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Overview

• What is CEBE?
• Some current debates in architectural 

education
• The link between research and teaching in 

architecture
• Problem based learning in architecture
• The role of libraries



CEBE Website



CEBE Publications



CEBE Events



Some Issues…

Mini-me 
Culture

Adversarial 
Crit

Late Night 
Culture

Inclusivity



Some Dilemmas…

• Student-Led or Tutor-Led Activities
• Artistic or Evidence Based endeavour
• Knowledge or values
• Transmission of knowledge or integration 

of thinking
• Individual crusade or team-based effort
• Abstract or real
• Process or product



Confounded by…

• Growing Curriculum Content
– Sustainability

– New technology
– New professional criteria

• Less Time
– More Students

– Need to Research

• Less Space



Professional Syllabus

•Protection of the Public.

•Transferability of labour

•Cognitive: Knowledge, 
Understanding.

•Skills and Abilities

•Objective, Measurable

•Explicitly Assessed

•Values of teachers

•Research Interest

•Affective: Valuing, 
Commitment, Appreciation

•Subjective, Judged

•Implicitly Assessed

Tension

What schools 
would like to teach



What to teach?

• Design
• Technology & Environment
• Cultural Context
• Communication
• Management Practice & Law

Joint RIBA/ARB Criteria



What to teach?

• Design :

• Cultural Context
• Fine Arts
• Urban Design
• Human Needs
• Profession of 

architecture
• Briefing

• Structure and 
Construction

• Environment and 
Technology

• Cost and Regulatory 
Constraints

• Procurement

EU Directive on Architectural Education



What to teach?

• Values of Teachers
• Research interests of teachers

– Research Content
– Research Methods
– Practice Based Research



So …

• Some Questions:
– How do we decide what we want to cover?

– Do we really need to ‘cover’ everything?
– Knowing what or knowing how?

– Where do my research interests fit?

• Possible Answers
– Students finding out for themselves (when 

needed)
– Information skills



Research and Teaching

What do we mean by ‘research-led ’
teaching?



Research and Teaching

Teacher Focussed
Students as Audience

Research Oriented
Students are encouraged to 
develop research skills, 
design enquiry and related 
information gathering skills 
through focussed teaching

Research Led
Students learn about 

research findings through 
transmission, for instance 

through lecture courses that 
are not related to design 

project work.

Emphasis on 
processes and 
problems

Research Based
Students use the process of 
designing as a means to 
advance and develop 
knowledge.

Research Tutored
Students apply or interpret 

research content and ideas 
of tutors through their 

project work 

Emphasis on 
research content

Student Focussed
Students as participants



Case Study 1

• Tutor’s Research: 
– Exhibition Design -

Relationship between 
setting and exhibited object

• Student Activity
– Students designed 

installations
– Translation of tutor’s theory 

into practice
– Emphasis upon 

understanding research 
content Teacher Focussed

Research 
Oriented

Research 
Led

P
rocess and problem

 
F

ocussed

Research 
Based

Research 
Tutored

C
ontent F

ocussed

Student Focussed



Case Study 2

• Tutors’ Research: 
– Impact of Wind farms 

on Landscape

• Student Activity
– Students critically 

analysed research 
data and methods

– Developed research 
skills

– Consider how 
research leads to 
knowledge creation

Teacher Focussed
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Oriented
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rocess and problem
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Case Study 3

• Tutor’s Research:
– Development of innovative 

techniques for casting 
concrete

• Student Activities:
– Students developed their 

own techniques for casting 
concrete

– Developed critical 
judgement on their 
techniques

– Used investigation to prove 
or disprove a thesis
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Case Study 4

• Tutor’s Research
– Not necessarily related to 

student thesis

• Student Activities
– Students develop their own 

personal research thesis 
that they explore through 
designing

– Document and reflect upon 
their thesis and its findings

– Emphasis upon synthesis 
and innovation rather than 
scientific methodology.

– Students decisions 
evidence based
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Problem-Based Learning

• Inquiry-led approach to learning
• Derived from medical education
• Not

– Problem Solving

– Project Work

• Alternative to lectures?



Problem Based Learning

• Students work in groups to work on 
specific problems

• Students provided with a ‘trigger’ question
• Tutor acts as a facilitator, rather than 

‘transmitting’ knowledge
• Focus upon capability rather than content

– Skills, abilities and attitudes

• Not always a single ‘correct’ answer



Lecture Based vs Problem Based

Lecturers enjoy engaging in 
dialogue

Lecturers enjoy lecturing

Reading around the subject is 
essential

Reliance on lecture notes

Students focus only on the 
information they need

Content dictated by lecturer

Encourages deep approach and 
better understanding

Encourages superficial/surface 
approach

Tutor Facilitates, asks appropriate 
questions

Tutor = source of knowledge

Finding OutTransfer of Information



So…

What might this mean for architecture 
libraries?



Deriving a Syllabus

• What do students need to know?
• What do students need to be able to do?
• What attitudes should students develop?
• What values would you hope students 

develop?

What is important is what gets learned and 
not what gets taught


