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There has been significant progress on information literacy (IL) in Cardiff University during the period of the 2005-2008 Information Services (INSRV) Information Literacy Strategy.  Over half of all students now engage with information literacy as part of their curriculum, facilitated by subject librarians.  The outputs of innovative projects including the Information Literacy Resource Bank and the Student Survival Guide to Writing a Good Essay podcast enable staff to enliven their teaching materials and offer interactive and entertaining support for students.  A new and improved Handbook for Information Literacy Teaching provides a source of guidance and inspiration to staff and has proved so popular that it is shared on the web and even translated into Finnish and Swedish.  

Updating the strategy

This revised Strategy refreshes our Objectives for the period 2008 to 2011 in accordance with the Information Services Strategy 2006-20111.  It is aligned with INSRV’s mission both to deliver world-class information services that give staff and students an edge in realising their potential and achieving their objectives, and to achieving international recognition for the Directorate and the University.  

The strategy supports the University’s Learning and Teaching Strategy to 2010/20112, in its objective to “allow all students to develop appropriate research and academic-related skills” and to “properly prepare all students to become independent and lifelong learners.”  It has also been informed by the requirements of library users as identified by local and national studies3,4,5 and the recommendations from the 2005 review of the University’s Library Service6.

The strategy will be achieved through the work of the subject librarians, supported by the Information Literacy Working Group and in partnership with other Directorates and with academic Schools, as outlined in the University’s Guidance Note on Information Literacy7.

A changing information landscape
During the period of this information literacy strategy, we will witness a continued proliferation of both content and tools on the web which can aid students, researchers and administrators as they find, manage and use information for the task at hand.  Alongside this, the explosion of information resulting from the availability of Web 2.0 technologies such as blogging, social networking and media sharing tools as well as higher publishing output from Universities and many other sources will require the reader to be more discerning than ever.  The strategy for the next three years will ensure we play our part in building an information literate University community to address the challenges and opportunities of our modern working environment.

Objectives
1. To facilitate the integration of information literacy into all taught programmes of study in partnership with academic Schools.  

2. To enhance the information literacy of all research postgraduates through specialised discipline-related training in Schools and through generic training in partnership with the Graduate Schools and the Graduate Centre;

3. To spearhead the development of opportunities to enhance the information literacy of University staff, through Schools-based initiatives and through partnerships with other Directorates;

4. To harness new technologies to enhance information literacy in the University;

5. To work closely with the Registry and other Directorates to continue the integration of information literacy into University policy as appropriate;

6. To facilitate and support subject librarians in enhancing their roles as information literacy educators; and

7. To maintain our reputation as a centre of excellence for information literacy on the national and international scene.
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Cardiff’s leadership in IL has been recognised through national awards. Nigel Morgan, Biosciences Subject Librarian, won the inaugural Information Literacy Practitioner of the Year award in 2008. In the same year, Cathie Jackson received the Wallace Breem Memorial Award from British and Irish Association of Law Librarians for the contribution to law librarianship made by her online IL-related tutorial. 

















