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THE CASE FORREGIONAL YOUTH PROFILE
CARDIFF CAPITAL REGION AND ITS FUTURE GENERATIONS

Ths& out h Pr of iah &témptrterpige @asaeenesssabout the future
generations of Cardiff Capital Regiofhe broader research project thatig a

part of looks at bringing togethethe cityregion d as an establishment of major
importancein the development of South East Waleand the6 T h e -Baivig of |
Future Ge n e r at i. ©hissinnovatve fiece of legislation represents an
extraordinary asset for Wales, marking a significdrarge of narrative towards
inscribing sustainable development at the heart of@lu b | i ¢ upoomohg e s 6
choices

In this sense, the study looks at a specific age grougersons between 16 and

246considering that t od a yettadbytleimpdrtantvi | | be the first one aff

decisions currently takenAt the same time,tialso interls to make readers

conscious that ©o6future generations® are not a distant and abstract
here and now, so the directions chosen for developing the citggion should

include theirvalues, aspirations, needs and expectatiasswell

This is not an exhaustive piece of work. Howewitre study allows a deeper

understanding of general socieconomic characteristics of the young people

living in the cityregion. Besigs the obvious constraints that arise from a

guantitativeonly analysis othersare caused bythe outdated data available(the

most recent Census wasonducted in2011, for instance) oevenits absencdor

this particular age group and this particular téory. Several topics deserve to be

explored more thoroughly (issues related to everyday mobility, interaction with

nature, political engagementor personal relationship® to name a few), and

some of them willhopefully emerge in the later stages of th@oject. For this

reasonthe currentwork should be regardedas an ongoing project, one that is The reportis partof the Sustainable City Regions
in the making and will & enhanced as time goes by. Meanwhile, thenore research projectiosted bySUSPLAC&a Marie
c 0 mp Btate of he City Regién r dpwhbriti shed by Cardi ff Uni ve$ksdowskaBusie Azfiohsylnnovative Training
Region Exchanggcanhelp complementingsome of the areas Network funded by the European Commission

ent


https://www.cardiff.ac.uk/city-region-exchange/resources/state-of-the-city-region
http://www.sustainableplaceshaping.net/pathways-to-sustainability/sustainable-city-regions/
http://www.sustainableplaceshaping.net/

YOUNG PEOPLE: HOW MANY AND WHERE?

Cardiff Capital Region hosts more than half of tt
population aged 1624 currently living in Wales. This ag
group represens 122% of the cityr e g i dotald
inhabitants afractionthat is higher thanthe averages in
Wales andin the United Kingdom.

Among the ten local authorities, Cardiff, Rhonda Cync
Taff and Caerphilly host the highest number, accountir
for almost 60% of the total.
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Fig. 1- Nurr_lt_)er of young peo_ple in (_each of Fhe ten local Fig. 2- Proportion of young people in each local
authorities forming Cardiff Capital Regid2016 authority, out of total youth in CCR, 2016



18% Among the ten local authoritiesBlaenau Gwentand Monmouthshire

6% 2001 m2011 =2015 =2016 are the only places where the total number of inhabitants is estimat
to decline.
14% . . . o
Nonetheless, looking specifically at tiieung residentsthe projections
12% are very different. All local authorities are expected te feeir youth
10% numbers declining, but rates range fromd.7% in Newport to23.6% in
| I Blaenau Gwen. Along with the latter Monmouthshire and Torfaerwill
also be changing consideraly.
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Fig. 3- Proportion of young people out of total population Cardiff N
Rhondda Cynon Taff S e
In terms of overall population growth, lllocal authorities have Merthyr Tydfil . I
experiencedpositive rates between 2001 and 2015%vith the sole Caerphilly e
exception of Blaenau Gwent where the population declinec Blaenau Gwent IS ——
However, examining the evolution of the youthgroup in particular Torfaen =
shows interesting trends. Although the proportion of youth wasill Monmouthshire
higher in 2015 than in 2@1, all local authorities except for Cardiff ha N ; .
lost a part of their younger inhabitantsetween 2011 andmid-2016. ewpo
: I
Merthyr Tydfil and Blagau Gwent seem tohave been affected the CCR —
Wales I

most

The latest o6Cardiff Liveable P % % A% 26% 36%
fastest growing core cities in the UK, while the version published Fig. 4- Percentage change in young population, actual
2015 mentioned that the captyfore and projected

young p e o p l(Gardiff PubliB $eivicea Board, 2015deed,

the overall population projections show that the capital city will ga

almost 50,000 new inhabitants by 2025, half of the total numb

expected at cityegional evel.



At cityregional level the population pyramid shows a relatively equi
distribution among age groups up to 74 years, and small
percentages of people ove75. Women outnumber men in these
categories, determining a slightly unequal gender distribution.

