
Syllable Structure in English 
 
Open (unchecked) syllables  (onset) +peak      -coda 
       (prenuclear margin)+nucleus  -postnuclear margin 
 

      V       N9 `vd+ nq+ nqd+ n`q 
        CV       sN9  saw, sore, soar 
       CCV      rsN9 rsnqd 
    CCCV     rsqN9 rsq`v 

 
Closed (checked) syllables  (onset) +peak      +coda 
       (prenuclear margin)+nucleus  +postnuclear margin 

 
       VC       Hs  hs 
    CVC         rHs  rhs 
     CVCC      rHrs bxrs 
    CVCCC   wPksr v`ksy 

     CCVC        rsHk  rshkk 
       CCVCC     rsHMj rshmj 
      CCVCCC  fkHlor glimpse 
   CCCVC     rokHs  rokhs 
  CCCVCC  roqHms roqhms 
 
Closed (checked) syllables with additional inflectional margin 

 
        VCC        @9sr `qsr  
    CVCC       kN9sr bntqsr 
     CVCCC    hN9msr g`tmsr 
    CVCCCC wPksrs v`ksydc 

     CCVCC      rsN9ky rs`kkr 
       CCVCCC   rszlor rs`lor 
      CCVCCCC fkHlors glimpsed 
   CCCVCC     rsq?Tkc rsqnkkdc 
  CCCVCCC  roqHmsr roqints 
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