itis typically an ‘adjective’ (e.garefu) or an ‘adverb of manner’ (e.qg.
carefully), and it answers the question ‘What quality (of the thing or situation)?’.
But it can also be an ‘ordinative quality’ such @sst, second, fifty-fourth, next,
last,etc. The best strategy is to look for the elements in the following order:

1 theapex (a)(a ‘quality’ (including an ‘ordinative quality’),

2 thedegree temperer (dt)(if any - typically a quantity; if the dt isnoughit
comes after the apex,

3 thefinisher (f) (if any), which finishes the meaning typically begun in t,

4 thescope (s}if any), which completes a meaning begun in a,

5 theemphasizing temperer (et)realized byso, and byvery if filling sd or

od,

theadjunctival temperer (at),

(if at sdor od or occasionallyC): the quality group deictic determiner

(gqld) and the optionatjuality group quantifying determiner (qglq),

8 thestarter, linker, inferer, andender (if any - as in all groups).

~N O
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Filling : a glgp may fill

1 in the clauseC (as an Attribute) A, and, occasionally,S, XEx, MEx and
XEX.

2 in the ngp: frequentlyn, but alsosd andod and occasionally (e.g.the very
poor) andg (e.g.something neyv

3 inthe qglgp: ifa is a colour, quite frequentlyt; otherwise only occasionallyt;
and
occasionally at, as wery stronglysuggestive.

4 in the pgp: occasionallp: (for like andnear).

7 The quantity group (qtgp)

As its name implies, thguantity group expresses internal complexity within the
general meaning of ‘quantity’.

At the end of the section you will find a summary of (a) Amalysis Strategy
and (b) the quantity group’s potential floling elements of a higher unit.

(a) Most quantity groups have two elements:anount and amadjustor. In the
following examples the first item in the underlined portion isadiustor and
the second is aamount.

In the clause the ‘quantity’ is expressed irAaljunct (the Degree Adjunct), as
in: He loves hevery much (c. 8% of quantity groups)

In the ngp it is expressed in theantifying determiner, as in:
Much moreéolerance is needed. (c. 85% of quantity groups)

In the quality group it is expressed in tlegree tempereras in:
Ivy ismuch morgopular than Ike  (c. 6% of quantity groups)

In the quantity group itself it is expressed in #djustor, as in:
Very muchmore tolerance is needed. (c. 1% of quantity groups)

Here | have chosen examples that use only the waeds muchand more
Notice that botlveryandmuchfunction here as adjustors.

(b) The internal structure of the quantity group

In over 95% of cases, a quantity group has just the two elementsaofi@mnt
(am) and aradjustor (ad).

Theamount answers the question:
What is the ‘amount’ of the quantity?
e.g.fifty in over fifty (children)
Theadjustor answers the question:
How should this quantity be adjusted?

e.g.overin over fifty (children)
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(c) When the meaning expressed in the ‘amount’ is a ‘compared quantity’, there
may be a third element: tlguantity group finisher (qtf). This occurs
less than 5% of cases.

Thequantity group finisher answers the question:
How is the meaning that is begun in the amount finished?
e.g.than | like itin (She likes custajdnore than | like it.

The quantity group finisher has this name because it has similar characteristics
to the finisher in a quality group (where it ‘finishes’ the meaning of
‘gquantity’ expressed in the degree temperer). Bqtfatypically finishes the
meaning of an amount, not an adjustor. (For more details see see Note (p)
below.)

(d) Note the analyses of (11) and (12) in Figure 14. These are shown there
correctly, and it is thereforeoT the case thatnanyin (11) should be shown as
theamount of a qtgp at qd - as in (12). Thgeantifying determiners may
BE EXPOUNDEDDIRECTLY BY ITEMS, even though there is a potential for structure.
The same principle is followed for prepositions and Binders, but not for
modifiers and most other elements. (For the reasons for this exception, see
Chapter 10.)

ngp ngp

N

qd h

qd h
atgp
S
A AR
(11) many people (12) very many people

Figure 14: the analysis of two quantifying expressions

(e) To summarize so far: whencaantity group (qtgp) occurs, there is always
an amount (am), and there is usually also adjustor (ad). Much less
frequently there is @uantity group finisher, and this may occur with or
without an adjustor.

We turn now to thelementsthat a quantity group may fill.

() Most groups typically fill a clause element more frequently than they fill an
element of a group. The quantity group is the exception; the only clause element
that it normally fills is the DegreAdjunct, as inHe loves hexery much(8%
of quantity groups).

(g) The quantity group occurs most frequently as doantifying determiner
(qd) of a ngp ((85% of quantity groups).

() However, before we look at the range of types of quantity groups that may
fill a qd, we should note the important fasAT THE MEANING OF ‘QUANTITY’
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THAT IS EXPRESSEDAT THE QUANTIFYING DETERMINER IS QUITE OFTEN NOT
REALIZED AS A quantity group - BUTASA nominal group. Some typical
examples are the underlined portions of the followitvgo glassesof
water, a_shoalof fish,a small numbeof shee@ndfive hundred and fifty
sheep.In other words,A MEANING OF ‘QUANTITY’ IS NOT NECESSARILY
EXPRESSEDTHROUGH A QUANTITY GROUR,

(i) The main types of meaning that are found asatm®unt element of a
quantity group that fills aquantifying determiner are listed below.

» cardinal numbers, e.g. exactly fifty, over twenty-one about wo
thousand five hundreetc. Other typical words includaround, under,
over, approximately, roughly, precisely, exaceyc.

* approximate quantities, e.g.toomany/ quitea few, quitea lot, etc.
When the amount has a meaning expressedniich or many the
adjustor is oftervery or rather.

» compared quantities e.g.somemore fifty morethan we had last
time, rather éwer a little bitless asmanyas before.

* proportion quantities, e.g.almostall, some or all rather gw / little,
etc. When the amount is an ‘extrerpedportion (all, any, noor nong
typical adjustors includabsolutely, virtually, almost, practicallyetc, as
in absolutelyall / virtually noneof us.

