The Return of the State - Green, Welfare or Neo-liberal Crutch?

A Colloquium in Honour of Peter Fairbrother
Wednesday, 28 January, 2pm-5pm

Cardiff University, Glamorgan Building, Committee Room 1
In response to the financial crisis, we are witnessing the return of the State. But what does this signal? A neo-liberal crutch, with the State helping to socialise the collateral damage of reckless business practices? A reinvention of the welfare state? The marriage of Keynesianism and the Green State? More of the same or an opportunity for transition? Does the return of the State create a window of opportunity for sustainable development, and, if so, for what sort of sustainability?
Programme 

2:00
Welcome tea and coffee
2:15
Chair Opening


· Kevin Morgan
2:30
Session 1 

· Peter H. Feindt: Models of the State and its transition
· John Lovering: The State, the public sphere and neo-liberalism
· Susan Baker: State and governance for sustainable development? 
3:00
Discussion

3:30
Break: Tea and coffee

3:45
Session 2  


Chair: Gareth Williams
· Peter Fairbrother: Labour and the Green Transition

· Eva Elliott: Health and well-being: State and civil society
· Peter Burnham: The financial crisis: global capitalism and State theory
4:15
Discussion

4:45
Wrap-up: Rapporteurs share their impressions

5:00
Final thoughts from Huw Beynon 
