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Old friends of director 
Benoit Goossens and 
DGFC; Peter and Sarah 
Riger came to visit this 
October; the couple have 
helped arrange much 
needed funding for DGFC 
to support projects such 
as the long term elephant 
project.

Peter, who visited DGFC 
previously in August 2008, 
is Director of 
Conservation and Science 
at Houston Zoo, and 
specialises in Non-Profit 
Organization 
Management Industry 
through his position as 
Field Conservation 

Program Manager, which 
he has held since January 
2004. Peter has previously 
worked on projects such 
ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άtŀƴŀƳŀ 
Amphibian Rescue and 
/ƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέ ŀƴŘ 
ά{ŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘ 
Chinchillas, Ecosystem 
Restoration North Central 
/ƘƛƭŜέΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǊƳŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ƛƴ 
handy when helping PTY 
student Alice plan her 
new project on Anuran 
(frog and toad) 
ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ǿƛŦŜ 
Sarah also works at 
Houston Zoo as Carnivore 
Supervisor. She is 
concentrating on 
conservation projects 

with big cats, (her 
favourite being the 
cheetahs!) and has helped 
raised money for DGFC by 
auctioning paintings by 
artists that are local to 
Houston Zoo ςorang-
utans and elephants. 
DGFC was lucky enough 
to have two of these 
paintings framed to 
brighten up the walls of 
the centre; one by an 
orang-utan and one by an 
elephant. To see more 
conservation projects and 
information on Houston 
Zoo, visit 
www.houstonzoo.org. 

Houston - We have no Problem
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Photographer Paul Swen 
captures the local wildlife 
along one of the 
tributaries near DGFC.

Sarah and Peter 
Riger share their 
knowledge on a 
frog survey.

http://www.houstonzoo.org/


The third visitor, Paul 
Swen is a life-time 
professional 
photographer, who visited 
DGFC to snap the 
extensive wildlife, the 
photographs of which will 
be donated to Houston 
Zoo to enhance its 
advertisement and the 

understanding of the 
wildlife to its visitors. He is 
dedicated to wildlife 
conservation, and hopes 
his photos will help to 
ǎŀǾŜ άǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǊŜƛƎƴǎέΦ tŀǳƭΣ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ 
ǿƻǊƪŜŘ άŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 
Himalayas to Hollywood, 
from hot dirty steel mills 

to cool cautious CEOs, 
from starlets to 
ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎέ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ 
all areas and aspects of 
the world, a quality of his 
work that he strives to 
maintain. To see some 
ǎƴŀǇǎƘƻǘǎ ƻŦ tŀǳƭΩǎ ǿƻǊƪΣ 
go to www.paulswen.com.
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The sun filtering through to the oxbow lake, a rhinoceros hornbill in all its 
glory, and a proboscis monkey not happy with having his photos taken!

© Paul Swen

© Paul Swen

© Paul Swen

http://www.paulswen.com/


Above, a mother and baby macaque on the banks of the river Kinabatangan. 
Below , the orang-utan who kindly set up nest in DG during their stay.

© Paul Swen

© Paul Swen



The three visitors were 
lucky enough to get up 
close to a resident female 
orang-utan that had 
made her nest for the 
night (conveniently) right 
ƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ .ŜƴƻƛǘΩǎ Ƴǳƭǘƛ-
story tree house. The 
guests were able to walk 
up the steps and see eye 
to eye with the female 
orang, providing a perfect 
angle for Paul to shoot 
her close-up. Peter left 

on the 16th to attend a 
conference, whilst Sarah 
and Paul stayed until the 
18th, enjoying evening 
and early morning boat 
cruises (with excellent 
homemade doughnuts) 
which allowed them to 
sample the wildlife along 
the river. This included 
proboscis monkeys, 
macaques, river otters, 
monitor lizards and many 
species of impressive 

birds, thanks to Research 
Assistant Budin who 
expertly weaved the boat 
through the narrow and 
fast-running tributaries.

