Cosmeston 2009 
COS2009 Trench 1
Site Code 61 (Cosmeston Castle Site) East = Events Field

A trial trench 5 m x 1.5 was excavated over three days from 27 February – 1 March 2009. The excavation team consisted of the Cosmeston Archaeology Project Director and Officer (John Hines and Jane Stewart), with student and public volunteers. The excavation was timed to coincide with a Cosmeston Medieval Village open day on St David’s Day, Sunday 1 March.

The trench ran approximately N.–S., aligned lengthways with Mile Lane, 4.7 m in from the fence line on the W. of the Events Field. The N. end of the trench was 21.35 m from the N. perimeter of the Events Field.

The turf was removed by hand and the overburden then removed in spits by mattock and shovel. A loam topsoil covered a more clayey topsoil. These strata were labelled layers (1) and (2) but there was no sharp boundary between them. Finds consist mostly of sherds of both medieval and modern pottery. Layer (2) contained some charcoal [which would probably not have been visible in layer (1)], and concentrations of stone lower down, initially visible along the E. edge of the trench.
After the removal of layers (1) and (2) a sketch plan (Plan 1) was drawn of a continuous spread of rubble in clay, layer (3), with a greater concentration of stone at the S. end. No levels were taken with this plan, but a section of the W. side of the trench has been drawn.

Layer (3) was removed largely by trowel to reveal what is provisionally identified as a dry-stone masonry wall [Feature 1], approximately 1.15 m thick, running diagonally across the S. end of the trench. Various surfaces could be seen around this, which may be either true layers or lenses of material. These were given separate layers numbers (see Plan 2) for exploratory purposes.
Layer (7) is the context number given to a largely clay surface over most of the trench to the N. of Feature 1. It contains two distinct patches quite bright red in colour, apparently from powdered burnt clay (but not brick). Layer (4) is an area at the N. end of the trench with a high concentration of a yellow sandy material, putatively mortar. A sample has been taken. A sondage dug into this layer suggests that it is a lens within a thick and heterogeneous layer, with no clear boundary between it and layer (7). No bottom to either layer has yet been defined.

Layer (5) is a clay layer in the SE. corner of the trench adjoining Feature 1. This was dug down a short way. Substantial sherds of unglazed Vale Ware were recovered.

Layer (6) looked initially like a possible cobbled surface, as an even spread of smallish stones set in clay. On excavation it looks much more like a rubble filling of the putative wall [Feature 1] that has spread out on the removal of larger building stones. Further larger stones appeared beneath towards the W. side of the trench, strongly supporting the interpretation of Feature 1 as a wall. These have not yet been planned.
A temporary site datum (TBM) had to be set up on the top bar of the fence by the nearest gate to the S. for taking plan and section levels.