* measure quantities e.g.undertwo spoonfulsroughlyfive kilos

(i) An additional source of difficulty in analyzing quantity groups with
cardinal numbers is that someadjustor items consist OfORE THAN
ONE ORTHOGRAPHICWORD - just as some prepositions suchraspite ofand
in front of do. So besideandera hundredandover a hundredwe find
less / fewer thana hundred more thana hundred and as_many asa
hundred

Problem to watch out for: Many of these orthographic words, suchnasreand
than,also occur in quality groups - and yet the functions that they perform there cannot
be mapped onto the ‘adjustor’ function that they serve in the present unit.

(iv) In many of the above cases thmount is NoT directly expounded by an

item, but is filled by anominal group. Examples of three frequent types
are:

» cardinal numbers: preciselyfive thousand, two hundred and fifty
seven See Note 14 in Section 4 for the internal structure of cardinal
numbers, and thamount in (13) in Figure 14 for a simple example of
the analysis.

* approximate quantities, e.g.rathera large numbeof youths, quit@a
small guantity / amounbf gas.

* measure quantities e.g.a little undertwo spoonfulsandround about
five kilos See the higher of the twvamount elements in (14) in Figure
15 for an example.

80



qd % h
qigp
_ad am
qtgp ngp

e VAN

AR FA

(13) alot over two hundred  dollars
(14) somewhere around two kilosof sugar
Figure 15:

Internal complexity within the adjustor and the amount of a quantity

(v) Very occasionally quantifying expressions a@-ordinated with other
quantifying expressions within an amount. In such cases we have to
recognize the presence of a quantity group (or, if it is appropriate, a
nominal group) -EVEN WHEN THE QUANTIFYING EXPRESSIONSCONSIST OF
SINGLE ITEMS. This is because the second (or third, etc.) co-ordinated item
and itslinker form a two-element unit. So iiround five (hundred) or
six_hundredeople were therghe wordgive (hundred) or six hundreate
theamount - which consists of two co-ordinated nominal groups - with
aroundas theadjustor.

(h) The third major function of the quantity group is to fitlagree tempererin a

(i)

quality group (6% of quantity groups). Examples aneuch morenteresting
andfar too clever for him

The fourth major function of the quantity group is to fill tadjustor of
anotherquantity group (1% of quantity groups). Since quantity groups can

fill many different elements, as we have seen, this can occur when the higher of
the two quantity groups fills any one of them. Here are examples when it fills
each of aguantifying determiner, an Adjunct, a degree temperer and
anadjustor:

(i) Atad of a qtgp at quantifying determiner. quite a fewnore people
andwell over fifty people

* When the amount is eardinal number, a quantity group is often
found in this position, as ialmost exactlyfifty books,a little over
twenty-one yeardqa)round abouttwo thousand five hundred shesm
somewhere around dozen staffOther typical items includgust about/
under/ overfifty people just below/ abovefifty degrees centigracigvell
/ considerably/ a lot / somewherd just over/ underfive thousand ants
The analysis of a typical example is shown in the adjustor in (13) in
Figure 14.
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» With some types ofompared quantitiestoo a quantity group can be
embedded in the adjustor, asabout fiftymore / fewer bottles.The
analysis is as for the adjustor in (13) in Figure 14, except that the amount
is directly expounded by the itemore (instead of being filled by the
nominal grougwo hundrejl.

» A compared quantity may be filled by a nominal group wittealat its
head, as irbhe hadh great / good deal lesvoney than he thought.

(i) At ad of a qtgp at A (He now loves henery muchmore than before.

(i) At ad of a qtgp att: Sh isvery muchmore popular
(iv) At ad of a qtgp atad: (He owes herguite a bitover fifty pounds

* With some types ofmeasure quantities a quantity group can
embedded in the adjustor, as anlittle under two spoonfuls of the
medicineetc. The analysis of a typical example is shown in the adjustor
of (14) in Figure 14.

Clearly, as Figure 14 shows, there can be the internal complexity of embedded
units atsoTH theadjustor AND theamount of a quantity group.

The quantity group is used for the comparatively rare occasions when there is
structure within apreposition. This is the first of three cases in which the
meaning of ‘quantity’ is interpreted broadly. This enables us to use this unit to
deal with these problems of analysis - and so to avoid introducing further units
and their elements.

» Typical examples of adjustors that are used witice prepositions are the
underlined parts of the followingust behindthe housea little to the right
of it, immediately in front oit, andfive miles fromYork. Notice that in
the last case the adjustor is filled by the nominal gfougomiles.

 Typical examples of adjustors that are used with tihee position
prepositiondeforeandafter are the underlined parts of the followirjgst
after the visit,a little after the visit, immediately aftethe visit and five
weeks aftethe visit Notice that in the last case the adjustor is filled by the
nominal groudive weeks.

* A more complex type of filling - again with a preposition that expresses
place - occurs ifar / further (away) from Here the item(skvay) from,
which would otherwise be treated as a simple preposition, constitute the
amount, and the itenfar or further is the adjustor. So in She lives
further out of / (away) from London than I,dbe itemfurther ... than | do
is adiscontinuousadjustor to the amoumiut of or (away) from and it
too consists of a qtgp. So matters can become quite complicated!

»  Other examples includgght in the corner,right into the holea little / long
way intothe roomegtc.

Note that the ideas explained in Note 5 apply here too. In other words, when a
preposition contains only one item - including cases where there is more than
one orthographic word, such aat of andin spite of- that item is seen as

directly expounding the preposition. But when there is more than one item the
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unit of the quantity group should be invoked to handle the structure, as in (15)
in Figure 16.

p cv B S M C
qtgp qtgp

ad/\am ad/\am
ANVAN P QAN

(15) just before thevisit (16) immediately before he visited

Figure 16: Quantity groups filling a preposition and a Binder

The same principles apply when tBander in a clause contains structure, as is
shown in (16) in Figure 16.

