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The Juncker Commission’s top priority is to raise economic growth in Europe and to increase the number of new jobs, by restoring investment levels and without creating new debt.  A fundamental means for achieving these goals is through stimulating innovation amongst European companies; raising levels of investment in Research and Development, and commercializing the outputs of research activity.  

The promotion of innovation is a central feature in the Cohesion Policy programmes, where 30% of the total allocation is aimed towards innovation activities (2014-20).  In order to maximize the effectiveness of these funds the Commission has required Member States to submit Research and Innovation Strategies for Smart Specialisation (RIS3) as a condition for the approval of ERDF programmes.  It is intended that these strategies will have a greater and more sustainable impact on jobs and growth in regions and Member States.  

In identifying priorities through which to develop their RIS3, Member States have highlighted the importance of a range of areas that are of interest across the European Commission.  Inter alia, this includes the role of universities, the opportunities offered by Horizon 2020 and the digital agenda, the potential for cluster-based approaches, support for SMEs and developing the skills agenda, as well as the low-carbon economy.  However, in many cases the development of the RIS3 is disconnected from these wider European agendas.  Consideration as to how to interact with the European Fund for Strategic Investment, for example, does not feature strongly.

Cardiff University is currently leading a major project examining the implementation of the smart specialization approach, financed through the 7th Framework Programme.  This seminar will draw on lessons emerging from this research to consider the following questions:

1. How is the smart specialization approach progressing across the EU?
2. What contribution can RIS3 make to wider EU agendas?
3. How might EC services harness the opportunities of RIS3 to strengthen wider EU objectives?
4. What are the barriers to achieving greater integration and impact?


This half-day event is to be held at Committee of the Regions, Brussels on Dec 16th 2015. It will start at 0915 and conclude at 1300 sharp.




Content:

	0900
	Registration 
	

	0915
	Welcome and introduction 
	Colin Wolfe DG REGIO and Marianne Paasi DG RTD

	0930
25 mins introduction, 15 mins Q&A
	Setting the Scene: the SmartSpec project and key lessons from practice

	Kevin Morgan 

	1010
20 mins introduction, 15 mins Q&A
	Smart Specialisation and EU2020
	Christian Saublens 

	1045

	Coffee
	

	1115
20 mins introduction, 40 mins debate
	RIS3 priorities and the wider policy mix – opportunities for contributing to wider EU policy agendas
	Claire Nauwelaers 

	1215
15 mins, introduction, 30 mins debate
	Challenges for RIS3 approaches: institutional barriers and means of addressing these
	Adrian Healy 

	1300
	Close
	Colin Wolfe DG REGIO and Marianne Paasi DG RTD
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