DGFC hopes to have 
them all to stay again, 
fingers crossed for Paul 
that maybe next time the 
ŎǊƻŎǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎƻ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ 
shy!
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Top left, Sarah and Carmen 
taking a hard earned break 
ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ wŜƛƴŀΩǎ 
delicious doughnuts; top right, 
Budin navigating the 
Kinabatangan; bottom left, 
Carmen, Paul and Sarah happy 
after a successful river cruise 
with lots of wildlife sightings!



This amazing shot  was 
captured in the Sukau 
region. It is of a member of 
the group who passed 
through DG a couple of 
weeks ago, one of which 
has been successfully radio-
collared. © Paul Swen



Joanna Ross and Andrew 
Hearn paid a visit to DGFC on 
the 11th of November to 
scout out the area for 
potential research into wild 
cat biodiversity for the 
Bornean Wild Cat and 
Clouded Leopard Project. It is 
funded by The Clouded 
Leopard Project (supporting 
clouded leopard 
conservation and research) ς
to find out more about go to 
http://cloudedleopard.org/d
efault.aspx. 

The pair have been working 
at Danum Valley and Tabin 
Wildlife Reserve for the past 
three years on wild-cat 
research using camera 
trapping, with a great deal of 
success, as part of their 
Darwin Initiative project and 
are now looking to further 
their research in the 
Kinabatangan.
Camera trapping of wild cats 
has not yet been undertaken 

in the lower Kinabatangan, so 
their new findings, are sure to 
be interesting. During their 
stay, they were lucky enough 
to spot a wild cat of their own 
on their first trip out on an 
evening boat cruise led by 
director Benoit Goossens. The 
flat-headed cat (Prionailurus 
planiceps) was seen on the 
river bank of the 
Kinabatangan tributary, which 
they were particularly excited 
about as it was their first ever 
sighting! They also saw 
banded palm civet and a 
pretty big croc.

Jo and Andy set up three 
ǇǊŜƭƛƳƛƴŀǊȅ ά{ǘŜŀƭǘƘ /ŀƳέ 
cameras on the Yellow Trail 
around DGFC to see what 
they could see (see see) in 
flat areas near a path or a 
pool, which they said are 
most suitable for seeing cats. 
With the help of PTY students 
Jenny and Alice the memory 
cards will be checked and 

replaced regularly to see if 
the hidden cameras have 
caught anything on film. 
Hopefully they will capture 
something other than the PTY 
students and Budin 
wandering past...! They plan 
to return next year and set up 
a whopping 80 cameras 
throughout DGFC to study the 
wild cat populations, as part 
of a larger project into the 
abundance and diversity of 
cats over the whole 
Kinabatangan. We hope that 
the surrounding area of DGFC 
will be suitable for Jo and 
!ƴŘȅΩǎ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ǘǊŀǇ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎŀƭ Ŏŀǘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
camera shy.
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Left: Jo and Andy 
setting up the first 
camera trap. Right: PTY 
student Jenny learning 
how the cameras work

http://cloudedleopard.org/default.aspx
http://cloudedleopard.org/default.aspx
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Clockwise from 
top left: Budin 
and Alice showing 
off their guns; 
Jenny and Carmen 
viewing the world 
upside down; 
Benoit with his 
girls!; The oxbow 
lake; Carmen 
dominating the 
chilli challenge;  
frogs; Budin 
cooking up some 
delicious treats; 
The Kinabatangan
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The PTY students and 
volunteer Carmen 
bumped into the small 
male Pitta (right), 
which was tucked up in 
a ball sleeping, when 
they were wandering 
through the 
undergrowth of DGFC 
on their nightly frog 
catching quest... 

NAME:Blue-Headed Pitta
APPEARANCE:With a conspicuous white bar on the black wings, 
maroon-red back, bright blue crown and tail, black upper breast and eye-
stripe contrasting white throat; the Blue-Headed Pitta was hard to miss. 
The female is duller with brown-ish upper parts, blue tail, pale brown 
under parts and pale grey throat. The iris is grey, bill black and feet horn.
DISTRIBUTION: This species which is endemic to Borneo, occurs 
throughout the island in lowland forests up to 600m and is locally 
common.
BEHAVIOUR: It searches for insects under fallen leaves on the ground, 
which explains why we bumped into it catching 40 winks on a branch 
near the forest floor.

Species of Interest: 
The Blue - Headed Pitta


