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Britain may not need the EU, but

the EU needs Britain

By Leopold Traugott

i LONDON SCHOOL o k&‘
or ECONOMICS Ano 5
POLITICAL SCIENCE , A \ ' EU RO P P

European Politics and Policy

Home About Contributors Podcasts Current Themes Thinkers on Europe Book Reviews {Q)

Britain needs Europe a lot more than Europe needs Britain Supported by the LSE's
European Institute
ﬁ The UK will hold a referendum on its EU membership before the end of 2017. Dennis ei' European
- | Novy writes that a divorce from the EU would risk putting the UK in a weaker economic InStltU te
position. Among the reasons he quotes, he mentions an often overlooked issue: that
Britain simply does not have the administrative expertise to carry out some of the functions
that the EU currently fulfils on behaif of its member states. Recent Q
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http://www.capx.co/britain-may-not-need-the-eu-but-the-eu-needs-britain/
http://www.capx.co/britain-may-not-need-the-eu-but-the-eu-needs-britain/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2015/10/31/britain-needs-europe-a-lot-more-than-europe-needs-britain/
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2015/10/31/britain-needs-europe-a-lot-more-than-europe-needs-britain/
https://fullfact.org/europe/eu-renegotiation-deal/
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Government Response to the House of Commons
Foreign Affairs Committee Report HC 87 of Session
2013-14
The future of the European Union: UK Government policy

Presented to Parliament
by the Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs
by Command of Her Majesty

September 2013
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Europe

Organisations: ~ Foreign & Commonwiealth Office, Department for Business, Innovation
&Skills, FCO Services, Witon Park, British Council, Westminster
Foundation for Democracy, Marshall Aid Commemoration Commission,
BBC World Service and Government Commurications Headquarters

Related topics: Foreign affairs and Trade and investment

The government is working with allies to reform the European Union to make it more open,
competitive, flexible and democratically accountable, for the benefit of the UK and the
whole of Europe.
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Guidance
Review of the balance of competences

From: Foreign & Commonwealth Office

First published: 12 December 2012

Lastupdated: 18 December 2014 , see all updates

Partof: Review of the balance of competences, Compliance with European
Union laws and regulation and Europe

The review of the balance of competences will be an audit of what the EU does and how it
affects the UK.
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HOME » NEWS » NEWS TOPICS » EU REFERENDUM

David Cameron: the EU is not working and we will change
it

Only the Conservatives will give voters a real choice over Britain's future in Europe,
says Prime Minister David Cameron

By David Cameron
9:00PM GMT 15 Mar 2014

B Print this article
ﬁ Share | 949
The British people now have a very clear choice: if you want a
referendum on whether Britain should stay in the EU or leave, only the
Conservative Party will guarantee to hold one.
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-future-of-the-european-union-uk-government-policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-future-of-the-european-union-uk-government-policy
https://www.gov.uk/government/topics/europe
https://www.gov.uk/government/topics/europe
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/eureferendum/10700644/David-Cameron-the-EU-is-not-working-and-we-will-change-it.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/eureferendum/10700644/David-Cameron-the-EU-is-not-working-and-we-will-change-it.html
https://www.gov.uk/review-of-the-balance-of-competences#semester-4
https://www.gov.uk/review-of-the-balance-of-competences#semester-4
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Part of: Review of the balance of competences, Compliance with European

Union laws and regulation and Europe

The review of the balance of competences will be an audit of what the EU does and how it
affects the UK.
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HOUSE OF LORDS

European Union Committee

12th Report of Session 2014-15

The Review of the
Balance of
Competences
between the UK
and the EU

Ordered to be printed 17 March 2015 and published 25 March 2015

Published by the Authoriry of the House of Lords

London : The Stationery Office Limited
£price

Briefing

January 2016

The Balance of Competences Review
in the United Kingdom, 2012-2014

Background

Against a backdrop of continuing and often intense political debate in the United
Kingdom about its relationship with the rest of the European Union (EU), the Coalition
Agreement of May 2010, underpinning the 2010-2015 Conservative—Liberal Democrat
government, stated that the new administration would ‘examine the balance of the
EU's existing competences’, in the context of an overall government commitment to
“ensure that there is no further transfer of sovereignty or powers’ to the EU during that
five-year parliamentary term. This process was taken forward in a formal ‘Review of the
Balance of Competences between the UK and the EU’, which was launched in July 2012
and concluded in December 2014

