Cecilia Love

I’m Cecilia in the second year of my Ph.D. and I’m working in looking at the subject on the topic of trying to understand how the experiences of transracial adoption, the social category, the social identity of transracial adoption, adoptive families experiences are actually lived and I suppose what I have really gained from participating in the seminars is just the potential political and institutional.. well I suppose the potential of using affect has in the knowledge that goes to inform interventions in for example social institutions. When I'm working with transracial adoptive family it really was motivated I was drawn to  feeling that affect was really important in my work because of how I experienced the adoptive subject to be approached theoretically in for example the institution of social work. What I really love about this work is that it just can give you a depth to someone’s experience or do justice to the complexity of someone’s experience and potentially de-pathologises or makes us think about somebody’s social identity such as transracial adoptive identity or such as adoptive parents so it really is the political implications that this kind of theoretical approach has because I think it really makes us think about how we actually see the participants we are working with and the participants that I am working with in my project don't necessarily always have a really good command of language, they can’t necessarily articulate all their emotional experiences, they might not even know or be able to say how it feels to be.. to love a child but to not be able to fully claim that that child is yours because of that psychic connection to it with another mother somewhere and I think it I really haven't got to grips with, I’m not at the position where I can say that I’ve got command of all the understanding of theory but what I'm doing is just trying to from the series, I got a really good familiarisation of how I can use particular concepts from psychoanalysis as a way of approaching my interview participants, placing myself, my own subjectivity in the research process and the research exchange and also then interpreting the data because the process of interview that I'm sort of using is over a four stage, a four interview process and what that has given me looking at it or deploying terms that I’ve already been familiarised with through the seminar series is an understanding of how that first interview is often just you could read it as almost a defensive, a defence. It’s a narrative, it’s a way somebody has some kind of story that somebody has been able to tell themselves as a way of perhaps defending against the pain involved in the complexity of transracial adoption or family life in general and what I found by really basic human principles sitting with your research participants trying to cultivate things like that Cathy Urwin talked about empathy, about just developing some kind of relationship with your participant you know you get a really in-depth understanding of how something, for example holding two mothers in your head might be experienced in the body and I am drawing on a moment of really trying to understand principles of phenomenology that I really feel are particularly relevant for transracial adoption as a way of understanding how differentiating experiences for the transracial adoptee, such as racism, or for the adoptive parent where they feel they can’t really call themselves a parent because of the context on which what it means to be a parent takes place. Getting access to those kinds of things through drawing on concepts I’ve learnt through this process has been really fruitful is all I can and it seems to do justice it seems to be able give the opportunity to be able to tell people stories and to get at some of the emotions. How a body that is physically different to the context they exist in? How that actually feels? How non conscience embodied dynamics might be experienced in this sort of family constellation? I really go back to the kind of knowledge that I was exposed to from other social science traditions which I’ve got an enormous amount of respect for but I feel as a transracial doctrine myself encountering these kind discourses it was my own affective response to these which are normally associated with shame, with historical oppression, these kinds of affective responses. That’s why I felt that these kinds of seminar series that is looking at a really in-depth understanding of how a life is lived, it does justice to the complexity of things we can’t necessarily access just through language.
 

