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Houston - We have no Problem

Old friends of director
Benoit Goossens and
DGFC,; Peter and Sarah
Riger came to visit this
October; the couple hav
helped arrange much
needed funding for DGF
to support projects such
as the long term elephar
project.

Peter, who visited DGFC
previously in August 20C
Is Director of
Conservation and Scien
at Houston Zoo, and
specialises in NeRrofit
Organization
Management Industry
through his position as
Field Conservation

Photographer Paul Swen
captures'the local wildlife
along one of the
tributaries near DGFC.

Program Manager, whict
he has held since Janua
2004. Peter has previou:
worked on projects such
a 0KS atly
Amphibian Rescue and
| 2y @SN GA 2
G{lrdAy3 (KS
Chinchillas, Ecosystem
Restoration North Centr:
| KAt Sés 0UKS
handy when helping PT®
student Alice plan her
new project on Anuran
(frog and toad)
OAZ2ZRAGSNAAIU
Sarah also works at
Houston Zoo as Carnivo
Supervisor. She is
concentrating on
conservation projects

-
>
.

knowledge on aj

0g survey.

with big cats, (her
favourite being the
cheetahs!) and has helped
raised money for DGFC by
auctioning paintings by
artists that are local to
Houston Zog; orang

utans and elephants.
DGFC was lucky enough
to have two of these
paintings framed to
brighten up the walls of
the centre; one by an
orangutan and one by an
elephant. To see more
conservation projects and
information on Houston
Z00, Vvisit
www.houstonzoo.org

/



http://www.houstonzoo.org/
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The third visitor, Paul
Swen is a lifdime
professional
photographer, who visite
DGFC to snap the
extensive wildlife, the
photographs of which wil
be donated to Houston
Z0o0 to enhance its
advertisement and the
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understanding of the
wildlife to its visitors. He
dedicated to wildlife
conservation, and hopes
his photos will help to

al 9SS GaKS y
NBAIyasdod t |
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Himalayas to Hollywood,
from hot dirty steel mills

© Paul SW

. r...b

to cool cautious CEOs,

from starlets to
LINBaARSylGasg L
all areas and aspects of

the world, a quality of his
work that he strives to
maintain. To see some
ayllLakzaa 27
go towww.paulswen.com

©,Paul Swen

The sun filtering through to the oxbow lake, a rhinoceros hornbill in all its
glory, and a proboscis monkey not happy with having his photos taken!


http://www.paulswen.com/
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© Paul Swen

Above, a mother and baby macaque on the banks of the river Kinabatang:
Below  the orangjtan who klndl set up nest in DG during their stay.

>
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The three visitors were on the 18" to attend a birds, thanks to Research
lucky enough to get up conference, whilst Saral Assistant Budin who
close to a resident fema and Paul stayed until the expertly weaved the boat
orangutan that had 18", enjoying evening  through the narrow and
made her nest for the  and early morning boat fast-running tributaries.
night (conveniently) righ cruises (with excellent

YySEG G2 .-8Sy homemade doughnuts) DGFC hopes to have
story tree house. The  which allowed them to  them all to stay again,
guests were able to wall sample the wildlife alon¢ fingers crossed for Paul
up the steps and see ey the river. This included that maybe next time the
to eye with the female  proboscis monkeys, ONR O& 42y Qi
orang, providing a perfe macaques, river otters, shy!

angle for Paul to shoot monitor lizards and man

her closeup. Peter left  species of impressive

Top left, Sarah and Carmen

taking a hard earned break
Sye2eAay3a az2ys 27
delicious doughnuts; top right,
Budin navigating the
Kinabatangan; bottom left,
Carmen, Paul and Sarah happy
after a successful river cruise

with lots of wildlife sightings!




This amazing sho S
captured in the Su
region. It is of a membe

the group who passed

through DG a co& of -
weeks ago, one of which

has been successfully raeio
collared. © Paul Sweb
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Look What the Cat Dragged In...

Joanna Ross and Andrew
Hearn paid a visit to DGFC
the 11t of November to
scout out the area for
potential research into wild
cat biodiversity for the
Bornean Wild Cat and
Clouded Leopard Project. It
funded by The Clouded
Leopard Project (supporting
clouded leopard
conservation and researchy
to find out more about go to
http://cloudedleopard.org/d

efault.aspx

The pair have been working
at Danum Valley and Tabin
Wildlife Reserve for the pas
three years on wiletat
research using camera
trapping, with a great deal ¢
success, as part of their
Darwin Initiative project and
are now looking to further
their research in the
Kinabatangan.

Camera trapping of wild cat:

in the lower Kinabatangan, !
their new findings, are sure
be interesting. During their
stay, they were lucky enoug
to spot a wild cat of their ow
on their first trip out on an
evening boat cruise led by
director Benoit Goossens. T
flat-headed catRrionailurus
planicep$ was seen on the
river bank of the
Kinabatangan tributary, whic
they were particularly excite
about as it was their first ew
sighting! They also saw
banded palm civet and a
pretty big croc.

Jo and Andy set up three
LINBE AYAY Il NB «
cameras on the Yellow Tralil
around DGFC to see what
they could see (see see) in
flat areas near a path or a
pool, which they said are
most suitable for seeing cat:
With the help of PTY studer
Jenny and Alice the memon
cards will be checked and

replaced regularly to see if
the hidden cameras have
caught anything on film.
Hopefully they will capture
something other than the PTY
students and Budin
wandering past...! They plan
to return next year and set up
a whopping 80 cameras
throughout DGFC to study the
wild cat populations, as part
of a larger project into the
abundance and diversity of
cats over the whole
Kinabatangan. We hope that
the surrounding area of DGFC
will be suitable for Jo and

Il yRe&Qa OF YSNI
YR GKIFG GKS f
camera shy.

Left: Jo and Andy
setting up the first
camera trap. Right: PTY
student Jenny learning
how the cameras work



http://cloudedleopard.org/default.aspx
http://cloudedleopard.org/default.aspx
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Clockwise from
top left: Budin
and Alice showing
off their guns;
Jenny and Carme
viewing the world |
upside down;
Benoit with his
girls!; The oxbow
lake; Carmen
dominating the
chilli challenge;
frogs; Budin
cooking up some
delicious treats;
The Kinabatangarn
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Species offlnterestst
The Blue=- Headed Pittaa

The PTY students and
volunteer Carmen
bumped into the small
male Pitta (right),
which was tucked up in
a ball sleeping, when
they were wandering
through the
undergrowth of DGFC
on their nightly frog
catching quest...

NAME:BlueHeaded Pitta
APPEARANCY/ith a conspicuous white bar on the black wings,

maroonred back, bright blue crown and tail, black upper breast and eye

stripe contrasting white throat; the Bludeaded Pitta was hard to miss
The female is duller with browish upper parts, blue tail, pale brown
under parts and pale grey throat. The iris is grey, bill black and feet I
DISTRIBUTIONhis species which is endemic to Borneo, occurs
throughout the island in lowland forests up to 600m and is locally
common.

BEHAVIOURt searches for insects under fallen leaves on the groung
which explains why we bumped into it catching 40 winks on a branck
near the forest floor.

ort



