














Cardiff People: Clair Rowden

Dr Clair Rowden,
School of Music

Clair moved with her French husband
and two children from France,

where she had been living for the
previous ten years, to take up her first
permanent lecturing position in the
School of Music in April 2007.

Her research deals mainly with opera
and nineteenth-century France;

her book Republican Morality and
Catholic Tradition at the Opera:
Massenet’s Hérodiade and Thais was
published in 2004.

Her research activities range from
music editing and archival study to
microhistory and reception studies and
include operatic staging and dance,
iconography and gender. Clair is a
member of the Arts and Humanities
Research Council/Institute of Musical
Research network ‘Francophone Music
Criticism 1789-1914" and is responsible
for the preparation of on-line editions
of various corpora of nineteenth-
century French music criticism.

Clair Rowden’s current research
includes a book on opera and
caricature in the French fin-de-siecle
press, the ‘Salomania’ which gripped
European arts and stages around the
turn of the twentieth century, and
chapters contributed to /9th-Century
Choral Music (Routledge, 2010).

She regularly writes for Nineteenth-
Century Music Review, Music &
Letters, Musicology Australia, Avant-
Scéne Opéra and Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden programmes.

Clair teaches undergraduate courses
on musical dramaturgy, French music
and national identity, and Italian
opera. Her masters teaching includes
opera studies, gender studies,
reception studies and microhistory.
This year, she will also team teach
on the MA in Translation Studies

in the School of European Studies.
Clair is currently admissions tutor in
the School of Music.

What do you listen to first
thing in the morning?
The sound of waves breaking on the

beach and seagulls crying overhead
chimed by my alarm clock.

Who inspired you on your
career path?

My PhD supervisor Professor
Annegret Fauser—a formidable
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intellect, a nurturing yet never
overbearing supervisor with an
unnerving faith in my capabilities, an
effusive and endearing personality—
and Professor Joél-Marie Fauquet,
retired director of research at the
French Centre national de recherche
scientifique who is always very
supportive of my work and who very
discreetly encourages and inspires.

Which word do friends use
about you most?

Sparkling (supposedly referring to
my laugh rather than my shameless
penchant for Champagne...).

Most memorable encounter
with a celebrity?

Apart from surreptitiously extracting
Amanda Holden’s skirt which she’d
accidentally tucked into her knickers
after a visit to the ladies when we
were at Sixth Form college together?
Then it would probably have to

be when I met the former French
president Valéry Giscard d’Estaing at
a reception at the German Embassy in
Paris, and to whom I was introduced
as the only British person in the room.
He asked, ‘Are you Welsh?’, and when
I replied in the negative, he promptly
ended our conversation by turning

to speak to someone else! (Perhaps

he was hoping to impress with his
Welsh?!) Another favourite is being
sat on one of only two chairs at a
crowded party next to the Romanian
and internationally renowned soprano
Leontina Vaduva, and chatting about
the babies we were both expecting
within the next month!

What thoroughly annoys you?

Ineptitude and neighbours’ cat poo in
my garden.

What is your secret
ambition? (just between us)

That my children grow up healthy
and happy, and to keep all the balls
in the air!

What does the University
need more of?

Reasonably priced childcare places,
common rooms (for both staff and
students, but not together!) and more
truly inspiring academics.

Which book did you re-read
most as a child?

I was a bit of a late starter and read
very little as a child. Reading was not
a pastime in our house, and yet my
bachelor uncle John used to send me
books every Christmas; I remember
receiving Robert Louis Stevenson’s
The Weir of Hermiston and Herman
Melville’s Moby Dick aged eleven. It
was only as a teenager and a student
that I discovered a love for nineteenth-
century literature (I tend to ‘inhabit’
the nineteenth century nowadays)
and have only managed to properly
read (and enjoy) a Dickens novel this
year (David Copperfield at age 12 at
school was a complete non-starter).

I don’t think I’ve ever managed to
finish Moby Dick though...

What one question would
you really like to know the
answer to?

This one.

Tell us a joke.

I just did. Only a man could invent
this question. Just joking... (that
makes two!)
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Your favourite view in
the whole world (or the
universe)?

It’s a bit chocolate-boxy, but as a
Dorset lass, late-afternoon summer
sunshine on the thatched cottages
and grassy banks of Milton Abbas
High Street is fairly heart-warming
(it’s the sort of view where you start
to hum ‘Jerusalem’ without even
noticing you're doing it), or more
invigorating, the Dorset coastline
around Old Harry Rocks.

Who would play you in the
film about your life?

I have been told by more than one
person that I look like Carrie Fisher
(Princess Leia in Star Wars, can’t see
it myself!). Or maybe somebody like
Juliet Stevenson, or the Francophone
and Francophile Kristin Scott
Thomas for the French bit of me...

Porritt to make low
carbon challenge

Respected and authoritative
environmentalist Jonathon Porritt will
be describing what he believes to be
the real consequences of living in a
low carbon economy in the second
Hadyn Ellis Distinguished Lecture
in November. The Founder Director
of Forum for the Future and former
chairman of the UK Sustainable
Development Commission, will
deliver his lecture at the University
on Monday 16 November. The lecture
is a tribute to the late Professor
Hadyn Ellis CBE DSc (1945-2006),
formerly Deputy Vice-Chancellor of
Cardiff University. Professor Ellis
also served a long and successful
period as Pro Vice-Chancellor for
Research and was Head of the School
of Psychology for many years.