The UK government’s official communication to the House of Commons and House of
Lords to launch the Balance of Competences Review (Command Paper 8415) used a
broad definition of EU competence, covering ‘everything deriving from EU law that
affects what happens in the UK'. The review was to seek to examine all the areas where
the Treaties gave the EU competence to act (see box below), and to audit what the EU
did and how this affected the UK. The whole process would be ‘comprehensive, well-
informed and analytical’, gathering evidence to help inform public debate. Whilst the
review would be government-led, it would alse involve outside experts, erganisations
and individuals who wished 1o feed in their views on the issues covered.

The competences of the European Union

The Treaty of Lisbon amended the Treaty on European Union and clarified the division of
‘ompetences between the EU and Member States, introducing a precise ica such

«competences for the first time. The Treaty sats out three main types of EU competence:

Exclusive competence [Article 3 TFEU): The EU alone is able to legislate and adopt binding acts
in these fialds. The Member States’ role is tharefore limited to applying these acts, unless the
Union authorises them to adopt certain acts themselves;

Shared competence (Article 4 TFEU): The EU and Member States are authorised to adopt
binding acts in these fields. However, Member States may exercise their competence anly in so
far s the EU has not exercised, or has decided not to exercise, its own competence;

Supporting competence (Article 6 TFEU): The EU can only intervene to support, coordinate or
complement the action of Member States.

Individual UK government departments were tasked to lead the examination of
competences falling within their own areas of responsibility, with the overall review
being managed jointly by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) and Cabinet
Office. It was made elear from the outset that the review would not look to produce
specifie recommendations, prejudge future policy, or consider alterative models for

EPRS | European Parliamentary Research Service
‘Author: David Eatock.
Members’ Research Service

PES73915 EN

Find more information vi&SQon the
Review of the Balance of Competences

The BREXIT Debate: Review of the Balance of Competences



https://www.gov.uk/review-of-the-balance-of-competences#semester-4
https://www.gov.uk/review-of-the-balance-of-competences#semester-4
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-select-committee-/news/balance-of-compentences-report-published/
http://www.parliament.uk/business/committees/committees-a-z/lords-select/eu-select-committee-/news/balance-of-compentences-report-published/
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/uk-europe/report-finds-allegations-of-eu-interference-unfounded-313386
http://www.euractiv.com/sections/uk-europe/report-finds-allegations-of-eu-interference-unfounded-313386
http://www.europeansources.info/advSearchLink?keyword=review balance competences &searchOption=all
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573915/EPRS_BRI(2016)573915_EN.pdf
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2016/573915/EPRS_BRI(2016)573915_EN.pdf
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LET BRITAIN DECIDE

EUROPE NEEDS TO
CHANGE

Britains relationship with the EU isnt
working. It needs fundamental change

The Conservatives have already
delivered change in Europe by:

1.Cutting the budget - reducing the cost
\ of the EU'to Britain

2.Vetoing a new EU treaty - stopping
more powers going to Brussels

3.Refusing to bailout the euro - saving
British taxpayers’ money

We have the record of delivering for
Britain in Europe - and we now want to
go further

BRITAIN NEEDS A
REFERENDUM

Our planis clear.

We will negotiate a better deal for Britain
in Europe then give the British people
their say in an in-out referendum by the
end of 2017,

Only the Conservatives will give you
that referendum. Labour and the Lib
Dems won't and UKIP can’t.

So If you want a referendum, sign our
petition today and vote Conservative at
the European elections on 22 May.

SHOW YOUR SUPPORT
FOR A REFERENDUM

Sign the peition today and support our campaign
for a referendum:

FirstName

son >

By entering your email address you agree to
receive communications from us, from which you
can opt-out using the “unsubscribe” link in each
email we send. We will not share your details with
anyone outside the Conservative Party

Standard Note:
Last updated:
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European Union (Referendum) Bill and the
Parliament Acts

SN/PCIG912

18 June 2014

Richard Kelly

Fariiament and Constitution Centre

The European Union (Referendum) Bill 2013-14, a private Member's bill, provided for an
injout referendum on membership of the European Union to be held before the end of 2017
It was passed by the Commons in 2013-14 but not passed by the Lords.

