A PICTURE OF ORAL HEALTH IN WALES
Survey of 5 year olds 2005/06
Average number of decayed teeth
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The chart and map show the average number of decayed teeth (dt) for five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06.  The average dt for Wales was 1.70 (95% LCI 1.64; 95% UCI 1.76).  Blaenau Gwent experienced the highest average decayed teeth (dt=2.94), followed by Torfaen, Merthyr Tydfil and Neath and Port Talbot who recorded significantly higher levels compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Conwy experienced the lowest average decayed teeth (dt=1.16), a further ten LHBs experienced significantly lower average decayed teeth when compared with Wales as a whole.
Percentage children with decayed teeth
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The chart and map show the percentage of five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06 with one or more decayed teeth (%dt>0).  The percentage for Wales was 47.7% (95% LCI 46.7%; 95% UCI 48.6%).  Merthyr Tydfil experienced the highest levels of decayed teeth (%dt>0 = 66.9%), followed by Blaenau Gwent, Torfaen, Neath and Port Talbot and Caerphilly who recorded significantly higher levels compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Conwy experienced the lowest levels of decayed teeth (%dt>0 =35.8%) and a further six LHBs experienced significantly lower levels of dt when compared with Wales as a whole.
Average dt of those with dt
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The chart and map show the average number of decayed teeth for those with experience of decay (average dt for those with dt>0), for five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06.  The average dt of those with decay experience for Wales was 3.58 (95% LCI 3.17; 95% UCI 3.99).  Blaenau Gwent experienced the highest levels of decayed teeth amongst those with decay (dt for those with dt>0=4.40), followed by Pembrokeshire, Torfaen, Swansea and Gwynedd who recorded significantly higher levels compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Denbighshire experienced the lowest levels of decayed teeth amongst those with decay (dt for those with dt>0=2.82), whilst Ceredigion, Flintshire, Carmarthenshire and Conwy also experienced significantly lower levels of dt amongst those with decay experience when compared with Wales as a whole.
Average number of carious teeth (i.e. mean dmft)
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The chart and map show the average number of carious teeth (dmft) for five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06.  The average dmft for Wales was 2.38 (95% LCI 2.31; 95% UCI 2.45).  Blaenau Gwent experienced the highest average dmft (3.96), followed by Merthyr Tydfil, Torfaen, and Neath and Port Talbot who recorded significantly higher levels compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Conwy experienced the lowest average dmft (1.62), a further eight LHBs also experienced significantly lower average dmft when compared with Wales as a whole.
Percentage children with carious teeth (i.e. %dmft>0)

[image: image21.emf]Average dmft of those with dmft

0.00

1.00

2.00

3.00

4.00

5.00

6.00

Local Health Board


[image: image22.emf]Percentage children ever had a GA
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The chart and map show the percentage of five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06 with one or more carious teeth (%dmft>0).  The percentage for Wales was 52.8% (95% LCI 51.9%; 95% UCI 53.8%).  Merthyr Tydfil experienced the highest levels of carious teeth (%dmft>0 = 76.1%), followed by Blaenau Gwent, Torfaen, Neath and Port Talbot and Caerphilly who recorded significantly higher levels compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Conwy experienced the lowest levels of decayed teeth (%dmft>0 =41.3%) and a further seven LHBs experienced significantly lower levels of dmft when compared with Wales as a whole.
Average dmft of those with dmft
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The chart and map show the average number of carious teeth for those with caries (average dmft for those with dmft>0), for five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06.  The average dmft of those with caries for Wales was 4.51 (95% LCI 4.42; 95% UCI 4.60).  Blaenau Gwent experienced the highest levels of carious teeth amongst those with caries (dmft for those with dmft>0=5.65), followed by Merthyr Tydfil and Torfaen who recorded significantly higher levels compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Ceredigion experienced the lowest levels of carious teeth amongst those with caries (dmft for those with dmft>0=3.77), whilst Denbighshire, Conwy, Newport, and Flintshire also experienced significantly lower levels of dmft amongst those with caries experience when compared with Wales as a whole.
Care Index - (f/dmf)*100
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The chart and map show the Care Index for five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06 ((f/dmf)*100).  The Care Index expresses the proportion of the caries experience that has been treated restoratively. The care index for Wales indicates that 11% of the teeth with dentinal caries have been restored (95% LCI 10%; 95% UCI 11%).  The LHB values for the Care Index ranged from 5% in Torfaen to 15% in Cardiff.  Both Torfaen and Neath and Port Talbot recorded significantly lower levels of restoration compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Cardiff, Merthyr Tydfil and The Vale of Glamorgan experienced significantly higher levels of restoration when compared with Wales as a whole.
Treatment index (m+f)/dmf*100
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The chart and map show the Treatment Index for five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06 ((m+f/dmf)*100).  The Treatment Index expresses the proportion of the caries experience that is missing or has been filled. The treatment index for Wales indicates that 29% of the teeth with dentinal caries have been filled or are missing (95% LCI 28%; 95% UCI 29%).  The LHB values for the Treatment Index ranged from 18% in Pembrokeshire to 41% in Merthyr Tydfil.  Pembrokeshire, Torfaen, Powys, Gwynedd and Swansea recorded significantly lower treatment indices when compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Merthyr Tydfil, The Vale of Glamorgan, Denbighshire and Rhondda Cynon Taff experienced significantly higher treatment indices when compared with Wales as a whole.
Restorative index (f/(d+f)*100)
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The chart and map show the Restorative Index for five year old children surveyed in the winter of 2005/06 ((f/d+f)*100).  The Restorative Index expresses the proportion of the decayed and filled teeth that have been treated restoratively. The restorative index for Wales indicates that 13% of the teeth which are decayed or filled have been restored (95% LCI 12%; 95% UCI 13%).  The LHB values for the Restorative Index ranged from 6% in Torfaen to 20% in Merthyr Tydfil.  Torfaen, Pembrokeshire and Neath and Port Talbot recorded significantly lower levels of restoration compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Cardiff and The Vale of Glamorgan experienced significantly higher levels of restoration when compared with Wales as a whole.
Percentage children ever had a General Anaesthetic
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The chart and map show the percentage of five year old children who had ever experienced a general anaesthetic, according to their parents, who were surveyed in 2005/06.  The percentage ever having a GA for Wales was 7.6% (95% LCI 7.0%; 95% UCI 8.2%).  The percentages experiencing a GA ranged from 12.9% in Neath and Port Talbot to 4.4% in Cardiff.  Neath and Port Talbot, Merthyr Tydfil and Rhondda Cynon Taff recorded significantly higher experience of GA compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, Cardiff, Monmouthshire and Conwy experienced significantly lower experience of GA when compared with Wales as a whole.  It is important to note that this data is based on 67% (n=7166) response rate for the questionnaire sent to parents of all children originally examined (n=10660).
Percentage children who have never been to the dentist
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The chart and map show the percentage of five year old children who had never been to the dentist, according to their parents, who were surveyed in 2005/06.  The percentage children who had never been to the dentist for Wales was 7.1% (95% LCI 6.5%; 95% UCI 7.7%).  The percentages who had never been to the dentist ranged from 11.6% in Anglesey to 2.2% in the Vale of Glamorgan.  Anglesey, Pembrokeshire and Gwynedd recorded significantly higher experience of never going to the dentist compared with the Welsh average.  Conversely, the Vale of Glamorgan and Cardiff experienced significantly lower experience of never going to the dentist when compared with Wales as a whole.  It is important to note that this data is based on 67% (n=7166) response rate for the questionnaire sent to parents of all children originally examined (n=10660).
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