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I am delighted to report that the REF 
results we received at the end of 
2014 were truly exceptional. Amongst 
UK universities we rank fifth behind 
Imperial College London, then LSE, 
Oxford and Cambridge for the quality 
of our research. We rank second in 
the UK on the impact measure which 
assesses the significance and reach 
of our research.

Our REF highlights include Civil 
Engineering and Construction 
which emerged as the top in the 
UK, Psychology, Psychiatry and 
Neuroscience which was ranked 2nd 
in the UK, Communication, Cultural 
and Media Studies – effectively the 
School of Journalism, Media and 
Cultural Studies - which was also 
ranked 2nd in the UK, Sociology 
which was ranked 3rd in the UK, 
Allied Health which was joint 4th in 
the UK and Education, ranked joint 
5th in the UK. 

The REF results mean that we have 
emphatically achieved one of our 
most important key performance 
indicators. The result will also 
influence other areas such as our 
target to be in the top 100 in the QS 
World University Rankings which 
will undoubtedly benefit from this 
outstanding performance.

While I have highlighted particular 
successes above, of which we are 
very proud, I must emphasize that 
this spectacular achievement is the 
result of a team effort right across the 
University.

REF capped a year of many major 
milestones for the University, each 
of which will help us deliver on the 
commitments we set out in The Way 
Forward in our four priority areas of 
research and innovation, education, 
international and engagement.

I was very proud to launch the Cardiff 
Innovation System, an ambitious 
£300M investment that will boost 
the Welsh economy and see Cardiff 
University become internationally 
recognised as an engine for future 
prosperity, health and growth in 
Wales, the UK and the wider world. 

Our plans to bring this vision to life 
include four new buildings which will 
transform a site on Maindy Road from 
a disused, former industrial space 
into a cutting-edge campus. One of 
the new builds will be the world’s first 
Social Science Research Park, which 
will turn world-leading research into 
solutions to pressing problems facing 
society and the world.  

We unveiled our five flagship 
engagement projects at the Senedd, 
the home of Welsh government. 
These projects see academics from 
across the University working with 
communities in Wales and Africa 
on issues such as tackling poverty, 
boosting the economy and improving 
health, education and wellbeing. Each 
of our five projects will help transform 
lives and deliver widespread and long-
lasting benefits. 

To help meet the aims of our research 
strategy we signed a co-operation 

agreement with the University of 
Leuven. This landmark partnership 
will boost research income, create 
new research collaborations and offer 
more opportunities for students and 
staff to study and teach abroad.

Closer to home we officially launched 
the GW4 Alliance at the House 
of Commons. The Alliance brings 
together the combined strengths 
of the universities of Bath, Bristol, 
Cardiff and Exeter and gives us 
the critical mass to succeed in 
an increasingly competitive and 
research-intensive environment. 
The launch was attended by the 
Secretary of State for Wales, Stephen 
Crabb MP, along with representatives 
from industry, business, academia, 
charitable organisations and the 
public sector.

Alongside these achievements, 
Cardiff University continued to 
make progress in other areas. I was 
delighted that for the fifth consecutive 
year, the University made it into 
Stonewall’s Top 100 Employers in 
recognition of its commitment to 
equality for lesbian, gay and bisexual 
employees. Cardiff is now ranked 
24th placing us second out of eight 
UK universities featuring in the index, 
the top Russell Group university and 
the only university in Wales to achieve 
this status.

We became Wales’s first university 
to be accredited as a Living Wage 
employer. Agreeing to be a Living 
Wage Employer means that everyone 

working at Cardiff University, 
regardless of whether they are 
University employees or employed by 
third-party contractors and suppliers, 
will receive a minimum hourly wage 
significantly higher than the national 
minimum wage. 

We’ve also worked hard to improve 
facilities for students.  Our new 
£14.5M world class centre for 
teaching and training tomorrow’s 
global business leaders opened at 
Cardiff Business School. This state-
of-the-art learning and teaching hub 
provides high-tech lecture theatres, 
executive study zones and a high-
tech ‘trading room’. 