(K) A semantically related set of quantity groups occur in cases when this unit fills a

()

frequent type ofAdjunct - the type that expresses the meaning of ‘time
position’. Examples includd:visited herfive weeks latef somewhat earlief

just afterwardd a little beforehand To analyze such structures we borrow the
quality group (which would be used in any caseefotier andlaterin examples

such asa much earlier / later train  Given this guidance, the analyses of these
examples will be clear. The iterhwo weeks, somewhat, justda little are all
temperers, and while in some cases they are items that directly expound it in
others they are units that have their own internal structure.

Now consider the question of ‘adjusting’ the types of ‘quantity’ that are
expressed in thiractionative determiner. Just as we can say of a cardinal
number in a quantifying determiner that iteisactly / roughly / abougtcfifty,

so too we can say of a fraction that iekactly / roughly / abouttca fiftieth /
point nought fiveetc.

(m)The concept of ‘quantity’ is very occasionally extended from the cardinal

numbers in the quantifying determiner to the ordinal numbers that are found in
the ordinative determiner (as described in Section 6.) Thus we cantsay
finished about twelfth out of two hundreds with all the other cases described
above, the analysis of such examples involves placing the quality group (of
whichtwelfth is the apex andut of two hundrethe finisher) as the amount of
the quantity group.

(n) By a further extension - this time via the concept of ‘unique identification’ that

links the ordinative determiner with tlmiperlative determiner - it is also
possible to say things likéle is (just) about the best in the worldThe
representation in diagram form should be clear,the.best in the worlags a
glgp that fills the amount of a quantity group.

Problem to watch out for. Some items such agry, muchandrather are used regularly
as EITHER the degree temperer of a quality graoR the adjustor of a quantity group. Such
problems are bound to arise when we take a functional approach to language, i.e. when we
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give priority toFUNCTION overFORM This ‘syntactic ambiguity’ occurs, as we saw in Note

1, because degree temperers express the ‘quantity’ of a ‘quality’ - and one of the ways in which
an ‘amount’ can be ‘adjusted’ is similarly to express the ‘quantity’ of it. But not all such
items can serve as both degree temperer and adjustor with equal likelihoogi(e.many

occurs regularly, bugirly manyis very improbable).

(o) Expressions of quantity can occur aS@mplement - and even sometimes as

a Subject These tend to be nominal groups, a¥he baby weighegeven
pounds But because any such expression can be ‘adjusted’, it is always
possible to find a quantity group instead, aghe baby weighedver seven
pounds. Occasionally a simple gtgp fills a Complement - or even a Subject - as
in The baby didn't weiglrery muchand After five o’clockwill be too late.

Thus clock time, dates, periods of time suchfiae hours etc. can all be
preceded byoughlyetc. - and so become the amounts of a quantity group.

(p) We return now to theompared quantity meaning, in order to look more
closely at thequantity group finisher (qtf) .

(i) This element may be required when tamount is a meaning that
expresses ‘compared quantity’ - depending on whether the comparison is
explicit or implicit. In Ophelia loved Hamletore the answer to the
question ‘More than what?’ is left implicit, but @phelia loved Hamlet
more than Hamlet loved Opheliae comparison is made explicit.

(i) Theqtf finishes a meaning that begins in #mount, rather than in the
adjustor, as can be seen in (17) - the Adjunct of which is analyzed in
Figure 11. (In a full analysis the clause embedded in the qtf would of
course be analyzed too.)

(17) Ophelia loved Hamlet rather more than Hamlet loved Ophelia.

Here the quantity group fills aAdjunct, and such examples provide the
simplest type of analysis.

A
qigp

amtf
AW

(17) rather more than Hamlet loved Ophe

Figure 11: the analysis of a full quantity group that fills an Adjunct

(i) However, if the quantity group fills guantifying determiner, it is a
discontinuousunit. Consider the case of the underlined quantity group
in (18):

(18) She had eateather morececreanthan she wanted

Here the head of the nominal group interrupts the quantity group that fills
its quantifying determiner, the analysis being as in Figure 17.
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(18) rather more icecream than she want

Figure 17:
A discontinuous quantity group finisher that completes the amount element

(iv) We have to go one step further in analyzing an example sutle aad
almost as much food as he needétkre we treadlmost asas the adjustor
of much with almostas the adjustor o&s in a quantity group that is
embedded within another qualtity group. Thalsost asis a quantityu
group that is the equivalent of the iteatherin Figure 17.

(9) Unlike the other groups, the quantity group does not enter into the relationship
of co-ordination. Examples such &ome or all of us will be thedo occur,
but Some and all of us will be there soured$remely improbable. In fact it is
always natural to analyze such examples as consisting otdamrdinated
nominal groups, i.e. asSome[of ug or all of us will be there. (Here the
square brackets represent ellipsis.) And the same analysis géghéorsome
or all of us will be there.

() A gtgp may also have - though normally much less frequently than the other
classes of group any or all of the following: (i)séarter (st) and, more
frequently, anender (e) and (ii) aninferer (i) (e.g.onlyin Only five of
them survivep- as described in the relevant notes for the ngp (see Notes 17 and
18 of Section 4). But it will not have a linker (see Note 20 above).

Analysis

In analyzing a qgtgp, the first element to identify is the item that is aarmeunt
(am) of the group. In 1 above it is a ‘quantifier’ (engich), and it answers the
guestion ‘What quantity (of the thing or quality or quantity or situation)?’.

The best strategy is to look for the elements in the following order:

1 theamount (am) (obligatory; the main information as to the ‘quantity’),
2 theadjustor (ad) (usually present; an item or ngp, qtgp or, occasionally,

algp),
3 the quantity group finisher (qtf) (if any), which finishes a

‘comparison’ meaning begun in the am or sometimes the ad,
4 thestarter, inferer, andender (if any).

