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8.0 X-RAYING

A WHOLE COMMUNITY
The story of the attempt to
examine every man, woman, and
child in the Little Rhondda Valley
for tuberculosis of the lungs

‘ertten and produced by
Elwyn Evans
The Rhondda Fach Scheme is &Fkrl
a frontal attack on two dangerous diseases,
One is tuberculosis of the lungs; the other
is pneumoconiosis, the iliness that has
caused such havec among the miners of
South Wales, and which many experts
believe to be connected with TB. The
Scheme is a pionc¢er one; never before in
Britain has a whole community, with few
exceptions, come forward—often after
muc] uruini and persuasion—ito
K-rayed is feature is based on @&
recently published progress report.
Elwyn Evans writes on page 12
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at two pianos
spin their magical web this week
on the theme of
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Extracts from the
November 1952

issue of the Radio Times
reporting the Rhondda
Fach Scheme.
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X-Raying a Welsh Community

The story of the Rhondda Fach Scheme swill be told in o Homse

Servicr programms om Friduy.
praducer, caplaing

OST people are dimly sware
that it is advissbile o
their lungs periodi
even the managemants ul
sighted firms—urge
tage of the Mass u..n...
vice, whose fifty-theer mmoksle
scattered up and dows the
will X-ray us in our own
free of charge. And miltion
examinations have bwen misde

Ftuberculosis of the lumgs mre onky
when w v reached

an advanced stage that recovery
ult. A further consequence

fat the medical swibordies can

no exact knowbedge ol how
pactive tuberculoais there really
country. AN the imforma
have to go om is the namber
d cases

the importance
Fach scheme.

¢ Rhondda l'a.!l wchome T &
and equa setanl, alde.
many years now he mineworkers
f South Wales have been the victizn
of a disabling iliness. It has heen
given many names—eninery’ awifitia,
dust  discase, snd  now
pneumoconiosis. When a fizan werks
below ground he bure % i oertain
amount of coal-dusi hiy heny
and odd particles remain there. Hi
lungs gradually becoms affecsed; i
breathing becomes difficult; an
the years go by, he geis lew am:
able to do heavy work
dition, called simy
i unplessang m-ugr\ b
always the danger that @ complics-
ton mEy st in placared
e L] :"l.-llauln. the
wafferer fu fisble to pes wors even
M b moves from the pine i
prther, and his life may well be ot

All kinds of plins, practicsble and
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reviews tomy of th
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v of the caperiment, ondd
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Empracticable, have hesn par foarward

10 reduce the raveges of thiy diaeaee,

snd in 1945 o Rmcarch  Unit
pmenred by the Medical Re

probbem, bur on s nxl\cr

wcabe)
Mledical

for years that there might be & con-

authosithes bad suspecved

Aeclion herwEen pheamesosiost snd
T.H. of the bungs, and evemisally the
Research Unit ook £ 2 IN'" ﬂ:-r‘ﬂ'
thesin thet while wmple

conloais was camsed l'w ..Inm akone,
the commplivated, progromhd, and
smetimas

atal waekery wan cwnecd
TR O to b s liare
By 1k mevivity of the
germ, mesdified by the
of enal-duowt

=g thin theory wes o {Beng -
ving it wmy giise snother. The
mmw seemed Ao be wolved o"kI::

there wan, amd |hﬂ| oy I wipe
it owid M b achems waorked it
wigeild e & trmmgph for M

i wergld glso

cumasisi

were 5o br wiped ot
rosusscenionis, i real
Il A, ought o yanith
S, the Belp af muny Inu.
and aaviomal bodies, this smid
ponrer achome wan bauscbel. 'r'.—
e s of  induchng  nimereen
thousand sdalty o coee fer an Xe
ray were ool Ly
There wets by abatacles,
bu;;n.u‘muﬂ ertbrasiasm prevailed

weatigadion js now ever,
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¥ poe-
pans well ender bx'r ez 1he
sevnndd warvey of the Bhondda Fach
And more surveys  will  probably

Bolbew. This b & ‘.l||, A gina tive,
positive  #cl I R ]
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