Talybont Gate, a new hall of residence, 
was also opened. Designed with 
feedback from students in mind, the 
new halls have more communal areas 
with Freeview TV and Wi-Fi access, 
modern cooking and dining facilities 
on every floor, bigger beds and 
showers in each of the rooms. 

Talybont Gate is just one of a series 
of recent development projects 
to improve facilities for students. 
The Students’ Union building on 
the Cathays campus has been 
modernised as part of a multi-
million pound redevelopment that 
includes a new nightclub, more social 
learning spaces, a new food court 
and refurbished reception and social 
areas. We invested £3M in a new 2nd 
floor venue for the building and also 
opened a third-generation pitch at our 
Llanrumney playing fields.  

ANNUAL REVIEW 
Preface from the Vice-Chancellor 
When we embarked on our strategic vision, The Way Forward, we made a bold statement. We set out our ambition 
to come in the top 10 for quality in the Research Excellence Framework (REF), the mechanism used to assess the 
quality of research in UK higher education institutions, on the basis of a selective submission. 
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REF 2014 has given us a 
spectacular opportunity to 
let the world know what a 
great university we have 

here at Cardiff.

Alongside these launches, openings 
and investments, our staff and 
students achieved a number of 
significant personal successes 
that reflect well on the University. 
Professor Teresa Rees was made 
a Dame in the New Year’s Honours 
list for services to social sciences. 
Professor Steve Eales was awarded 
the highly prestigious Herschel medal 
for investigation of outstanding merit 
in observational astrophysics, and 
Dr Haley Gomez received the Fowler 
Award for noteworthy contribution to 
astrophysics. Professor Sally Holland, 
who has an international reputation 
built on enabling children and young 
people to represent their own views 
through participative research 
methods, was named as the new 
Children’s Commissioner for Wales. 

In the Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow in 2014, our students 
excelled. Eight of our high-
performance athletes competed 
in the Games, with Physiotherapy 
student Sally Peake taking a 
sliver medal in the Pole Vault and 
Biosciences student Natalie Powell 
achieving a gold medal in Judo. 

At the end of last year our law students 
made history, overturning a murder 
conviction as part of a project run by 

the Cardiff Law School.  The Innocence 
Project was established in 2006 to 
harness the interest of students in the 
area of criminal law and miscarriages 
of justice.  It’s wonderful to see our 
students applying the skills that we 
have taught them to make a real and 
life-changing difference.

Looking to the year ahead, our 
plans are ambitious.  Work on our 
new £44M CUBRIC building is well 
underway and due for completion 
towards the end of 2015. The new 
building will be one of Europe’s top 
facilities for brain imaging. We also 
plan to introduce a number of new 
University Research Institutes, in 
addition to our existing four, to tackle 
the grand global challenges of today. 

REF 2014 has given us a spectacular 
opportunity to let the world know what 
a great university we have here at 
Cardiff. In the pages that follow, you’ll 
see just some of the achievements 
that represent the story of the last 
12 months. There is much more 
excellence and innovation that 
could not be included here. 

I hope you enjoy reading this Annual 
Review, and look forward to building 
on our success next year. 
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YEAR IN PICTURES

NEW CATERPILLAR SPECIES 
DISCOVERED
Researchers from the School of Biosciences 
working at our Danau Girang Field Centre in 
Borneo discovered a new species of caterpillar. The 
caterpillar has the unique ability to make its cocoon 
out of flakes of dried resin, providing a unique set of 
protective features.

HEALTHY AGEING 
Tracking the lifestyle habits of 2,500 men living 
in the Caerphilly area over 35 years, researchers 
from the School of Medicine found that those who 
followed four or five specified healthy habits had a 
significantly reduced risk of chronic disease. The 
steps included: regular exercise, non-smoking, a 
healthy bodyweight, a healthy diet and a low alcohol 
intake.