Filling Quantity groups may fill the following:

1 in the clause: occasionally A (Adjuncts expressing ‘degree’ and a few types
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of ‘time position’) and B (e.gsoon aftey and very rarely S or GHe baby
weighed about seven pounds / about seven pounds was what it Wweighed

2 inthe ngp: quite often qd (e.gvery many people about twentycars);
occasionally fd (e.goughly a fifthof them and very occasionally od (e.g.
approximately the fiftietipersor) or sd (e.gabout the most importamhan]
know).

3 in the pgp: occasionally p (emght into the hole far / further (away) from
Londor) and very occasionally tp, asright up on the mountain.

4 in the glgp: occasionally dt (eagreat deal morenteresting,far toorich),
almost assilly.

5 in the qtgp: occasionally ad (evgry muchmore satisfactory

8 The genitive cluster and the various classes of ‘name’ clusters

Clusters are unlike groups in that they can only fill elements of group structure -
and this is practically always an element of the nominal group. They are best
thought of as specialist units which enable the nominal group to express various
types of semantic richness which would otherwise be inexpressible. There are the
various classes of cluster.

8.1 The genitive cluster (gencilr)

This consists of three basic elements. There is one obligatory element, the
possessofpo); another that is almost always present,géaitive element (g);
and a third that is occasionally present,@lener element (0).

(a) The possessor (po)s nearly always filled by a ngp, as ike’'s, andthe
governmens. Very occasionally it is filled by a clause, asvinoever said
that's great mistake was in opening his mouth.

(b) The po may be filled by more than one ngp, aminbrother and his wifes
Notice that the meaning of ‘possession’ expressed ingthefers to both
referents, and that the wordsy brother and his wifare functioning as two co-
ordinated nominal groups, exactly as they would be if they were filling S.
(Thus in English there is no question, as there is in Latin, of a noun ‘having a
genitive ending’.)

(c) An unusual fact about this unit is that tenitive element(g) is expounded
by a morpheme which cannot function on its own (i.e. a ‘bound’ morpheme).
It is always § (or occasionally just, ‘as inthe Jones’) But despite its small
physical presence it serves a function that is equivalent to a preposition, by
showing the relationship of ‘possession’. Compheedog’s back legandthe
back legs of the dog.

(d) Occasionally there is an optionaivner element (0), as ithe family’s own
booksandlvy’s very owrdiary. Note (a) thabwn cannot occur unless there is
a possessor and (b) that it must occur immediately after g. It is thus dependent
on the presence of po, so is a part of this unit and thenefarea modifier (as
has sometimes been thought).

(e) In cases such amy ownway, it is necessary to introduce a genclr to fill dd; the

86



item my carries the meanings associated with both po and g. It can be treated
simply as a po, so the structurenoy ownis po o.

() Sometimes the genclr is introduced biirsker (&) . It is typicallyandor or
but may occasionally be something else, suchoa®r rather than The items
both, eitherandneither are also & when they introduce the first of two (and
occasionally more) co-ordinated units.

Filling: usually dd but sometimedh in angp, and very occasionally (with a
‘truncated’ ngp without determiners at po)ratas inanolder girl's bike Here the
sense is ‘a bike suitable for an older girl’, not ‘a bike belonging to some older girl".
So theanin the example belongs to the matrix ngp, and there is no determiner in the
embedded ngp. It can also fill the other typedefictic that occurs in a quality
group, i.e. theld, as inmy mother’'sbest (friend)

8.2 The human proper name cluster (hpnclr)

This unit always (and only) fills the head of a ngp. It consists of the following
elements:

tl =first title e.g. Mr, Mrs, Ms, Dr, Professor,

t2 =second title e.g. Sir, Dame; Lord, Lady, Baroness
f1 =first forename e.g. Michael, Judi

f2 =second forename  e.g. Alexander

f3  =third forename e.g. Kirkwood,

nn =nickname e.g. Mike, Fatso

fn  =family name e.g. Halliday, Dench, Mattingly-Kiljoy

honl, hon2, etc

= first, second, etc. honours e.g. CBE, DSO with bar
quall, qual2, etc

=first, second, etc qualificatioagy. MA (Oxon), PhD (London)

No single element is obligatory, but some are dependent on othersSie.g.
Michael, Professor Halliday

Examples

Ivy has the structurel

Dr Ivy Idle has the structurél f1 fn

Professor Sir Bernard Mattingly-Kiljoy, OBE, VC, MA (Oxon), PhD (York)
has the structure: t1 t2 f1 sn honl hon2 quall qual2.

Filling: always and onli in angp.

8.3 The address cluster (adclr)
This unit always (and only) fills the head of a ngp.

Since there is a large overlap between the requirements of ‘home’ and ‘work’
addresses (e.g. the use of ‘house’ in the address), we use one unified potential
structure which is, in effect, an amalgamation of two potential structures which
have come to be intermingled. This broad approach enables us to handle most types
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addresse$!
It consists of the following elements:

adclr = address cluster

& = linker

fl = flat

sdep = sub-department (in organization such as company or university, etc)
dep = department (in organization such as company or university, etc)

org = organization (company or university, etc)

hona = house name
hono = house number

rd = road

offrd = off road

ha = hamlet or sub-suburb
Vi = village or suburb

pob = Post Office Box number
to = town

co = county

pc = post code

st = state

i1 -i14 = first to fourteenth information unit boundaries.
E = Ender

Examples:

Select from the following to make a complete ‘home’ or ‘work’ address:

fl isFlat 1,

sdep ighe Computational Linguistics Unit
dep isThe Department of Physics
org isThe University of Wales
hona isThe Maltings

hono isl2g

rd isThe Avenug

offrd isoff The Close

ha isCregrina

vi isRiverside Hundred House
pob isP.O.Box 1

to isCardiff,

co isSouth Glamorgan

pc isCF1 9BH

st isGreat Britain / UK

Filling : as the head of a ngp, wherevengp occurs (but most frequently as the
cv of apgp).

