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Doing Discourse Analysis
December 1-4, 2008

The Euroqual Programme, ESF
About the ESF Euroqual Programme
· Aims to match a similar programme on quantitative methods

· Led by Professor Paul Atkinson, Cardiff

· Signed by 16 ESF countries

· Aims to promote qualitative methods in the social sciences through exchange and training

· There will be workshops on: 

· Digital methods

· Analysis of visual data

· The politics of qualitative research

· Multi-methods

· Spatial analysis

· The quality of qualitative research

· Studies of archives

· Discourse analysis

Workshop on discourse analysis

· A chance to strengthen relations between various discourse analysis research groups in Europe

· Combine a high-level workshop with experts in the field with training of doctoral students and early career researchers
· Focus on a range of different methodological issues: the status of method in postpositivist studies, retroduction, the relation between theory and method, etc. 

· Focus on different methods: document studies, qualitative interviews, observation, Q-methodology, etc.

· Focus on different subjects: the discursive construction of European identity and identities in Europe, analysis of mass media discourse, the discursive framing of policy and governance, etc.
· Combine different formats: lectures, round tables, master classes, group discussions, exercises, etc.

· Logistics: a four day workshop on 1-4 of December in Copenhagen with arrival the day before (Sunday)
· Funding: 40,000 Euros covering travel and accommodation of 20 participants, 8 invited guests and 4 organizers
Aim of the workshop
During the last decade there has been mounting interest in various kinds of discourse theory and discourse analysis within the social sciences. Poststructuralist discourse theory has produced a range of rather sophisticated concepts and arguments that help us to transcend the objectivistic, reductionist and rationalistic bias of modern social science theory and radicalize hermeneutic alternatives by emphasizing the role of discourse and politics in shaping social, political and cultural interpretations. Poststructuralist discourse theory has contributed to the critical renewal of several social science disciplines and has persuaded many mainstream theorists to pay more attention to new issues such as identity, knowledge paradigms and discursive forms of power. It is important that the increasing number of discourse theoretical studies is supported by sound methods and research strategies. In order to further develop the methodological aspects of discourse analysis this workshop will focus on doing discourse analysis. However, the purpose is not to develop or disseminate a general and comprehensive method of discourse analysis, which consists of methodological rules that guarantee scientific truth. But equally, we shall not dismiss methodological discussions as a positivist fallacy, thus contenting ourselves with an impressionistic or purely subjective descriptivism. Rather, we aim to spur contextual and problem-oriented reflections about the methodological choices that are involved in doing poststructuralist discourse analysis. As such, we believe that there is no right method, but a series of trade-offs that scholars and students of discourse analysis (and the social sciences more generally) must be able to recognise, negotiate and reason about.
Number of participants

There will room for maximum 22 PhD and/or Post Doc students.

Workshop programme

The 1st of December, 2008:

  9:30 – 10:30
Welcome and introductions 
10:30 – 12:30
Poststructuralist discourse theory: ambitions, achievements and challenges 

 
Lecture and plenary discussion
 
- Professor Jacob Torfing
12:30 – 14:00
Lunch break

14:00 – 17:00
Different discourse theoretical interpretations of the same material


Round table discussion coffee break
 
 
- Professor Maarten Hajer, University of Amsterdam
 
 
- Professor Ruth Wodak, Lancaster University

  

- Dr David Howarth, University of Essex


- Assistant Professor Johannes Angermüller, Magdeburg University

17:00 – 18:30
Project presentations in two groups organized as Master Classes
 

Three projects will be discussed in each group
19:00 – 20:30
Dinner
The 2nd of December, 2008:

 9:30 – 12:00

Problem-driven research: the role of problematization


Lecture followed by exercise

 

- Dr David Howarth, University of Essex
12:00 – 13:30
Lunch break

13:30 – 15:45
Crafting your research strategy: What to look for? Where to look? 

 
How to draw conclusions from your analysis?

Short lectures and plenary discussion


- Professor Ruth Wodak, Lancaster University
 
- Assistant Professor Johannes Angermüller, Magdeburg University


- Professor Sara Mills, Sheffield 
15:45 – 16:15
Coffee break

16:15 – 18:30
European identity – identities in Europe
 
 
Lecture followed by group discussions
 

- Associate Professor Yannis Stavrakakis, University of Thessaloniki
 
 
- Dr Aletta Norval, University of Essex
19:00 – 21:00
Dinner

The 3rd of December, 2008:

  9:30 – 12:00 
Discourse analysis using documents, interviews and other texts
 
Lectures followed by plenary discussion

 
- Professor Dominique Maingueneau, University of Paris-XII


- Professor John Forester, Cornell University


12:00 – 13:30
Lunch break

13:30 – 15:30
The use of digital methods in text analysis


Lecture followed by technical demonstration



- Dr. Maria Zimina-Poirot, University of Paris-XIII
15:30 – 16:00
Coffee break

16:00 – 18:30
Project presentations in two groups organized as Master Classes
 

Four projects will be discussed in each group
19:30 – 

Workshop dinner
The 4th of December, 2008:

  9:30 – 12:00
Analysing texts in contexts 
 

Lecture followed by exercise


- Professor Maarten Hajer, University of Amsterdam
12:00 – 13:30
Lunch break

13:30 – 16:00
The discursive framing of policy and governance

 
Lectures and plenary discussion



- Dr David Howarth, University of Essex


- Professor Jacob Torfing, Roskilde University


- Professor Urs Stäheli, Basel University

16:00 – 16:30
Coffee break

16:30 – 18:30
Project presentations in two groups organized as Master Classes


Four projects will be discussed in each group
18:30 – 19:00
Self-organization of international PhD network on poststructuralist discourse theory

19:00 – 21:00
Dinner
Deadlines
Completion of programme: 
1st of March
Advertisement of workshop:
1st of April
Application:


1st of June


Selection:


1st of July
Package for workshop participants:
1st of September
Participants’ project description:
15th of October