LOST VISIONS
Professor Julia Thomas from the School of English, 
Communication and Philosophy is collaborating with 
experts from the School of Computer Sciences & 
Informatics to make thousands of neglected images 
from the British Library available for the public to 
search online. Although many historical texts have 
been digitally stored, the illustrations - many of which 
date from the eighteenth century - frequently lack 
the information needed to help people understand 
them.

DIGGING THE ‘DIFF
More than 1,000 people joined a summer 
season of excavations and explorations on the 
Iron Age Caerau fort in Ely. Volunteers worked 
with researchers from the University to excavate 
a sizeable section of the site, digging down to 
unearth their heritage while learning new skills 
and building strong local bonds.

CARDIFF INNOCENCE PROJECT 
MAKES HISTORY
Students from Cardiff Law School secured the first 
appeal success for an Innocence Project in the 
UK, with the quashing of the murder conviction of 
Dwaine George. George served 12 years in prison 
for the crime after being found guilty at the age of 
18. Innocence Projects allow students to work on 
cases of long-term prisoners who maintain their 
innocence of serious crimes for which they have 
been convicted.

2014

LIVING WAGE EMPLOYER
Cardiff University became Wales’s first university 
to be accredited as a Living Wage employer. 
Agreeing to be a Living Wage employer means 
that everyone working at Cardiff University 
receives a minimum hourly wage significantly 
higher than the national minimum wage.
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COMMONWEALTH GAMES SUCCESS
The University celebrated the medal-winning 
performances of two of its students at the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow. Natalie Powell 
won Wales’ first Commonwealth gold in Judo, whilst 
Sally Peake secured a Commonwealth silver with a 
pole vault of 4.25m. The duo were part of a team of 
eight from our High Performance Programme (HPP) 
which supports students performing at the highest 
sporting level.

SUPPORTING WORLD AIDS DAY
The University hosted a week of events to mark 
World AIDS Day. On the day itself, Main Building was 
lit red as a gesture of support for people living with 
HIV and to commemorate those who have died. 

CHINESE COLLABORATION
The University embarked on an exciting partnership 
with Beijing Normal University - the Beijing Normal-
Cardiff Chinese College. The College will offer a 
flagship dual degree programme in Chinese Studies, 
allowing students to study two years in Cardiff and 
two in Beijing.

CHALLENGE CARDIFF
The University’s new research magazine, Challenge 
Cardiff, was launched in December. The magazine 
gives the users and beneficiaries of our research 
a chance to push us towards our next challenge. It 
tackles many of the most pressing issues for Wales, 
the UK and the wider world.

VARSITY VICTORY
Cardiff students successfully retained the Welsh 
Varsity Shield. In an impressive sporting display, 
Cardiff students beat their Swansea counterparts 
across more than 22 sports, including cricket, 
ladies’ football and canoe polo.

SUSTAINABLE DESIGN
The Welsh School of Architecture welcomed 91 
students from across the globe for the Low Carbon 
Architecture Summer Programme. The Programme 
welcomes international undergraduates and recent 
graduates from schools of architecture and the built 
environment keen to develop a UK experience in low 
carbon design. 

SUPERCOMPUTING 
SAVING THE LIVES OF 

CYCLISTS
Researchers in the School of 

Engineering are hoping to reduce 
the number of cyclist deaths and 
serious injuries in the UK by using 
supercomputing to optimise the 

mechanical structures of 3D printed 
bicycle safety helmet designs. 
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CARTOONING THE FIRST WORLD WAR
In the year that marked the centenary of the 
beginning of the First World War, the Cartooning 
the First World War project, led by Professor Chris 
Williams of the School of History, Archaeology and 
Religion, digitised the entire wartime output of 
the Western Mail and News of the World cartoonist 
Joseph Morewood Staniforth. The project is the first 
time that the 1,350 pen and ink cartoons have been 
brought together and it has made them accessible to 
both researchers and the general public.

EVIDENCING THE BIG BANG
Researchers from the School of Physics & Astronomy 
were part of the international BICEP2 collaboration 
that produced the first direct evidence of cosmic 
inflation. The findings are key to answering some of the 
biggest questions in cosmology. The discovery provides 
valuable insights into processes that took place in the 
early formation of the Universe.

