
February to Students research university choices, attend Open Days and Higher Education Fairs.  
June (Year 12) Schools/colleges receive information from UCAS for the students  –  i.e. guidelines, application forms/software etc.

September 1st UCAS begin to receive applications for the following year’s entry to a course. 

October 15th Closing date for applications to Oxford or Cambridge, and for all medicine, dentistry and veterinary medicine or 
(Year 13) veterinary science courses.

January 15th Closing date for applications to all other university courses. Forms arriving after this date will be marked ‘late’.

March 16th UCAS Extra starts (see UCAS website for details of this late application system).

April 31st Applicants will hear from all university choices by this date (for those applications which met the deadline). 
This will either be:

◗ an unconditional offer (where a student already has their results)
◗ a conditional offer (an offer on condition of achieving certain grades)
◗ a rejection (the university has decided not to make the student an offer).

April 28th Students must decide which offer(s) they will accept. They are able to accept two offers, one as a firm 
acceptance (first choice) and one as an insurance (second choice). Usually the insurance acceptance is one 
of slightly lower grades than the firm. Students will also decide whether they wish to apply for university 
accommodation and universities will automatically send the relevant information out.

June 30th Last date UCAS can receive ‘late’ application forms.

July/August A-level and equivalent exam results are published. Students who have met the conditions of their offer will 
have a place and will automatically receive information from the university. Students who do not get the 
results for either their first or second choice university will automatically enter Clearing. Students will also 
enter Clearing if they are not holding any offers. Clearing is a UCAS service that helps students find a place 
on a university course which may still have vacancies once exam results are known. See UCAS website for 
details. Vacancies are listed on the UCAS website starting on the day that A-level results are published. 
Vacancies are also listed in newspapers and on individual university websites.

It is helpful if students are around during the results period in August. Should they not get the grades they 
were hoping for they may need to phone around universities. Sometimes Admissions Tutors will perform 
telephone interviews with students and can give any remaining places to students at this time. They may 
even ask students to go along to the university so that they can meet them.

Early September It may be an idea to collect a few useful presents for your son or daughter to take with them to university. 
We asked some students at Cardiff University what items they enjoyed/found useful when they left home 
for the first time and settled into life at university. (This list is optional!)

Late September University courses begin and students will have been given dates for arriving at the university. The first 2 weeks at 
university are called ‘freshers fortnight’. University’s hold lots of events during these two weeks of term to 
encourage students to make friends and join clubs and societies. During the first week, students will enrol on to 
their course and will attend introductory lectures. They will also receive their timetable for the rest of the term.

Example timetable of a student studying BSc Information Systems

Timetables will vary depending on the course. Science courses will also have laboratory sessions included. Many students will stay
in and around the university during weekends. A students’ typical weekend may consist of a mixture of academic work and social
activities: Shopping trip into town; Meeting friends for coffee; Group project work meeting; Cinema/theatre trip; Cook Sunday lunch
for house/flat mates; Washing clothes, preparing for the week ahead etc.

Applying to Cardiff University Applying to Cardiff Universityg h

The following diary will give you an idea of a student’s research, application and enrolment timetable starting at the beginning
of Year 12 and continuing right through to attending the first few weeks of university.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday

9am - 10am Organisational Discrete Maths
Behaviour lecture lecture

10am - 11am Fundamentals of Java & Introduction to Organisational 
Information Systems Algorithms lecture Marketing lecture Behaviour lecture
tutorial

11am - 12pm Introduction to Communications, Introduction to 
Marketing lecture Skills and Project Marketing lecture

Management tutorial
12pm - 1pm Introduction to Discrete Maths 

Marketing Laboratory tutorial
1pm - 2pm Fundamentals of Discrete Maths 

Information Systems lecture
lecture

2pm - 3pm Seminar: Hot Topics Java & Algorithms Fundamentals of Communications, Communication,
Laboratory Information Systems Skills and Project Skills and Project 

lecture Management tutorial Management lecture

◗ Collection of family photographs
◗ Stationery (folders, notebooks,

post-it notes, blue tak)
◗ Hand wash liquid

◗ Bottle of wine/beer and two
glasses (to make friends!)

◗ Corkscrew
◗ Radiator rail

◗ Linen basket
◗ Mobile phone top up card
◗ Toiletries
◗ Posters