Overall, the youth(16-24) is well represented and the group 24 is
actually thelargestone in the cityregion. This situation is influencec
by Cardiff, he only local authority where tis particular age groups
considerably higher than athe others are Thissprobably due to the
large number ofuniversitystudents the capitatityaccommodatesOn
the other hand, Monmouthshire stands ouby showing an ageing
population and significantly smaller number of adults aged-2%.
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Fig. 5- Cardiff Capital Region population pyramid, 2016

It is important to mention that the graphic representation can t
misleading for the 1619 age cohort. Thiswould normally be 1519
(following the 5 yearintervals), yet for the current research perso
aged 15 were included in the category below.



HOW DIVERSE AND HOW MOBIRE
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Fig. 6- Proportion of ethnic groups among the CCR's

youth, 2011
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Fig. 7 Ethnic diversity among young people, 2011

Cardi ff

Capital Regionds youth

cityr e g i avarall populationyet levelsare very differeni@across the
local authorities and ar highly influenced by @rdiff and Newport.

In terms of migration withinthe UK, the CCRshows a positive net
migration rate (and so does Wales), both for the overall population al

the

16-24 group. Yet again, Cardiff, Rhondda Cynon Taff and Newp

influence these levels, as places where the number of young peoj
entering is higher than the number of those leaving. Actually, RCT ¢
Newport are interesting cases since they seem to attract young peoj
despitelosing other age groupsA counter example i8ridgend where
the overall net migration is positive, while for youth is negative.
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Fig. 8- Migration of people aged 184 within the UK, 2011



HOW QUALIFIED AND HOW ECONOMICALLY ACTIVE?
i I THHITT

100% m Other qualifications
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Fig. 9- Highest level of qualification by age (18t), 2011

As expected for this age group, Levels 2 and 3 are most commr
among Cardi ff Capital Regi onod:
results arehe very low rate of apprenticeship (2%) and the relative
high number of persons without any qualifications (12%, almost 1
higher than the Welsh average).

Being a university cityCardiff has the highest rate of Level 4
qualifications and abov€16.5%) and the lowest for no qualifications
(8.5%) Simultaneously, Cardiff has the smallest percentage of yoi
people having any Welshlanguage skills (17.8%), as opposed !
Rhondda Cynon Taff where the rate was 25.7% in 2011. At@tyional
level,20.8% of gople aged 1624 have Welshlanguage skills, slightly
more than the overall population where the rate is 19.1%.

Theonly data available at local authority level regardinguyng people
not in education, employment or training (NEETomes from the
Careers Wales pupil destinations survegoking at the past five years
the progress made throughout Waleisconsiderable.

However, the definitive source for this information is the annu
Statistical First Release (SFR
and the | abour mar ket d. Tdontisuing
downward trend: from 11% (in 2012) tdl0.4% (in 2016) for people
aged 1618 andfrom 23% t018.5%for the 19-24 in NEET in Wales.
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Fig. 10- Year 11 Leavers from schools known to be not
in education, employment or training (NEET), 2017



In terms ofunemployment benefis, it was useful to look specifically
persons between 18 and 24 since the levels for the two other ye:
mitigated the results. Thus, in December 20itere were over 2000
people aged 1824 receivingj ob s e e k er 4. sThisai$ lthe
equivalent of 15% of the total population in this age group.

Merthyr Tydfil (1.5%), Caerphilly (1.5%) and Blaenau Gwent (2%) are
local authorities where the rate is the highest, following the same trer
for the total active population (aged 164). Although in all loal
authorities the number of youth receiving JSA is smaller than compa
to the rate for theentire active population, the claimant count shows
different reality.
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Fig. 11- Jobseeker's allowance rates ((28), December 2016
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Fig. 12- Percentage of claimants out of total age group

The claimant counts representative adll people whoreceivedbenefis
for reasons of unemployment, includingoth JSA and Universal Cred
claimantsFor all persons over 16, the percentage has either decreas
or stayed the same in 2016 compared to 2015, with the sole excepti
of Merthyr Tydfil.

On the other hand, Methyr Tydfil along with RCT and Newporthas
seen a substantial drop in the percentage of young people claimil
benefits. In contrast, the rates have increased in Blaenau Gwent
0.3%) and Torfaen (b¥.2%) for people aged 124, despite a smal
decreasefor the overall population.
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Fig. 13- Economic activity among young people, 2011

In Cardiff CapitaRegion, more thar60% of the yowng people were
economically active in 2011. Out of them, almost 79% were
employment, with only 3.9% sedfmployed, showing a relatively sma
rate of entrepreneurshipStudents account fomore than 31%of the
cityr e g iogenallysung populationd nearly80% of theinactiveone.

Looking at individual local authorities, Céfds in many cases an outlie
because of the large number of students. Only 53.7% of the26
declared to be economically activayhereas 40.6% economically
inactivestudents. This is very different from Torfaen for instance, wr
68.4% were economically active and only 22.7% students.

Youth unemployment (the proportion of the economically activ
population who is unemployed) was highest iBlaenau Gwent, with
a rate of 26.3%, followedby Merthyr Tydfil and Newport. Ais is
probably not surprising since these are also the local authorities wh
unemployment rates for all ages are the highest.