JEKYLL & HYDE FOR A NEW GENERATION
Thanks to a partnership between a Cardiff academic 
and a Bristol games company, people can now 
experience Robert Louis Stevenson’s gothic 
novel Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde, in a 
completely new way. Dr Anthony Mandal from the 
School of English, Communications & Philosophy, acted 
as the academic lead on the ground-breaking Jekyll 
2.0 project, that builds on the latest bio-sensing 
technology. The company is now releasing the project 
commercially in a horror-maze game called Hyde.

DECODING THE WORLD’S MOST 
COMPLEX VIRUS
Scientists from Cardiff and Harvard universities have 
provided the most detailed understanding to date 
of the world’s most complex virus, Cytomegalovirus 
(CMV). Most people will in their lives become infected 
by CMV and the infection lasts a lifetime. CMV 
can cause severe disease in immunosuppressed 
transplant recipients or individuals with HIV/
AIDS, and is responsible for the birth defects of 
around  1,000 babies annually. The international 
collaboration used cutting-edge ‘viromics’ technology 
to track more than 150 viral and 8,000 cell proteins 
to provide extraordinary detail on exactly how the 
virus commandeers the cell’s metabolism and 
compromises our immune defences.

SCANNING SOCIAL MEDIA
The University’s Collaborative Online Social Media 
Observatory – a partnership between the School of 
Social Sciences and the School of Computer Science 
& Informatics - studied the social media activity in the 
immediate aftermath of Fusilier Lee Rigby’s murder. 
Researchers analysed more than half a million tweets 
and found that messages loaded with racial tension and 
hate were far less likely to spread than those infused 
with love. 

RESEARCH  
AND INNOVATION 
Cardiff is ranked amongst the top 5 universities in the UK for research excellence. We are an ambitious and innovative 
University that attracts the world’s best researchers. From conserving endangered species in Borneo to discovering the 
potential of gold to save lives and clean up the environment, our research is making a difference across the world. We 
have a thriving innovation culture and through our Innovation System we will connect industry, business, government and 
NGOs with our academics, nurturing student entrepreneurship and championing grass-roots business development.

Steffen Richter (Harvard University)
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KICK-STARTING 
SCHIZOPHRENIA 

RESEARCH
An international collaboration of 

over 300 scientists in 35 countries 
worldwide discovered more than 
100 genetic risk factors linked to 

schizophrenia. The study conducted by 
the Psychiatric Genetics Consortium 

(PGC), led by Professor Michael 
O’Donovan from the University’s 
MRC Centre for Neuropsychiatric 
Genetics and Genomics, was the 
biggest molecular genetic study of 

schizophrenia ever conducted.
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STATE-OF-THE-ART STUDENT 
ACCOMMODATION UNVEILED

Professor Patricia Price, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Student Experience 
and Academic Standards, opened Talybont Gate, our new £6.4M 

hall of residence. The development can accommodate 179 
undergraduate and postgraduate students. Talybont Gate is part of 

the University’s on-going commitment to providing high quality student 
accommodation that offers a sense of community for our students.
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GAY BY DEGREE
Cardiff became the 

only university in Wales 
to achieve top marks 
in the Stonewall Gay 
By Degree University 
Guide. The Guide is 

designed to help LGB 
prospective students 
choose a university 

that will welcome and 
support them and 
contribute to their 

student experience.

TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION OF  
ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENTISTS
GW4, Cardiff’s collaboration with three of the South West of England’s 
leading research-intensive universities (Bath, Bristol & Exeter) launched  
a major partnership designed to train the next generation of environmental 
scientists. The GW4+ Doctoral Training Partnership brings together over 30 
research, industrial and third sector organisations to support and deliver 
doctoral training across all areas of the environmental sciences.

STUDENTS’ UNION SATISFACTION SUCCESS
Cardiff University’s Students’ Union was ranked as one of the best in Britain. 
The 2014 National Student Survey (NSS) placed it in the top 5 in the UK,  
with 85% of students saying that they were satisfied with the Students’ Union.