17. Thiese proposals are based on limited research, and will probably need to be expanded.
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8.4 The date cluster

The following structure has the advantage of having all of its elements in one unit,

and so avoiding embedding. The sequence of elements reflects the British English
sequence of ‘'month day + month’, and to model the American English sequence of
‘month + month day’ the order would simply be changed.

dtclr = date cluster

& = linker

wd = week day

i1 =first information boundary marker (realized in either intonation or
punctuation)

md = month day

i2 = second information boundary marker

vmd = month day selector

mnth = month

in = in-element

th = the-element

se = season

vse = season selector

yr = year

E = Ender

Examples:

Monday, the seventh of February, nineteen ninety-nine

has the structure:

Monday [wd] , [ i1] the seventh [md] of [vmd] February [mnth] , [i2] nineteen
ninety-nine [yr]

Filling : wherever a ngp occurs, as its head, but most frequently as/toé a
Pap.

8.5 The telephone number cluster

telclr = telephone number cluster

st = starter

int = international dialling number - e.g. 00 (from UK)

i1-4 =first, etc information unit boundary marker (expounded in intonation by
a rising Tone and by a comma in punctuation)

nat = national number - e.g.46

arna = area code name - e.g. Cardiff

ob = opening bracket - i.e. (

arno  =area code number - e.g. 29 if international to UK, 029 if internal to UK

cb = closing bracket - i.e.)

loc = local number

NB in spoken mode, this has an internal structure, realized
intonationally, e.g. || 2084 | 2016 ||
ext = extension, i.e.ext
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E = Ender

If we are concerned with the spoken form of the number, there are a number of
internal structures within the local number, to account for the alternative groupings
of digits. But here we shall simply treat the local number as a single unit.

Examples:

written: (From Germany my number is) @iat] 44 [nat] 290 [arno] 874000([loc]
ext 5309ext].

spoken:(Call me back on) oh two nirffarno], [i1] two oh eight seveni2] four
two nine thredloc].

Filling : wherever a ngp occurs, as head.

9 The nominal group revisited: multiple embedding

In the light of the descriptions of units that we have covered since Section 4, let me
try to summarize the implications for the internal structure of nominal groups.

9.1 What makes nominal groups structurally complex?

While nominal groups - unlike clauses - have very little variation in the position in
sequence of their elements, they can still be very complex. The complexity may lie
in either (a) the number of elements of structure, or (b) the embedding of units
within the nominal group - or, quite often, in both.

In Figure 1 in Section 4 we saw how complexity can arise within the ngp through
having determiners that are filled by ngps (thetrospective partitive,
fractionative and quantifying determiners, as well as thgpic determiner).

Then in Figure 5 in Section 4 we saw that these could be embedded within each
other. Now, in Figure 18 below, | summarize some the main ways in which
other units than the nominal groupcan be embedded within a ngp. (Two of
these, however, have elements that are in turn filled by a ngp.) In this example a
unit fills every element that is shown except the head (h) - and, of course, the
selectors (v). On the other hand, Figure 18 leaves out the complexity that may
result from having a clause in the qualifier, or the various units that may fill
modifiers - which may - again - be clauses or ngps.
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about ten more of the most expensive of my suppller s amazingly sweet apricots from T

Figure 18: Some units other than nominal groups embedded in a nominal group

Notice that, in the above example, only two elements are filled by a ngp: po and cv.
But we saw in Section 4 that ngps may also fill several other elements, many of
which may occur at one point or another in a complex ngp such as that above, so
that the potential forecursion in the nominal group is enormous.

9.2 What limits syntactic complexity?

The same principles apply to the clause, but to an even greater extent. Wherever a
clause appears in a structure, the full complexity of syntax described in these
Guidelinesmay, in principle, occur. But, luckily for the human analyst of texts, the
memory of the producers of texts is quite limited, so thake ARE SELDOM MORE

THAN SEVEN ELEMENTS IN A UNIT AND SELDOM A DEPTH OF UNITS GREATER THAN ‘THE

MAGICAL NUMBER SEVEN. This coincides with the fact that the depth of a structure is
seldom more than what can be fitted onto a piece of A4 paper or US letter or legal
size, laid on its side.

10 Quoted text
1 Atypical quoted text is (19):
(19) Fred said "I love you."

2 Quoted text starts the analysis off again at the top of the structure - indeed,
higher thare. But since a quotation may consist of more than one sentence (
the analysis of a sentence containing quoted text involves, in principle,
analyzingTHE STRUCTUREOF THE DISCOURSEOF THE TEXT. Thus a whole text may
occur inside a sentence, as in (20):

(20) Then he burst out "I love you. | really do! But | can’t marry you,
because I'm married already, and my wife would never give me a
divorce.”

In principle we should at this point introduce a ‘grammar of discourse
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structure’. This is because any set of quoted sentences is not simply a string of
sentences; it is all or part olaovein discourse.

However, the study of the structure of discourse is beyond the scope of this
handbook, and here we shall simply:

(1) indicate clearly that a quoted text is involved and

(2) represent its elements by a ‘placeholder model of
discourse in which a text is represented as consisting of a
string of sentences.

I must emphasize that this is a seriously inaccurate model of discourse structure.
It is about as misleading as the view that a sentence consists directly of a string
of words. However ,if we restrict its use to expliciyoTep Text (and so
typically to quoted text that is embedded in a sentence), this simple model will
be adequate for our present purposes. This is because examples such as (20)
with more than one sentence are very unusual in naturally occurring texts.
(However, if you are familiar with a good model of discourse structure, you can
introduce it at this point.)

Here, then, | shall simply show the structure of such examples as a series of
one or more sentences).(We need to provide for more than one sentence for
examples such as (20)n examples such as this that consist of a continuous
stretch of text, the analysis is quite straightforward, and it is a simple matter to
insert theopening quotation marks (OQ)andclosing quotation marks

(CQ), as in Figure 19.

Figure 19: the representation of text (‘direct speech’)

. Texts typically occur at C, so when they do we show the element C as filled by
the unit“text” (where the quotation marks that precede and follow the word
“text” are a further reminder of the ‘quoted’ status of this class of unit). The text
has as its elements a stringssf- each of which may be filled by a clause, as
already accounted for. Notice that the alternation in the tree structure between
unit andelementthat we have found throughout the structure of the sentence
is found here too.

In practice, short extracts of quoted text - typicalgGMENTSOF TEXT that are
far shorter than a clause GAN OCCUR ANYWHERE IN SENTENCE STRUCTURE
Consider Example (21):
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(21) lke: Don't be such a bloody fool!
Fred: Don’t you call me "a bloody fool"!

Here, Fred’'s “a bloody fool” is a direct quotation from lke, so that it is a
fragment of lke’s text. We show this in the following way. It is@minal

group that fills aC in a clausethat is the only one in aentence that
sentence being the only one int@xt that fills thesecond Cin the clause
whose M iscall. That may at first seem unnecessarily complicated as an
expansion of a simple quoted nominal group, but because people often use
several elements of a clause when they quote a fragment of what someone else
has said or thought, we frequently have to provide much of the structure of the
original clause. There is no reason to ignore the clause structure in those cases
where there happens to be just one clause element. In this case we know the
clause element i€. If any element is unknown, simply write

8 However, we shall frequently find cases of discontinuity in the text - and very
often these also involve discontinuity in the clause, as in Example (20a) in
Figure 20.

2 2
Cl Cl
S M C S ME C
"text" “text"
/I\ — /%
0oQ 2 CQ 0OQ1 CQ1 0Q2x CQ2
Cl Cl
//\ I - ”7|
S OM C S O/MC
ngp
|
h
|| | | I NANGE | B [ L |
(20) He said "That's nice! " (20a)" That , " he said, " is nice!

Figure 20: The representation of simple and discontinuous text (‘direct speech’)
with only ‘quoting’ punctuation

Note that this discontinuity leads to the need to introduce an additional pair of
guotation marks (OQ1 and 2 and CQ1 and 2). The analysis of Example (20) in
Figure 20 sets the general framework in which examples such as (20a) have to fit
also, and it follows logically from the analysis of Example (20). The unusual thing
about (20a) in Figure 20 is that nothing appears between the quotation marks at the
layer of structure at which they are shown. However, the diagram shows clearly
that the rest of the clause that fills the sentence between the first pair of quotation
marks - and through that the rest of the sentence itself - does occur between the
second pair.
9 So far, however, we have not shown any punctuation other than the ‘quoting’
punctuation, and if we add that, as is done in Figure 21, the picture becomes a
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little more complex. Notice that the Opening and Closing Quotation marks for
each quoted segment are still seen as elements of the “text”, but the comma that
is introduced in (20a) in Figure 21 aff€hatis introduced as an ender of the

unit that has been separated from the rest of the clause.

> >
Cl Cl
S M C S ME C
"text" "text"
/I\ —— /%
0oQ > CQ 0Q1 CQ1 0Q2x CQ2
Cl Cl
/I\ N ”7’\
S OM C H S OMC E
ngp
N
h e
|| 1 1 o A U L L L 1
(20) He said "That's nice! " (20a)" That , " he said, " is nice!

Figure 21: The representation of simple and discontinuous text (‘direct speech’)
with full punctuation

10 Note that if a colon had followeshid in Example (20), it would be shown as a
part of the OQ as “: OQ”. This may at first seem surprising, but notice the
following facts: (1) no other element can occur between the colon and “OQ”; (2)
there is an implicit colon (*:” at the beginning of all quoted texts that foe
said, He thoughtetc); and (3) a similar phenomenon where two potentially
independent items are treated as a single item occurs at other points in the
grammar, when we treaind, thenand and thenall as Linkers, oout ofas a
single preposition (here, by analogy wirtio).

11 Sometimes, when a conversation is reported in direct quotation marks, the
writer does not make the reporting clause explicit in every case. The occasional
presence okhe saidandhe replied etc. are considered to give the reader
sufficient guidance. When direct quoation markes appaanout their
accompanyingshe saigetc, you should simply treat such cases as having an
ellipted reporting Process and Subject. In other words, they are marked as
directly quoted texts, an&X said - or occasionallyX though - is always
recoverable.

12 Finally, note the possibility that quoted text may occasionally occur inside
quoted text. You will find that the descriptive apparatus introduced here is able
to handle this.

Filling: a “text” typically fills a C in a clause, occasionally a S, and sporadically
any other element, as described above.
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11 Formulas

Some parts of language have become fixed as formulas, so that it is misleading to
analyse them internally. Examples are greetings sudtelis, Good afternoon
etc.

An problem arises when a formula is used in close conjunction with a stretch of
language whose syntax clearly should be analyzed. Typically this occurs in a
clause. In such cases we show this as expounding a Formulaic Element (F) into the
clause, as ifhanks very mucfF] for being a good frienfA].

12 A note on discontinuity

All units other than clauses always occur inside other units. As a general principle,
once we have begun on the production (and so understanding) of such a unit, we
prefer to finish it, before introducing the next element of the unit above.

Sometimes, however, one of these lower units may be broken in two, and an
element of it may appear in a structure with one or more elements of a higher unit
interrupting it. This occurs most frequently with prepositional and quality groups,
but it also occurs with with nominal groups and quantity groups. In such cases the
units arediscontinuous

In some cases the reason for the discontinuity ishitenatization in the matrix
clauseof an element of a lower unit. In other cases the reasons are the ‘Get the
pivotal element in soon' and the ‘End weight’ principles, as discussed in Chapter
22. The first two examples are of the ‘thematization’ type.

12.1 Discontinuity in a prepositional group

ConsiderWho were you seen byPlere, aprepositional group whose p iy

and whose cv iwho appears in the unusual sequence of cv .... p. To analyse such
cases, first place the pgp in its usual place, i.e. filling the C at the end of the clause.
Then place the thematized ©w THE LEFT OF THE ELEMENTS OF THE CLAUSE (not to the

left of the cv). This is to show that it occupieplace in the higher unit (i.e. the
clause). FlInally. show that it is nonetheless stilledement of the pgp, by
drawing a line like that shown in Figure 22. The analysis is as in Figure 22:
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Who were you seen b

Figure 22: An element of a prepositional group at a place in a higher clause

We need to make an exactly similar analysis of the case where there is a
relative clause at q in a ngpsuch aghe man who | was seen.byrhe main
difference is that in this case the clause is embedded inside a ngp, while that in
Figure 22 is a free-standing clause.

12.2 Discontinuity in a clause

In both of those cases the discontinuity was in a pgp. The same motivation and the
same general principle of analysis applies in cases where the discontinuity is in a
clause as in cases sometimes described as ‘raising’, sudhasdid you say she
saw? Here the itenwhois the Complement of the embedded clause, as Figure 23
shows:

z
Cl

/N

2331 33 100 120
C|O S M C
p

ng| ngp Cl
| | 7\
h h S M
ngp
|
h

Who did you _say she saw
Figure 23: An element of a clause at a place in a higher clause

See Chapter 23 for a fuller discussion of this and a number of similar constructions.

Another type of discontinuity in the clause occurs when there is direct quoted
speech (or occasionally thought) speech. Figures 16 and 17 in show how to analyze
examples such d$vy,” he said, "is nice!”
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12.3 Discontinuity in a quality group

Another reason for introducing discontinuity is the desire, in a nominal group, to
reach the element that typically has the most important information - i.e. the head -
as soon as possible. Following this principle, we normally only tolerate short
structures imuality groups that fill modifiers. Consider the ngp {iShe is)a

more important person around here than he ishas the structurgd m h - and

the m is filled by the discontinuous glgpore important .... around here than he is

(dt a s f). In other words, the sco®und hereand the finishethan he iscomes

AFTER the ngp’s head. See the analysis of this example in Section 6 above, on the
quality group.

That section also shows how to analyse the rather different type of discontinuity that
can arise in the glgp whesois used, as inso clever (a girl) that ...

12.4 Discontinuity in the quantity group

A similar type of discontinuity occurs in thguantity group, in cases such as
such (a fool) that we can’t appoint hinHere the gtgp fills an inferer in a ngp, and
Section 4 includes the analysis of this example.

A second - and more frequent - type occurs at the quantifying determiner of a
nominal group, as imather more (icecream) that she wanteHererather more ...

than she wanteds all a quantity group that fills the quantifying determiner of the
nominal group of whiclicecreamis the head. The analysis is given in Section 7.

12.5 Discontinuity in a quantity group within a quality group

A partricularly complex case arises in examples sucBhes was so much more
skillful han lan that they gave her the jobleremore(the am of a gtgp at t) predicts
as its fithan | am andso (an adjustor in the qtgpo much which is itself at the ad
of the gtgpso much monepredicts the gtthat they gave her the jobThe final
clause at qgtf is separated by four elements from the

amount that it ‘finishes’.
12.6 Discontinuity in the nominal group

We have been considering several types of discontinuity that occur invurits
the nominal group. But there are two types that occur directly in the ngp.

The first is when a qualifier becomes detached from the rest of the nominal group,
as inThe time came when we had to leatAerewhen we had to leavgualifies the
headime.

The second type occurs when theantifying determiners all, both or each
occur in a ngp that fills &ubject - but when the gd follows the head, and is
separated from the rest of the ngp by tBperator in the clause. A typical
example isThe boyshaveboth seen itfwhere the meaning is close to thatBufth

(of) the boyshave seen )t Following the pattern set above, the gd should be
shown as a discontinuous element of the ngp at S.
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12.7 The role of the concept of ‘place’ in a unit

In the computer implementation ofsanerATIVE Systemic functional grammar which

has been developed in parallel with the framework for syntax analysis presented
here, elements occur at numbereghlacesin a unit. So far, in thisrext-
DESCRIPTIVE grammar, we have been able to simplify the picture by leaving the
‘places’ out . But at this point we need to bring them in, because it is these
numbered places that enable us to say that, in for exaiiptewere you seen by?

the cvwho is locatedat a place in the clauselt is not that the cv is ‘raised’ to

the higher unit (as is suggested in a transformational approach): the cv is simply
placed there at the time when the structure is generated. See Fawcett 2000 for the
concept of ‘place’ in the theory of syntax assumed here - and for all of the ther
concepts.

RPF, 16.1.92, revised several times since then, most recently 7.11.03

References

Coulthard M., and Montgomery, M., (eds.) 1983tudies in Discourse Analysis.
London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

Fawcett, R., 2000.A Theory of Syntax for Systemic Functional Linguistics.
Current Issues in Linguistic Theory 206. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Fawcett, R.P., and Davies, B.D., 1992a. ‘Monologue as a turn in dialogue:
towards an integration of exchange structure and rhetorical structure theory’. In
Dale, R., Hovy, E.H., Roesner, D., and Stock, O., (eds.) 1A9&cts of
Automated Natural Language GeneratioBerlin: Springer, pp. 151-66.

Fawcett, R.P., van der Mije, A., and van Wissen, C., 1988. "Towards a systemic
flowchart model for local discourse structure'. In Fawcett, R.P., and Young, D.J.,
(eds.) 1988, New Developments in Systemic Linguistics, Vol 2: Theory and
Application,London: Pinter, pp. 116-43.

Lin, Y.Q., and Fawcett, R.P., 1996. ‘Implementing an Integration of the
Systemic Flowchart Model of Dialogue and Rhetorical Structure Theory'. In Scott,
D. (ed), Proceedings of the Eighth International Workshop on Natural Language
Generation Vol 2, pp. 41-44. Association for Computational Linguistics, available
from ITRI, Brighton University, Brighton, UK.

Mann, W.C., and Thompson, S.A., 1987. ‘Rhetorical structure theory’. In
Polyani, L., (ed.PDiscourse structure Norwood, N.J., Ablex.