The Vice-Chancellor, Dr David
Grant said: “We are pleased to
welcome Jonathon Porritt to the
University. It is a very fitting tribute
to Hadyn that we can once again
welcome such an authoritative figure
to give this memorial lecture.”

The lecture takes place at the
Julian Hodge Lecture Theatre. A
pre-lecture reception commences
at 18:45pm, followed by the lecture
at 19:45pm. Entrance is by ticket
only and owing to the large level of
interest in this lecture, tickets will
be allocated on a first come first
served basis. To reserve your place,
contact Sue Dentten in the Vice-
Chancellor’s Office on 029 2087
5356 or DenttenSE@cardiff.ac.uk.
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Centuries of service

439 AD. The Vandals rampaged through Carthage, the

Roman Empire was on the point of collapse, and the
Emperor Ming was born in China.

It was also 1,570 years ago — the
combined length of service of the staff
honoured at the University’s recent
Recognition of Service ceremony.

Some 13 members of staff received
awards for achieving 40 years of
service, and a further 42 for completing
25 years, as part of the University’s
Positive Working Environment scheme.

Among those marking more than 40
years was Lynne Neale, who started
as a microbiology lab technician with
the then Welsh National School of
Medicine at the old Royal Infirmary
in 1968. She has stayed with the same
department throughout her career and
is now laboratory manager with the
School of Medicine’s Department of
Medical Microbiology.

Lynne said: “When I first joined, I
didn’t think I would stay all this time.
However, we have been a very happy,
very tightly knit department — there
are a number of other people who
have stayed well over 25 years.”

In December 1968, a 15-year-old called
Clive Mann took his first job from
school at the Department of Physiology
at what is now the Trevithick Building,
on Newport Road. He said: “I had just
three weeks there and then we had
the Christmas break. When I came
back, we were in the new Biosciences
building, what is now BIOSI 2.”

Forty years on, Clive is still there,
a technician with Joint Biological
Services. He has an extra reason for

eeeesecsecsetsesnesesetsetsettisasetsettettetssetsetsessetsisesetsessessesstsetsessessesssnns |

The Vice-Chancellor congratulates Lynne
Neale on her 40 years of service

celebrating his time at Cardiff — it
was through a Staff Association party
that he met his wife Heather. Heather,
Library Operations Manager with

the Science and Biological Services
Libraries, has been at Cardiff for

35 years — meaning the couple have
three-quarters of a century of service
between them. They have two sons,
Peter, 28 and Richard, 22.

Lynne, Clive and the 53 other members
of staff were honoured with a special
reception organised by the Human
Resources Directorate in the Glamorgan
Building. They were congratulated
and thanked for their service by the
Vice-Chancellor, Dr David Grant,
and the Pro Vice-Chancellor, Staff,
Professor Terry Threadgold.

Further details of the ceremony are
at www.cardiff.ac.uk/news/articles/
a-big-thank-you .

Cardiff News is available in large print format.
To request a copy contact Catrin Palfrey on
029 2087 0293, email PalfreyC@cardiff.ac.uk
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What's On

This is a sample of Cardiff University
events. Please visit www.cardiff.
ac.uk/events for a full listing.

..............................................

Tuesday 20 October

Is human evolution over?
Darwin200 Lecture
Programme 2009

A free public lecture given by
Professor Steve Jones, University
College, London. This lecture is part
of a series organised by the Schools
of Biosciences and Earth & Ocean
Sciences.

Wallace Lecture Theatre, Main
Building, Cardiff University, 6pm.
Refreshments will be provided
before the lecture.

..............................................

Thursday 22 October

Cardiff Law School Annual
Lecture 2009

This year’s lecture will be given by
Trevor Phillip, Chair of the Equality

and Human Rights Commission.
Admission is free and open to all.
Cardiff Law School, Museum Avenue,
Cardiff, 5.30pm.

Please contact John Ryder for more
information.

Email: law-lectures@cf.ac.uk

..............................................

Sunday 1 November

Cardiff University Symphony
Orchestra - Sibelius
Symphony no.2 in D major,
op.43

Mark Eager (conductor)

Sibelius’s Second Symphony
incorporates many major themes
developed during a stay in Italy,
several of which were originally
conceived for a tone poem to be
based on Dante’s Divine Comedy.

Tickets cost £9, £7 (concessions),
£3.50 (students and children). Buy
online at www.ticketsource.co.uk/
cardiffmusic or call 03700 101051.
University Concert Hall, Corbett
Road, Cardiff, 3pm.

The Students’ Union Sabbatical Officers
in post for 2009-2010 are (left to right):

Ed Carey (President), Michaela Neild (University and

Academic Affairs Officer), Ed Dolding (Welfare, Campaigns and
Communications Officer), Rich Pearce (Finance and Commercial
Officer), Olly Birrell (Athletic Union President), Emma Jones (Head
of Student Media), Jack Navein (Healthcare Student Integration
Officer), and Carys Hazell (Societies, Events and Activities Officer).
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