PHD SCHOLARSHIPS TO BOOST  
WELSH-LANGUAGE RESEARCH
Three Cardiff University students were awarded scholarships by Coleg 
Cymraeg Cenedlaethol to pursue doctorate degrees and contribute to 
undergraduate learning modules delivered through Welsh. Rhidian Thomas, 
Ben Screen and Sara Orwig took up their postgraduate scholarships after 
completing their undergraduate studies at Cardiff. 

PRESTIGIOUS AWARD FOR STUDENT SERVICES
The University’s Student Support and Wellbeing Division was awarded a 
prestigious customer service award, recognising the first-class service it 
offers to students to enhance their university experience. The Customer 
Service Excellence® standard is awarded for excellence in customer service.

EDUCATION
At Cardiff we value excellent teaching and learning, and aim to provide a positive and enriching educational 
experience for all of our students. Our students are drawn from all strata of society and come from all over 
the globe to experience the benefits of a Cardiff University education.
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ENGAGEMENT 
2014 saw the launch of our five flagship engagement projects. The projects are ambitious in 
scope and varied in nature, from providing opportunities for shared learning with the University 
of Namibia, to fostering social and economic development in Grangetown, Cardiff. 
We are working with communities on issues such as tackling poverty, boosting the economy,  
and improving health, education and wellbeing.

PHOENIX PROJECT
Our Phoenix Project aims to build a long-
lasting mutually beneficial relationship with the 
University of Namibia in southern Africa. Cardiff 
worked with the University of Namibia to deliver 
the country’s first Python conference, providing 
an opportunity for Namibians to collaborate to 
develop Python open-source software for their 
own and their country’s needs.
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CENTRE FOR COMMUNITY 
JOURNALISM

The Centre for Community Journalism works 
with communities across Wales to improve the 
provision of community news in both English 
and Welsh. As part of this commitment the 

Centre delivers digital literacy training, enabling 
communities to develop hyperlocal news platforms 
as a means of sustaining community connections. 

In 2014 the Centre provided online training to 
over 9,000 people across the world through its 

FutureLearn MOOC (Massive Open Online Course) 
– the world’s first community journalism MOOC.

COMMUNITY GATEWAY
Community Gateway works in partnership with 
the people of Grangetown, one of the most 
culturally diverse and largest electoral districts in 
Cardiff. Our staff and students are collaborating 
with the people of Grangetown to foster social 
and economic developments, focusing on health, 
sustainability and the environment. Students from 
the Welsh School of Architecture worked with 
local residents to plan how best to transform  
the disused Grange Gardens Bowling Pavilion  
into a vibrant hub for the whole community.

STRONG COMMUNITIES,  
HEALTHIER PEOPLE 
The Strong Communities, Healthier People project 
is developing and piloting a sustainable model of 
collaborative research, education, engagement, 
knowledge exchange and impact between the 
University and local communities. The project is 
working with Welsh Government, the NHS in Wales, 
as well as the Communities First network and 
the Wales Council for Voluntary Action to narrow  
the economic, education and skills, and health  
gaps between Wales’s most deprived and more 
affluent areas.

CITY REGION EXCHANGE
The City Region Exchange is engaging with 
communities that are a critical part of the local 
economy and also with those who are helping 
to shape the development of the Cardiff Capital 
Region. These include communities of policy 
makers such as the various local governments,  
as well as with businesses and employers and their  
representative groups. The project is informing 
and shaping the development of the city-region  
by providing the knowledge and evidence base 
that is needed by these different communities  
to help the city-region to function effectively.
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CHEVENING SCHOLARS
Cardiff played host to 50 Chevening scholars as part of a programme  
of events to widen their knowledge of the UK and meet with fellow students 
during their studies. The Chevening Scholarships are a prestigious global 
scholarship programme designed to foster close relationships with future 
decision-makers.

