
Teacher and Careers Advisers' Conference
Thursday 23 May 2019

8.45am – 3pm  Main Building, Cardiff University

Designed to provide an insight into admissions at Wales' only Russell Group university and to offer 
guidance on student support from pre-application to enrolment and beyond, our conference will look at 
ways we can all do our part to help students to successfully take their next steps into Higher Education. 

www.cardiff.ac.uk/teachers

8.45am-9.15am Registration and refreshments

9.15am-9.30am Welcome with Laura Davies 
   Director of Student Recruitment and Outreach

9.30am–10.30am Ask the expert
   Join our Head of Admissions for an update on undergraduate admissions at Cardiff 

University followed by your opportunity to question our panel of representatives 
from key areas including Admissions, Student Support (Finance) and UCAS. 

10.30am–10.45am Break

10.45am–11.30am       Please select one of the following talks:

§  'Back to my Roots': Inclusive Education
§  UCAS: current market trends and advisor support (including the new Advisor Portal)

11.30am - 12.30pm  Breakout Session 1 - Supporting the Applicant 

Choice of the following sessions:
§ Raising aspirations, fulfilling potential: the outreach support available at Cardiff 

University (Widening Participation) 
§ Personal statements and reference writing 
§ SACU: The easy way to get students researching their future    

opportunities  

12.30pm – 1.30pm Complimentary lunch and information marketplace 

1.30pm – 2pm  The Cardiff Experience
   Find out what our students really think about Cardiff University and what they wish 

they'd known in sixth form when applying to Higher Education.  

2pm – 3pm        Breakout Session 2 – Supporting the Cardiff Student

Choice of the following sessions:
§ From school to university: supporting students in the transition to university 
§ Studying and applying to Medicine, Dentistry and the Healthcare Sciences 

(including advice on MMIs and NHS funding) 
§ Global Opportunities: where students can go and why it matters 

3pm   Depart 
   Be sure to remember your complimentary teacher's pack and gift before you go! 



'Back to my Roots': Inclusive Education
Led by Dr Ceri Morris, we will return to the fundamental question, 'What is education for?' Exploring the impact of recent 
educational policy on issues of social justice and 'the dilemma of difference', we will discuss barriers to learning and inclusive 
practice before considering how to support our learners to develop the skills they need as they transition from school to post-
compulsory education and work environments.

UCAS: current market trends and advisor support 
Find out more about the current application market and trends in this informative session led by UCAS. Along with a general 
update on the demographic of those applying and an insight into course choices, we will provide information on the new UCAS 
Advisor Portal and resources available to support you in your role.  

Choice of the following sessions:
Raising aspirations, fulfilling potential: the support available at Cardiff University (Widening Participation) 
This session will outline the support we offer to students from under-represented or vulnerable groups and will offer some 
ideas as to how you can make the most of university resources to help your learners fulfil their potential and engage with 
education. We run specific programmes of support for the following groups: care leavers; estranged students; young people 
with autistic spectrum disorders; students who are first in their family to attend university; asylum seekers; young people with 
caring responsibilities; students from disadvantaged areas. The programmes aim to build confidence, develop key personal 
development and transferable skills and equip students with the knowledge and understanding to make a strong application. 

A Cardiff University Guide to Writing Personal Statements and References
The personal statement and reference can be a vital part of the admissions process. Providing a personal insight into the 
applicant, the personal statement and reference can help determine an applicant's suitability for the course and contribute to 
whether or not they are successful in receiving an offer. So how can you help your students to succeed? We will look at good 
and bad examples; give you an inside view from the admission tutor's perspective and expectations; look at what extra-
curricular activities, work experience and further reading is expected and best practice, guiding you on innovative ways in 
which you can support your own students in writing their own personal statements as well as giving you tips for writing a good 
reference.

SACU: The easy way to get students researching their future opportunities
This interactive session will demonstrate how easy it is to get students started on their career/higher education research 
journey with the use of SACU's range of  research tools. From using our innovative visual careers quiz, to personalised free
degree, career and apprenticeship explore tools or playing on our latest A-Level match software, SACU can help you to help 
your students and supports the  benchmarks. SACU offers a great independent and impartial source of careers Gatbsy
information to students, parents and teachers by providing free access to a comprehensive range of opportunities in line with 
Ofsted requirements.

Choice of the following sessions:
Making the move from school to university: exploring the support available 
With more than a quarter of university applicants experiencing anxiety issues, it is more important than ever to ensure that we 
support students through the transition from school to university – a responsibility that we take seriously here at Cardiff 
University.  We have several new and existing resources and initiatives established to help students settle into university life 
and thrive at university. Our new Residence Life team are now in place to support students in their accommodation and more 
students will be allocated a trained, student mentor within their academic school through the expansion of our student 
mentor scheme. This session will encompass all of these exciting developments and provides advice and guidance on the 
support your students can expect as they make the move from school to university.

Studying and applying to Medicine, Dentistry and the Healthcare Sciences                                
(Including advice on MMIs and NHS Funding)
Medicine, Dentistry and the Healthcare Sciences are renowned for being competitive courses. With additional tests, 
interviews and work experience to consider, it is important for applicants to be prepared. To help students make a strong and 
informed application, our session will touch upon, course features, the selection process, entry requirements (including work 
experience and personal statement tips) as well as NHS funding opportunities to those who study in Wales.

Global Opportunities: where students can go and why it matters 
Studying, working or volunteering abroad as part of their university experience is a great way for your students to broaden 
their academic knowledge, immerse themselves in another culture, develop independence and gain skills that could be 
valued by employers. We have links with over 300 institutions in Europe and across the world. Join our Global Opportunities 
team to hear more about the opportunities these links present and find out more about why it matters to your students. 

Breakout Session 1 - Supporting the Applicant 

Breakout session 2 – Supporting the Cardiff Student

Please select one of the following talks:


