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Cardiff  is one of Britain’s major civic 
universities with a history of service 
and achievement dating back to 1883. 
It is a member of the Russell Group of 
leading UK Universities with its own 
Royal Charter. As a self-contained 
university, it is located in and around 
the Portland-stone buildings and 
tree-lined avenues that form Cardiff ’s 
magnifi cent civic centre. 

Th e student population is drawn 
from a variety of backgrounds, with 
students attracted from throughout 
Wales, the rest of the UK and world-
wide. Th e University currently has 
around 28,000 undergraduate and 
postgraduate students and there is an 
almost equal balance between male and 
female students. International students 
comprise some 17% of the total student 
population. Government performance 
indicators show that students at Cardiff  
are more likely to succeed in their 
studies than students at most other UK 
universities. Currently, 95% of students 

//The University

successfully complete or transfer, better 
than many similar universities and 
better than the UK national average.

Cardiff  is one of Britain’s leading 
research-intensive universities and 
is the powerhouse of research in 
Wales.  In the 2008 RAE (Research 
Assessment Exercise) almost 60 
per cent of all research at Cardiff  
University was assessed as world-
leading or internationally excellent. 
Th is creates a stimulating environment 
for teaching, ensuring that students are 
exposed to the very latest thinking and 
that the most modern technology and 
equipment are available. In the teaching 
quality assessments, 21 subject areas, 
including architecture have achieved 
the “Excellent” ranking, one of the 
highest totals in the UK. 

Th e various academic buildings, the 
libraries, the Students’ Union, many of 
the student residences, along with the 
city centre, are within a short walking 

distance of each other. Th e University 
also has its own excellent sporting 
facilities within easy reach. 

Th e Students’ Union is one of the 
largest and most successful in Britain. 
Th e Union building features bars, 
seven diff erent places to eat, banks, 
shop, travel centre, advice centre, and 
much more. It is the base for the award-
winning student newspaper and for 
more than a hundred student sporting 
and social societies. Cardiff ’s Union 
is established as a prime venue on the 
national tour circuit. It is the location 
of Solus, a six nights a week club, with 
membership restricted to students. A 
free late night minibus service, with 
priority given to female students, is part 
of the Union service. A unique feature 
of the University is its Unistaff  student 
employment service. Th is is able to 
provide casual cleaning, clerical and 
catering jobs around the University to 
hundreds of students for a maximum of 
fi fteen hours a week. 

Civic campus in magnificent location 

A leading research university Large and successful Students’ Union  

European Language Centre with free use for all students

Cardiff  has always attached great 
importance to the provision of high 
quality accommodation and has 
invested heavily in recent years to 
provide some of the highest quality 
residences in the UK university sector. 
Most of the accommodation is located 
close to the academic buildings. All 
fi rst year undergraduates who apply 
during the normal admissions cycle are 
guaranteed University accommodation, 
with a choice of traditional catered halls 
or modern self-catering fl ats for small 
groups of students. 

Several new halls have been built and 
many existing residences have been 
extensively refurbished. Th e vast 
majority of study/bedrooms now have 
private shower and toilet facilities and 
an increasing number have computer 
network connection points. 

Th e University also off er help to students 
seeking places in privately-owned 
accommodation. Th e Residences Offi  ce 
maintain regularly updated lists of fl ats 
and shared houses which are available 
for rent. 

Full details of all University-owned 
student accommodation are contained 
in the University Residences Brochure. 

//Accommodation
Contact: Residences and Catering 
Division, Cardiff  University, PO Box 
S33, Southgate House, Bevan Place, 
Cardiff  CF14 3XZ 

Telephone: 029 20874849 
Fax: 029 2087 4661 
Web: www.cardiff .ac.uk/resi 

Guaranteed University Accommodation 

Outstanding quality and value 

A dedicated Residences Office providing details of 
private accommodation

Accepting an off er on a fi rm basis, 
and returning the Accommodation 
Request form promptly, increase 
the chances of your accommodation 
preferences being met.

wsa



[www.cf.ac.uk/archi]31 32wsa

Cardiff provides a first class 
environment in which to live and study. 
It combines the practical advantages of 
a small, friendly, city with the cultural 
and recreational amenities of a dynamic 
modern capital. 

As it is a capital city, Cardiff has an 
impressive range of leisure, sporting and 
cultural amenities. Many of the facilities 

are of international standard: there is the 
Millennium Stadium, an international 
arena; the National Museums and 
Galleries of Wales; several theatres 
including the new Wales Millennium 
Centre in the waterfront development 
in Cardiff Bay; numerous cinemas; and 
a vibrant and modern shopping centre 
which contains all the major retail 
chains plus local specialist shops. 

Cardiff is a compact city with large 
areas of parkland and good local 
transport services. There is easy access 
to the nearby countryside, coast and 
mountains. Those students who come 
to Cardiff discover a city that is able to 
provide a stimulating and attractive base 
for their studies and the development of 
other interests. 

//Wales –  
		  a spirited encounter

High quality of life indicated by independent research 

Excellent cultural, sporting and entertainment facilities 

Good road and rail access to the rest of the UK 

[ www.visitwales.com ][ www.adventure.visitwales.com ]

A green, vibrant and youthful capital city.

Welsh School of Architecture
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