NATO AFTER WALES
On the eve of the NATO Summit, when the eyes of the world were focused 
on Wales, leading thinkers and decision makers in the international security 
and defence community converged on the Welsh capital for a conference 
organised by Cardiff University. Together global leaders from academia, 
governments and international security and defence organisations sought 
answers to a testing geopolitical landscape. Deputy Secretary General  
of NATO, Ambassador Alexander Vershbow delivered an agenda-setting  
speech in advance of the Summit itself.

COMICS CREATED TO HELP PREVENT SPREAD OF EBOLA 
30 young people in Ghana are helping in the fight to prevent the spread of 
Ebola through an innovative project developed by Dr Lisa El-Refaie from the 
School of English, Communication & Philosophy. The project was delivered by 
Africaid WhizzKids United (WKU), an international NGO based in South Africa. 
The young people designed comic strips to help spread key messages to 
the community. The project follows in the footsteps of a similar HIV-focused 
campaign in KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.

QS WORLD RANKINGS
Cardiff was ranked as one of the top universities in the world in the 2014  
QS World University Rankings. The rankings reveal the top 200 universities  
in the world for 30 different disciplines. Three of our subjects either improved  
in ranking or featured for the first time: Psychology – which is ranked in  
the top 50 in the table; Sociology; and Statistics & Operational Research.

CREATING OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH PARTNERSHIP
Cardiff signed an agreement with Belgium’s largest university, the University 
of Leuven. The Cooperation Agreement will boost research income, create 
new research collaborations and offer more opportunities for students and 
staff to study and teach abroad. The Agreement builds on existing academic 
collaborations, and over the next five years, will create more opportunities  
for students and the wider academic community to experience studying  
and teaching abroad.

INTERNATIONAL
Our global community, reputation and partnerships are at the heart of our identity. Our international 
collaborations are having major impact, from partnering with institutions in the USA to uncover  
the first direct evidence of cosmic inflation to saving lives in Namibia.
We attract the highest calibre of academics and researchers from around the world, further enhancing  
the learning experience for students and bringing a wider perspective to our research.
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GLOBAL 
OPPORTUNITY 

CENTRE
Baroness Eluned Morgan opened our  
new Global Opportunity Centre (GOC).  

The Centre is a one-stop-shop offering Cardiff’s 
19,000 undergraduates the latest advice and 
information on student mobility. The initiative  
is designed to encourage students to embark  

on an overseas experience as part of their 
studies in order to enhance their employment 

prospects. The University is investing £1.6M over 
the next four years in new bursaries to overcome 

the financial barriers and examine new ways  
of recognising the educational contribution  

of international experience. 
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FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

EXPENDITURE   
Key £M 

  Academic Services 7.6 
  Academic Schools 47.9 
  Staff costs  253.4 
  Depreciation 18.1 
  Interest payable 1.2 
  Residences, Catering and Conferences 6.9 
  Research grants and contracts 33.8 
  Premises 19.5 
  Administration and Central Services 5.1 
  Other expenses 11.4 
  Other services rendered 25.5 

INCOME  
Key £M 

  Residences and Catering 22.5 
  Services rendered 54.1 
  Endowments and interest receiveable 3.5 
  Funding Councils grants 82.3 
  Research grants and contracts 93.6 
  Fees and support grants 192.8 
  Other operating income 6.9 

RESEARCH GRANTS  
AND CONTRACTS  
INCOME 

Key £M

  Other 0.5

  EU and Overseas 16.8 

  Industry and Commerce 5.4 

  Public Corporations, Local  
Authorities, UK Government 29.1 

  Research Councils  
and Charities  41.8 

TOTAL:

93.6

FINANCIAL PERFORMANCE

TOTAL:

430.4

TOTAL:

455.7
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Eleanor M Dart
Laura M Dauny
Peter W Davey
Vivian E David
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Jon Edwards
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Robert Edwards
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John Elstone
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Chula K Gangoda
Mair E Garside
Pat Gascoigne Williams
Ahmed H Gedik
Catherine M Gedik
Ann Geen
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David R Gibby
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David I Gidwell
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