Furthermore,Blaenau Gwent, together with Torfaen and Bridgent
are the local authorities wheréong-term sickness or disabilities a
important reasons fothe youth's economic inactivity. Hir rates are
approximately three times bigger than in Cardiff (2.2%).

On the contrary,Monmouthshire shows the lowest unemployment
rateat 16.7%. Interestingly, Monmouthshire is also the place where
selfemployment rate is the highest in CCR: 5.3% for youth and &%
all ages. This is probably following a general trend in the UK wher
lack of opportunities on the job market, combined with the need f
more flexibility, as well as the technological advance that allo
working from distance, determine more and meipeople to become
seltemployed(Careers Wales, n.d.)



HOW WELL IN TERMS @EPRIVATION

The Welsh Index for Multiple Deprivatias useful foexploting relative

deprivation in small areas of Wales, using a combination of doma
such as income, employment, education, health, etc. Unfortungtett

all indicators are available for particular age groups, suiof sources
were used for adeeperanal ysi s. The 0Stat

already shown that 65% of the most deprived communities in Wales ¢
in the Cardiff Capital RegiofCity Region Exchange, 201 Avhile the

@& rea Analysis of Child Deprivatidfwelsh Government, 2015painted

an equally undesirable reality, at least for Cardiff, Blaenau Gwent

Merthyr Tydfil.

Income deprivation, for which datés disaggregated, showsimportant

variationsAt CCR level, the rate of incordeprived population is 17.8%
higher than the Welsh average (16%). However, there asignificant
differences between the ten local authorities, ranging fron
Monmouthshire (11%) to Blaenau Gwent (22%).

Looking specifically at the youth group, the situation is worse for tl
CCR (19.5%) compared to the Welsh average (17%). In all k
authorities except for Cardiff, the young people seem to be mc
income-deprived than the overd population.However, there is &ig
discrepancy between the 14.8 (23% income deprivé) and 1924 (8%)
living in the capital city.

Significant dfferences between the overall population and the youn:
generations exist in Bridgend, Vale of Glamorgan, Caerphilly an
Torfaen where the youth is 3% more deprived than the all ag
category.Newport seems to havahe most stable proportions when
comparing youth with the entire population, yet this average hides
significantdiscrepancy between the 188 and 1924 split,by almost
10%

The highest levels of youth income deprivati@me in Blaenau Gwent
with 29%for the 1618 and 20% for the 124.
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Fig. 14-Income deprivation, WIMD 2014
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m19-24 m16-18 etotal population As opposed to this indicator, there afewer people living in households
with no central heating in CCR compared to WaleSimilarly, although
differences are small, levels for young people are also generally sir

12% in all ten local authorit

10% In all ten local authorites

8%

6% m19-24 m=16-18 etotal population
4%

ook 4% .
0%

3%

14%

§ \ \\$ & & (%
&S LSS ESE S
&7 & < v\%‘ SO SN S 2%
&> ,bd & B4 &

Fig. 15- People living in overcrowded households,
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Housing, another domain calculated m the WIMD, is interesting @@O Qoob 2 N\
because the two indicators used show conflicting patterns whe <
disaggregated.

Fig. 16- People living in households with no central

In terms of overcrowded households, the average for Cardiff Cap heating, WIMD 2014
Region is similar to the Welsh one for the total population. Howev

among local authorities, Cardiff stands out having the bigge

proportion (8.2%), followed by Merthyr Tydfil and Newport. This coul

be explained by the general tendency of smaller households in mc

urbanised, compact cities.

Looking separately at the youth gup, the situation seems tbe worse,
rates being 46% higher than for theentire population. Merthyr Tydfil
(13.4%)and Blaenau Gwent (12.6%) have the highest proportion
followed by Newport and Cardiff.
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HOW WELL IN TERMS HEALTH

Health selassessment can be an indicator for general wellbeing ai
healthrelated quality of lif§ONS, 2013) In Cardiff Capital Regipon
average,only 6.5% of young people declared their health level as fair
poor, compared to 22% of the entire population aged 18¥onetheless,
both age categories overpass the Welsh average$e6 for 1624 and
20% for the entire population.

Monmouthshire
5.8%

Bridgend
4.4%

Fig. I7 - Proportion of young peoplewith fair/poor
selfrated general health 20082015
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Fig. 18- Proportion of overweight (BMI +25) and
obese (BMI +30) person2008-2015

An unhealthy weightis often perceiveds an outcome of poor diet and
exercise. Yet, studies have shown that the Ugeiserallycharacterised
by an 6obesogenic environmentd
unhealthily and discouragesthem from doing physical movement
(Government Office for Science, 2007)his is an important minset

shift, showing that tackling obesity (and often numerous other heal
issues) requires interventions at multiple levels, including changes ir
built environment.

While the situation is worrying overalwith at least half of adults beinc
overweight and minimum 18.5% obesédevels for young people are tc
some extent lower. Merthyr Tydfil has the highest proportion
overweight or obese youth, while Blaenau Gwent has most aee
young persons. On the other hand, Cardiff artle Vale of Glamorgan
have the lowest levels for both categories.
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