Sinclair, J.McH., and Coulthard, R.M., 197bowards an Analysis of Discourse:
the English Used by Teachers and Pupilendon: Oxford University Press.

Tucker, G.H., 1998.The Lexicogrammar of Adjectives: a Systemic Functional
Approach to LexisLondon: Cassell Academic.

98



Endnotes

a. Drawing clear diagrams of the structure of text-sentences is not an unnecessary chore - nor is it
a self-indulgent luxury. The forms of representation used in a theory are so important to the
understanding of that theory that they should be regarded as an integral part of it. As | wrote in
Chapter 2, | take the view that, in any semiotic systto and meaning are mutually
dependent. It follows that the diagrammatic representation of the functional syntax of a sentence is
a form whose meaning is a theory of syntax. So the form of a tree diagram is as important as its
meaning.

b. Many grammarians follow traditional grammar in recognizing the two word classes of
‘preposition’ and ‘subordinating conjunction’. Here we focus on the function of the items, and
those that introduce clauses are termed Binders, while those that introduce nominal groups are
prepositions. Downing and Locke (1992:294), who typically use functional criteria, defer to the
‘word class’ tradition at this point in their grammar, reflecting essentially the position in Quirk et
al. 1985:660. They recognize a category of ‘conjunctive prepositions’ which function as what we
term Binders, while Quirk et al simply assert that e.g. inby reading the labelis a preposition.

One factor in this decision (for both sets of authors) is likely to have been the fact that this set of
items includes quite a few items that can also function as prepositions. But so does the generally
recognized class of Binders (e.g. before, after, since and until). If we give precedence to functional
criteria, as we should in a functional grammar, we shall treat all of the items that introduce clauses
as Binders, irrespective of what other functions they same item may also have. In support of this
position, notice that, in the one clear case where there is both a Binder and a preposition with a
similar meaning, it is the Binder that is used in partial (‘non-finite’) clauses - i.e. Wé&/Isi&y

reading that book, .rather than Buring reading that book, ...

c. Intraditional grammar, a Linker is termed a ‘co-ordinating conjunction’. The one exception to
the generalization that the Linker is always first in the clause occurs in examples such as | neither
like it nor do | dislike it in which the ‘intensifying’ Linker in the first clause occurs in a ‘medial’
position, perhaps influenced by the fact that the Negator occurs there. See f Fawcett (in
preparation) for a discussion of the treatment of this example and ellipted alternatives, lsuch as
neither like nor dislike it.

d. For a description of English intonation that complements the description of the rest of
lexicogrammar given here very closely, see Tench’s excellent introductory text The Intonation
Systems of Englisfil996). For my proposals for this area in a fully integrated generative
grammar, which are based on Tench’s proposals, see Fawcett (1990).

e. One might object that, although this approach may work well in the written mode of
language, there are likely to be problems in transferring the principle to the equivalent realizations
in the spoken mode. The question arises because, in speetbntbesyllable that carries the
information that arintonation unit is about to be interrupted bysaibsidiary intonation

unit (typically expressing this with a rising tone) falls OfE LAST LEXICAL ITEM OF THE

FIRST PORTION OF THE INTERRUPTED INTONATION UNIT. The BOUNDARY between the
interrupted unit and the start of the embedded unit is marked by the Starter of the embedded unit,
this being expounded, in the notation of the generative grammar on which this descriptive grammar
is based by ‘|'. But the tonic signalling ‘interrupted information unit’ (typically by a rising tone)
in fact clearly fallssEFOREthe Starter. So this question arises: How can the Tonic be modelled as
part of the ‘interrupting’ unit?

The generative grammar handles this apparent problem very neatly. It introduces to the
structure of the unit the concept ofRreceding Newelement (PN), which in placed in the
structure of the interrupting unit, anomalous though it may at first seeFoREthe Starter.

The PN is expounded by the rising Tone. The problem of deciding which element the PN is
conflated with - and so which item carries the rising Tone - is exactly the same as the problem of
where to place the nuclear tonic in the main information unit when there is no contrastive newness
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- S0 in both cases a default rule applies, late in the generation process, to perform this task.

What happens in the descriptive version of the grammar? InHhmibook we are
representing intonation by punctuation, so this apparent problem does not arise - because the
comma, signifying the start of the interrupting unit, always occurs just where you would expect it,
i.e. at the start of that unit (even though it is written, by convention, as if it was part of the
previous word). But in the analysis of a text which shows the intonation directly the tonic
expressing the Previous New is often discontinuous with the rest of the structure of the
‘interrupting’ unit. However, this is not a problem, in that we already have to provide for other
types of discontinuity (see Section 12), and essentially the same representation can be used here.

f. This section is based closely on Gordon Tuck@itge Lexicogrammar of Adjectives: a
Systemic Functional Approach to Leii®ndon: Cassell Academic, 1998).

g. Interestingly, it sounds a little odd to hawveryin the glgp when there is an ordinary temperer,

as in ?the very most significant of all This suggests that we have a sense vbay is
functioning here as an ordinary degree temperer - which it clearly is not, because the meaning for
which it would be required is already expressed in the apex.

h. This element has only been recognized as a distinct element relatively recently, and there may
be more types.

i. However, this misses out on certain generalizations that can be made about the internal
structure of this unit. Here it is considered simple to work with a single layer of structure.

j-  The best framework for describing interactive texts such as conversation, interviews, service
inquiries, etc is the framework developed initially for classroom discourse and then generalized
beyond that, as described in Sinclair and Coulthard (1975) and Coulthard and Montgomery (1981).
With colleagues, | have extended that framework so that it is capable of describing the structure of
all types of interactive discourse (Fawcett et al 1988). The best framework for analyzing the
internal structure of moves is found in the framework of Rhetorical Structure Theory (RST), as
developed by Mann and Thompson (1987). Fawcett and Davies (1992) and Lin and Fawcett (1996)
show how it can be integrated into the framework of exchange structure, so forming a single
descriptive framework. See Fawcett (forthcoming xxx) for a brief introduction to such a
framework.
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