During the debate on the Queen's Speech at the beginning of the 2014-15 Session, David
Cameron, the Prime Minister, confirmed that he would support a bill to provide for an infout
referendum, if it were introduced in the current Session. Subject to certain conditions, such a
bill could be presented for Royal Assent in accordance with the provisions of the Parliament
Acts 1911 and 1948,

Robert Neill, who was drawn third in the private Members' bill ballot, has given nofice of his
intention to introduce the European Union (Referendum) Bill 2014-15

The Parliament Acts 1911 and 1949 allow public bills* other than money bills rejected by the
House of Lerds in one parliamentary session to be presented for Royal Assent in the
following session if they are passed by the House of Commeons and rejected again by the
House of Lords. Section 2(3) of the 1911 Act states that for this purpose a bill is deemed to
be rejected by the House of Lords “if it is not passed by that House either without
amendment or with such amendments only as may be agreed to by both Houses". A number
of cenditions about timing apply fo the process. The Parliament Acts do not apply to that
exiend the life of a Parliament, bills which originated in the House of Lords, private bills or
provisional order bills.
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HIGHEST 'IN' LEAD !

FOR TWO YEARS
Ahead of tonight's first Europe debate between Nick Clegg and Nigel Farage
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how do the public stand on the European Union?

We ask two groups of fortnightly questions on how people.

would vote in a referendum on Europe, and whether people EU Referendum
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EU referendum bill to he debated by Lords / EU referendum bill defeated in UK parliament
BBC

BBC News 10,0114

Commercial publisher and madia

News source

The United Kingdom Parliaments second chamber, the House of Lords started its investigation (second reading) of the

Eurapean Union (Referendum} Bill 2013-14 on the 10 January 2014

The bill introduced by a backbench Conservative Party MP James Wharton in 2013, but with the support of the Coalition
government, would allow a referendum on the UK's membership of the EU in 2017

The Bill makes provisian far an iniaut refersndum an the question of the United Kingdam's membership of the
European Unlon It also stipulates that such a referendum must be held before 31 December 2017

©n the 31 January 2014, plans ta put an UK referendum on EU membership Into law were dashed after the House of
Lords vated to block the bill by 180 voles 1o 130.
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United Kingdom and the European Union - Call for Referendum - Brexit - Repatriation of powers / Renegotiation -
National sovereignty - European Union (Referendum) Bill 2013-14 - Referendum on Europe / EU - David Cameron

United Kingdem: External

United Kingdom : Referendum on EU membership: Background
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Reforming the EU: UK plans, proposals and
prospects

Standard Mote:  SN/A/T138
Last updated: 16 March 2015
Author: Vaughne Miller and Constance Woollen

Section International Affairs and Defence Section

The UK Government has stated that membership of the European Union is in the national
interest, but the Prime Minister David Cameron would like to reform the EU and renegotiate
the UK's relationship with it, before holding an infout referendum in 2017 if a Conservative
government is elected in May 2015. The UK's new relationship with the EU would be put to
the electorate, who would decide whether the UK should remain in the EU under new terms
or be the first Member State to leave the EU.

David Cameron identified areas for reform in his ‘Bloomberg speech’ on 23 January 2013.
His five principles for a European Union *fit for the 21 Century” were: competitiveness,
flexibility, repatriating powers to Member States, democratic accountability and fairness. In
March 2014 he set out proposals for reform:

» Powers flowing away from Brussels, not always to it;
« Mational parliaments able to work together to block unwanted EU legislation;
+ Businesses liberated from red tape;

» UK police forces and justice systems able to protect Brtish citizens, without interference from
the European institutions;

» Free movement to take up work, not free benefits;
+ Removing the concept of “ever closer union™.

This Note looks at what the Government is doing to tackle some of the perceived
weaknesses of EU policy and procedures and looks at prospects for future reform.

UK Government 2014 17 2015
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Judy Dempsey's Strategic Europe

And Britain Voted for. ..

Posted by: JUDY DEMPSEY

PRINT PAGE

UK general election May 2 0 1 5 ¢ aftarmakth
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